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Elaine Blatt This begins an interview with George Bernard Skidmore on Friday, April 27, 2007,
in New Brunswick, New Jerseylhank you for coming| want to start wth where and when
you were born.

George BSkidmore | was born inMt. Vernon, New Yorkon March 23, 1921.
EB: What was your fathé&r name and what did he do for a living?
GS He was George ASkidmore and he was a machinigbrking onprinting presses.

EB: On your preinterview surveyyouwrote,"Indentured apprentic&909" | was wondering
what that meant

GS Allright. When he graduated from high school in 19%he had four brothers and four
sisters and his father died and he hasufgport the familyin order to support the family, he
became an indenturagrvant, or ampprenticean indenture@pprenticefor six years| think it
was [that] he had to work &

EB: He did that as a machinjsir was that later?
GS. No, he wasa machinist
Shaun lllingworth Do you know anything about the famgyhistory where thg came from?

GS Well, we're [of] British descentandthe family came over right after the Pilgrintise
Skidmore part of the familyWe have a record dhemworking for the Dutch East India
Companymadefour trips across the ocean, keeping records for the DutchéEdsdia
Companybefore hdan ancestorg earned enough money to bring his family over from
England € Theysettled up in Plymouttexcept forone thing their religion wash pure enough
and they got kicked out of the colony thdte] which my father always say$Thats because he
didn't put enough in the collection pldt®r something[laughter]butthey stayed up there in
New England é Theyreliving outside of the PlymoutBolony. Theywererit allowed to live
with themthere Theyhad to have their own place and al Let's see what | can tell you about
them é We Ivihg,outdide the Plymout@olony, they didrit have the protewn of it, andl
dont know if youve heard of King Philifs War, wherethe Indiang bothered them[Editor's
Note: King Philip's Warfought between the Wampanoaigd the English colonists of New
England, took place from 1675 to 167&d,t h ey € ouhaf@oarecticutwhere the war
was going onmoved down into Connecticut, that is, where the war was not gojrandrthen
they finally settled up there in Westchester Courgty Thestory is that they finally bought half
of Long Island from the Indns not the good halthe eastern halthey boughtand settled in
there Soon [thegl Dutch moved in on Long Island theée, when they hadNew Amsterdam
and|it] became a Dutch colonyrheydidn't get along too good with the Dutch then, theyé
moved down to Long Islanthere é Before theRevolutionary Warthe British came and
chased the Dutch out, or bought them oue or anotherThen é in the warthe Skidmore
Family, asin Isaac Skidmord dont know which one of my grangrandgrandgrandfathes he
was | think hegoes back about four or five generations thére éenhad somé&on, bog iron up



in Connecticut that he owned and he heard that Washington needed.c8onioe melted the
bog iron downmade some cannons for George WasloingThe only problem waghe iron
wasrit quite as good as it should have been and many of these cannon that he sold to George
Washington blew up when they fired the®o, George Washington never paid him foris for

it. So, the government owes usepity of moneyhere[laughter] for the cannowe supplied He
melted a lot of the cannexdown and sold therfagd cannonballsat fifty cents apieceduring the
Revolutionary War, riding around with one slave he.héadWe never did find out whether he
was white or blackbutthe two of them went around selling cannonbadls Oh, lets see what
else | can tell you there2 Well, atthe end of the war, he appointed himself a genérajave
himselfthetitle, and he was a general wigh an army of oneé Well, lets see what else that
he did durindghis time]there é One thing about these cannons that blew up, if you go up to
Fort Ticonderogayou can still see pieces of the cannons that are right where they blévinenp
never did move themWell, the story there igt's a little bit different from what Washington
gave usthe British movediny ou can c¢heck t avernighti Theylauled theim t hi s
cannon up om hill overlooking the fort and thegouldsit on top of this hill and fire den into

Fort Ticonderoga The only thing was that the canndhatmy greatgreatgreatgreatgreat
grandfather sold thefthe Americansjvouldrit quite reach up to the top of the hifo, they
found out they could get thhrecannonballs up on top of timdl, where the British werdoy

putting adouble chargén the cannon Thats why the cannons blew ujpom my viewpoint
[laughter]butwe never did get paid for theamd hat was the only contribution we made during
theRevolutionary War é  We lefinally got promoted t@ major by George Washingtphut
they never did givghim] his moneythathe was claimindpe was owed

EB: Seems like a dangerous life.

GS Well, thats theRevolutionary War, andijrfally, well, | dort know,é | i vi ngngout on
Island there and owning half of &, they were iralumber businessThey cut a lot of the trees
down out on Long Island, sold them for lumband three or four generations lateve find é

that theyre still out there on Long Islanc Like | say, € first, it was Indianthen it was the
Dutch é then it was British, thenthe Colonistsmove in Living through three or four different
wars there[the family was using up their wealtbut, in,| think it goes back to 1879 nowhen
they had a fie and no fire department around, the lumber amta lot of housefwere lost]and

a couple of greatincles diedat that timeand sahatby the time my parents were there, they
really didrit inherit anything € Hehad like | say, four brothers anébur sisters to suppqr$o,

he indentured himself out as a mechaéicworking for them and[that] brings us up to one of
the questions you asked nmethere [the survey] was "Whenand where my parents got
marrie®' é | called my sisterEdith Bromm, since | know that [she] might know something
about it couldrit find anybody that knows when or where they were marr&ml | cant find out
when my parents were marrigtu know what that makes mdlaughter] Sephere  am é

EB: What was your méiers name?

GS My mothefs name, Bernadine Pauline Hgdkeonounced'hay-k"], or Hake [pronounced
"hakd'], H-A-K-E. It'sGerman We called her HakE'hay-k"], but, | guesssometimsin
Germanyit would be Hak ['haka']. € My greatgrandmotherl think it was,was married
when she was eight years otdver in Germanyand she became the second wifentbat was



his nam& Joseph Hakd think. é Well, over in Germanyhe was a buttomaker When he
came to this countryn about 1840é¢ he made @thing He made a lot of the uniforms for the
Civil War soldiersinvented that funny hat that was crushed down in the front and on the back
He made those thingand, les seeheé didn't do any fighting during the waHe just supplied
uniforms forthem Oh, theeightyearold little girl that was married, he waited until she was at
least twelve before he brought her to this counkig was living in this country and she was
living in Germany 0 that,even though they were legally marri¢guessand all that stuff,
eightyearold kidswere they usually did thafmarried a child to an older mamit thattime.

She came over to this country with him in 1848hehad two haklsisters that were her atst
[children] and they lived up in the Branwhich is where | think my parents were maryied in
the Bronx & My older sister was boré@ up in the Bronx and | was born Mt. Vernon é

EB: Did your mother work?

GS é My mother was a schoolteachand, ohthis isanotherinteresting point [laughter]She
taught school Well, she went to college up thein, oh, I think it was Hunter Collegen New
York, at that time She became a schoolteach8he was teachiniifth gradechildren angdone
day, one of the students brought a pistottass and he fired it once or twice in the classroom
there My mother went ouand went to ta front office and quit teachingshe just couldhtake
it, whenastudentcould carryin guns in the classroanBa that was back in aboubh, | guess
duringé World War | back in 1918possibly So, those things hae been going on for a long
time. She didrt work much after she was marrjexkcept thgtat homeshe ran a seamstress
business She did makeoh, womerns dresseandaprons and clothing, vich helped support the
family,é o ur duangthé [Great] Depression thexdit My father was working as a
machinist and there wasalways workfor him, but, with the little dressmaking my mother did,
we survived

SI: Did your father ever tl to you about his time as an indentured appre@tidal he sayf it
was difficult?

GS Not much He was doing it for the money and there wiatsrat much moneysa there
wastrit that much to talk about.

Sl: Did he ever mention any challenges hd kapporting his family?

GS Well, yes,we could see thatWe found that there were timgshen we were kidgthat] we

were a little bit hungryé We'd get a box of shredded wheahdl had three sisterandthe

shredded wheat would come with twehiscuits in a boxandthere were four of ygour of us

kids. We'd have one biscuit for breakfast, one for lunch and one for sugpévly father, &

the machines that he worked on were printing presses and the machines were too big to bring in
to alittl e shop to fix He had to go to where the machine vasepairone ofthem So, he

would be gone for weeks at a timide'd go to Cleveland to work on a press out there for a

while, until he got that one runningrhen,heéd come back home amthen he ame back home,

he had some money and we had a big neefdast and everythinglad to see him homéut

that went orduring the [Great] Depression thepeetty much



Sl: Was he involved in a union at all?

GS Yes, he had to join the unipand, athat,he was an indentured apprentisewhat they
calledthem. € Theunion got work for himbutit didn't help muchgiving him any money.

EB: You said you had tweisters.

GS | had three sisters, myself and three sisters

EB: Werethey olderthan you?

GS € One older sister and two younger ones

EB: When was your sister bartine oldest one?

GS The oldest ond think, was born in the Bronxé

EB: Your father didnot serve in World War.|

GS No.

EB: Was he too old at that pu?

GS He was married witlafamily to support

EB: That is whyl was wonering when your sister was born.

GS Yes | think, when,in 1909 hegraduated from high school lélt. Vernon and he became
an indenturedapprenticé, it wassix yearqof] service as an indentured san¢ So, thats 1915
when he finally finished his apprenticeshimd thenas a journeyman machinisieé was
earning a little bit more of a living #h before that

SI: When did the family move fromit. Vernon to New Jersey?

GS Right after | was born, | believeé Welktésee¢ | had an aunt there
somebody from Rahway, New Jersagd she wanted to move thei®o, my grandmother
moved with herand thené my mother decided that she would kelep family together She
joined her sistenvho wasmy aunt, and themoved to Rahway, New Jerseyhere we grew up
Thatswhere | met TonjKindre] and everything.

SI: Your earliest memorieareof growing up in Rahway

GS Yes.

SI: What are som of your earliest memorigsf your neighborhood anaf growing up as a
child?



GS Oh, yes, we werert allowed to cross the stree2  Tom would be on one side of the street
playing and yelling across at rrend neither one of us was allowed to crib&sSeminary
Avenue that we lived grbut, ch, we survived | dont know of anything special thené | guess
the earliest things | remember is goingtoctor, or adoctor coming to meand bringingé

little cherry candies for us kids when &e had phgicak, or something like thatDoctorsused

to come to the house in those days

EB: Did you feel the effects of the Great Depression?

7

GS Well, sort of yes € We did without a lot of things antike | say, my father didft come
home because hevas working and didrt leave any money for my mothemnd she didhsell
too many aprons or dresses that she madé&Ve were down tgwhere]a box of shredded
wheat would servas for adays meas, three meals a day with shredded whaatl a little ca

of evaporated milkn a quart of wateandmaybe a spoonful of sugaron@& | tnfany@a k
day, | can remember eating shredded wheat for breakfast, lunch and supper.

Thomas Kindre | rememberwhen your father came horriewas a cause for celelhi@n and
we used to play softball with him in the backyakde got all the kids together

GS Oh, yes He wasa pretty greatgoodfather, [adept athandling us kids  Wkenhe had
time, heéd play with us, andike Tom says, we have agang togdter playing softball.

EB: What other kinds of games did you play?

GS Oh,I dont know. Whatelsedid we db, besides softbe?l
TK: Tell them the name of your mothsrcat.

GS That | dont remember now

TK: | do, Alsabimitybalaboogigity

GS. Oh, that one, yeSBangamafoo Singosityboo Guratsablimity Pinketybumpsy Skrukamafoo
Blood."

TK: Now, what he just uttered was
GS A password.

TK: His mothefs cats nameplus something we added to Ve had a clupcalled the Red
Pirates Qlib,and thawas our passwordbuthe'll get to that

GS é Tom's cousin there, we told him the password and Tom 8&gsv, remembermumis
the word" So,he rememberetMum" as the passwordlaughter]



EB: You had a Red Pirates Club
GS Yes.
EB: What did you do with the club?

GS Well, youre going to ask me abolBig Stosh" as | remember himWe had a fellow
namedwe called himBig Stosh and well, he caught up to us in the sixth gradiée was about
eleven years old when he carodltis country and the family moved iithefamily, of course
spoke RussianNoneof them spoke EnglishWell, € thestatewould take him and let him
come to schoglbutnobody could teach hinbecause nobody spoke Russi&foneof the
teachers spoki@ussian € Anyhow, they promoted him to the second grade without teaching
him anything andagain,he went to third grade, fourth grade, all the waynip sixth grade
when we caught up to hi@  dhe caught up to usTom and Jwe were in the sixthrgde é

By this time it was about 1932n the Depressiané Well, the way the story goes in the
newspapere i n t he mi ddl & addtofpebpe w&eppettyaraiabh, what
would you call i? Well, theDepression was affecting them ahey had this one felloyhe
couldrit support his family and he was very discouraggd,hewent down[to] the railroad
station and a newspaper article says that he jumped in front of the train as it came todygh
parts were strewn about two milesadothe track Well, now, Tom and ] we were twelveyear
old kids,you know came Saturdayhatare we going to ddwalk up and downhe track and
see if we could find any body partgaughter]So,we did We walked up and down the track
and didrt find anything Well, anyhow, Monday cameve went to school anthe next day,
we're out there playing in the playground there #tieschool So, | had a little matchbayor |
think Tom had the matchboxAnyhow, we had a matchbox there and we poked a hothe
bottom of the matchbox and stuffed it with cotton, poured some ket&chuporie end of the
cotton and my thumb was stickingoahrough the hole in the bottom of the bd8o, we slid the
cover backthere was the thumiland we went ouin the playground, running around to the girls,
"Hey, you want to see a dead gaiyhumi® Look, it's moving Heisn't dead yet [laughter]and
the girls would squeal and run away anddaxehase after them with the bloody thumb
[laughter]Well, the teacher fink} came out and wanted to know what was going[bn
explained],"Oh, well, I'm not making any noiseThegirls are the ones that are squealing and
making all the noisé [The teacher replied]\Well, they tellmeyoure to blamérere” "No, not
me. | didn't do anything' Well, anyhow she decided that Wwkhave to stay after schedlom
and | andl don't knowwho else we had involved in it think Wilbur Marewall was involved
init.

TK: Sounds right.

GS And, anyhow we were running arounchdhe schoolyard therduring recessSo,she
decided"Well, youre going to have to stay in after schtbobo,she had four or five of us lined
up there after schochnd wéd have to stay after school vémeverybody else went oahd was
playing ball ~ Wé'resitting in the classroom there and shgss&VNell, youre not going to just
sit there" Shesays,'Here € herés a book You're going to read this book to B&tosh" She
finally recognizechis problem was that he didrknow how to readHe'dnever been taught
English and hd just been promoted in the schodlhat'sthe way they did it, nobody left back



You promote themé let somebody else worry about the®o,this one teaché&ra little bit
more conscientiousShesays,"You and m and the rest of you are going to help Binto
learn Englisi' So,we would sit there and she gave us a bdadkell, the book she gave us to
read wadHuckleberry Finrand we had to read one pagach of usand thenhand the book to
the next one tosad the pageind wed sit there after schooWheneverybody else is out
playing ball, w&e readingHuckleberry Finn Well, we finally decided that the life we were
leading thergegoing to school, sitting in the classroom, wasre life we wanted The life we
wanted was likeduckleberry Finn[laughter] drifting down the Mississippi River in the summer
lazy river, you know So,we finally drew up a pactTheseRed Piratesor whatever we were,
drew up thispacté | r e mvewrdtesitrup on tk back of a papdrag and had everybody
sign it in blood [laughter]So,anyhow we're all set We were going to hitchhike down to
Pittsburghwhere the Ohio River startandthen,we would build a raft there and float down the
Mississippi € Whenwe ot to [the] Mississippj we'd sail down to New OrleandNe figured
we'd make it before it got to wintertimand thenwe weregoing to fight piratesbecause New
Orleans was where the pirates weée Thats what we knewWe remembered that part from
our history. So, we had this all signed wgnd [were]getting ready to go, had a date wwee'd
med out on the highway, and | made up a whole loaf of bread into peanut butter and jelly
sandwiches to take with m&Ve gd out on the highway and this guy éert show up
[laughter]"Oh, Tom didrit show up It's got to be wrongHe'sgoing to rot in hell He signed it
in blood [laughter]So,anyhow we'll have to look and see where hénere" Welooked, went
over to the schoandlooked in the clagsom Hewasrit there "Where is h&' We go over to
his house to see if we could find hifNow, this is where we disagre¢ say there was a sign on
the front door that sajdQuarantine Measles' He sgsit was chickenpox So, which did you
have measles or chickgox?

TK: No, actually, it was scarletinaafiner version of scarlet fever.

GS Oh, ayhow, he had a sign on the front dot@@Quarantine"'

TK: Yes.

GS Well, it's not his fault that he got whatever it wélsaughter]

TK: € 1 had to stay in the house for six weeks

GS Yes.

TK: That'swhat they did in those daydhe whole house was quarantinédobodycould go in
or out of the houseWell, my parents could come quiutnobody could go iné  Slanissed
the big adveture.

GS Yes So,he missed it Well, Big Stoshd e c i d e d ‘'€goihgego waitfa fiom to get
well. & His family was a big family He had three or four brothers and sistersd some were
older, buthis fatheran a junk dealWas a junk deal¢r He had a horse and a wagon and drove

around town collecting any kind of garbage or junk that anybody wanted to piwbatever
he could get for thahe was supporting his family phutBig Stoshwas just one more mouth to



feed when he wadrbringng in any money € Here hgBig Stosh was seventeen years glioh
the sixth gradeand he got a letter from the State of New Jerseyéthaf tlawe dort require
him to be educated past the sixth gramepast the age of seventee®o, he was out bthe
education systemThe teacher told hiphesays, "Youcarit come to school anymaré& hat'sall
the education you get for fréeSo,he was decidedWell, he had to do somethind@ hat'swhy
he wanted to gand he washgoing to go back home2 | remember telling hint'Well, look,
you go ahead and go down to Pittsburgh and wait for us there at Pittshbegh the Allegheny
and the Monongahela River megtdform the Ohio. Wait right there at the end of Pittsburgh
and you build a raft ther@nd wdl find you someplace on the rivewalking up and down the
banks of the rivet That's tle way we figured wd finally catch up to him Well, okay, in the
meantimewhat are we going to @oWe were stuck theravaiting for Tom to get over his
sarleting or whatever it was [laughter]l don't know I thought it was measlgbut, anyhow &
he went down thereé B Btgshdisappeared then and the police came aronading to
know where he was or if we knew anything about.hMum was the word So, we didrit tell
anybody anythingWe'd signed it in bloogdyou know It's a big secretsg, thats what it was
goingto be So,anyhow é oh,| guess it wag six years laterd rememberwe were waiting to
graduate from high schaoé  Wiead a rbearsal that afternoon and Tom wasé®uin the
front yard cutting the grass, when up drivesodin's egdolue Cadillac convertibleBig Stosh
behind the wheeljou know "Well, where have you been and what did yo@'d®h, he gives
usthis story youknow. é Hesays, "You people didfi show up' so, he saidhe went down to
hit Pittsburgh He found Pittsburghwell] enough He'd had enougbchooling so[that] he
could read a map a little bie He could speak pretty good English gmehs] gettingalong with
itall. € So,he did al right getting down thereWhen he got ther& h e fafteusailthg
down the Mississippi and everythirftge had to get a job someplad#’ell, he got there on the
docks and he was a bjdusky fellow Like | say, hés seventeereighteen years old then

SI: Down in New Orleans?

GS Yes and le decided hd get a job Well, the jols on the docks were availableike | say

a big husky fellow, he went to work on the docksishing bales of cotton aroyrahdso forth

€ We Iné thing washeéd had some educatiagh bthe time he got to sixth grad&ven
though he hadhlearned to read mugche was not stupidHe was fairly brilliant So, he got
himself a job on the docks there amathin a year or twphés in charge of a gang on the docks
loading and unloading cottpwhatever comes through the port thegée While working there

he foundtheunion, got involved with the unig@ because he was whjt®o; that was the other
thing that helped him dowthere Mosteverything else was run by the blacks on the dbak

he was white and he worked with theggot along with themwas] areal goodnatured fellow

So, he was quite successful in the unidrhefirst thing you knowhes in charge of thenion
that'srunning the docks down there amadter six yearse hes now about twentjour, twenty
three twenty-four years old down there and in charge of all the dockworkers in New Qrleans
So,he even toldus], he saidpart of itfwas], ¢ on paydayhe used to run a crap game and he
was the only one that could count the dots on the dice [laughter] and tell who won the pot or who
didnt, not thathewas[doing anything]illegal, buthe was making a living for himselfo,
anyhow he brought a thousdrdollars home with him and dumped it in his mothaprorand
was heading back to New Orleans when he passetTamse and saw us out thes®pped to
say hello to us and he went, took.oWell, we didn't hear from him again for another six years



orso Bythattimeé it was |. aforgotwhenliwas nowh eas after World War

II. € I happened to be in New Orleans and figurtddrly and look him upif he was connected

with the unions So,| went to the union hall andried to] find out if anybody knew or heard of

him or anything € S o0 me se@neegto think that he went back to Russia during World War

Il, working as an interpreter, which sounds logitaltwe never could prove much of Ve

also found out that a couple of sisters were living in Rahway and got marriedtthey hadt

heard from himeither So,he just disappeared in World War NVhetherhe was on our side or

their side or wherever he wdwe] never heard anything more fromhild | o f tha&ih sai d
Tom hadrt had the measles and we went down to New OrJeemgould have run the whole

country from there [laughter]

SI: Wow, thatis pretty amazing
GS Well, those things happen, you know

Sl: Was BigStosha rarity or were there more kidgw didnot know how to speak Engligh
Wasit an immigrant neighborhood?

GS No, I think he was the only one that | know of that had that kind of a problem
SI: Were there a lot of immigransdimmigrant groups in the neighborhood?

GS Oh, I think sg at that time Who else dd we hav® We had a group of Italians there that
were in school with us antddont know, we didit pay mucHattention]to who was whaté

SI: There waso conflict.

GS No. é We didrt have any fight with themé O he hadnone little problem therence

in awhile They had the parochial schophich] was run bySt. Mary's [Church] and we were

public [school]students In parochial schoglthey had to pay for their educatian saq they

usually went to paihial school two or three yeatsut, onceit got to high schoahere they

went to the public schools Wéused to have fights €& that star
ball that somebody thought was fair ahdwe'd stand thereargue with it and[be] swinging

baseball clubs or baseball bats here and tiereut, generally | dont think there was anything

serious

EB: Werethere any AfricaPAmericans families?

GS Oh,yes we had two or three AfricaAmericans thereWho? Jones was oneYou heard
what happened to BillWhat was his first nanfe

TK: Kenny Jones.
GS Kenny Jones.

TK: Hebecame a doctor

1C



GS Yes he became a doctoHe couldrt do much in schoolWe thought he was probably one
of the stupidest ones in the clags Fouryears after wee out of high schoolve find out hés
getting his doctds degree.

EB: Wasthere any racism?

GS | dont think sa We got along good with him.

TK: There weret very many

GS No.

TK: I think, in high schoglwe had aboufour black kidsand they were acceptéd as equaldl
think.

GS Yes We did our homework together with them
TK: Yes.
SI: Were you involved in any activities at schdie sports othe newspapet

GS No, I wasn't | was a little puny kid, smallest one in the class, and Tom was pretty close to
me. [laughter]é

TK: They lined us up by heighih school

GS Yes He was about fourth and | was fiftié
TK: Skidwas first | was second.

EB: What about clubd

GS In school?

EB: Besideghe Red Pirates?

GS | don't know We had our own clulihe Red Pirateglaughter]which didrit meanmuchto
anybody else

SI: Are there any other adventures that you rementiaesides thiplannedexpedition to New
Orleans?

GS Well,é tat was | doing in New Orleans after the war

SI: | meant ¢her things that you did with the Red Pirat@her tharthe BigStoshstory.
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GS Oh, yes, v had a treasure chest we buried up in the woods somepglace

TK: We had an islandWe identified an island in the Rahway RivaNe called it Treasure
Island By then we'd readTreasure Island

GS Yes.

TK: [Robert Louis]Stevensois Treasure Islangand we built a clubhouse on this islandt of
abig packing caseand wed buriedthe treasure, you knqwnder a big oak tree, so many paces
from suchandsuch a pointé the directionsmaybe its still there.

GS I dont know. It could be I think | wentbackandtried to dig it up one time, couldriind
it. [laughter]

EB: What was in the treasure box?

GS Oh, anything.

TK: Junk jewelry é

GS Anything we could find  dittleatab, like this, from a can of beer or something we had
andburied that We had oh, a diamond ringwhich was a piece of glass aadeal chap ring
that | dort know where we found thadndé  eouple of oldindianHeadpennies or something
was in it Thatwas probably the most valuable stuff that we had, put it in albgeanddug a
hole and buried iandtrampled it down, spread busha®und if so[that] nobody else could find
it.

TK: It's anazing what literature did for usVe were caught up iHuckleberry FinnTreasure
Island Thesebecame the things that motivated us.

GS And Errol Flynn fighting the pirateand who is th@ther one that was swashbuckling
aroun® Oh, [I] canit think of them all

SI: Were you able tgo see movies?

GS Yes we had moviesé T -eamt movieyou goin the dternoon and [that was] if we
could get ten centdf not, we snuck in through thback door or something.

EB: Did you listen to radi®@
GS Well, we had one fellonBob Miller, ¢ he was our radi¢signal?) HeandGeorge Jensen
wereboth radiocenthusiast. They ran two ham stationandl had one illegal onghat | never

did get over to New York to get a license with Everynow and thenl'd get on the aiwith
somethingtalk to somebodyandwe built them ourseks, little onetube radios.
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SI: Those were ham radipghough.
GS No, they wergust forjust radio
Sl: For picking up broadcasts.

GS é You couldrt call it a ham radio We weren't onthe right frequencies and vad, oh,
justsparkgapnoise we coulana k e sendéut over the aiTheywere illega) butwed
practice code and we were slo& | usedto louse up half of the messages | tried to seénd
eventually did get a license to ham radiatl never used it too much € couldrit tell whether
| was talking to somebody in the next town or whether it &vasoming in from Europeor|'d
get somdoreign language on there, South Amerimagcouldrit talk to themeither.

EB: Did your parents ever talk about politisile you weregrowing up?

GS Not too much | remember my father explaining thaRoosevels going to ruin this
country Sodal Securityis going tobankruptit." é We had a butteandegg man that used to
come on Friday night®r somethingl guess we were about his last stapd h& come in and
hed sit there in the living room, my father talking to him, arguing with, laipuntil midnight
We kids were trying to sleep up there artte, my father told him, [Mr. Skidmoreslarns his
fist on thetable] "It's going to ruin the countty [laughter]

EB: He did not like Roosevelt.

GS Al Smith, too, he didft care muchdr Al Smith, either, buthe didrit vote for him,or he
didn't have to vote for himHe was[in] a differenté tate.

Sl: Do you remember seeing aNgw Dealprograms in your areéike the WPA [Works
Progress Administratiofi]

GS Yes TheNRA, [National Recovery Act]was thergyou could [see thatputl dont think
it affected us too muchWPA, ng well, yes Bill Dalton went to WPAor CCC [Civilian
Conservation Corps] guesstwas € T h a faftewa got out of high schaa couple of
them went to CCC.

TK: And | worked for the NYA, National Youth Administratipfor one summemdigging
ditches.

GS See?

EB: Did you have a jobwvhile you weregrowing up?

GS Yes  Waéll, the farms around theré, | used to go up to Clark Townshipéwork on
thefarm. € [The]farmer used to take a truck down to Freeholdere there was a farmers

market and hé&l trade some of the stuff that he gnemior whatever the others haé He
would run around towrirying to sell vegetables and fryitsnd | can remembgioo, € some
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woman wanted to know these were locally-grown orangesHe said,'Oh, yes theyre grown
[locally].” [laughter]é [l said],"What do yu mean'locally-grown orangesand yotre saying
'Yes?" He says,"What does sheare? If she knew any better, she wouldask us' [laughter]
e

SI: What would you do on the faftmWhatwere some of your chores?

GS Oh, pulling weeds, picking tomatoes, picking beans apdng up the corné  Wh leen
would leave the farmhe wauld say],"You'rein charge Makesure the horses get fédé In
thespring we'd have to walk behindahorse He hada most unmatched team of hors&3ne
always wanted to go the opposite direction Trging to plow a field with a plowl had to do
more pushing on that plow than the horses didould doit better without theml think, but,
anyhow it was summer workmostly.

EB: Did you go to any dances when you were in high school?

GS No, not much I think we had one dance | went tti didn't work out too good.

EB: You didnot date at all

GS No. We were"womenhaters' [laughter] Tom was chief womahater

TK: | was what?

GS You were the chief womahater.

TK: No.

GS Well é

TK: You dated before | did, | remember that

GS Yes butl dont remember doing that mughither.

SI: Were there other social activities, sosjglettogethers?

GS é Tgo to the movie,'dl have to take my sis&io the moviesome time, every now and
then butl dont recallé doingmuch with them.

SI: What were your favorite subjects in school?

GS. Oh,we hated all of them[laughter]Miss Carhart'€nglish class, Shakespeare, always
[said], "Wehate it" or, "l hate it" anyhow.

Sl It sounds like you got pretty involved reading though
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GS Yes Weread booka&nd thingshut mostly pirate storieand we went to see dlrrol
Flynn'smovies é | still cant think of the other swashbuckleé

EB: Who was your favorite movie star?
GS | guess Errol Flynnl guess He was always winning.
SI: Were you interested in aviation at all as a child?

GS No. We built model airplanes that ditifly. € Tom gave me the first
airplane when he was taking lessons, | gugsst in 1942 of41, was it?

TK: That was when | was in the Civil Pilot Training program at Rutgeysunior[year] and
spring of my senior yearé  Aasresult of thatl got my private pilos licenseand thené |
guess it was in th8pringof 1942 because | graduated May h@nd | went on active dutn
June 15th Sq it was within that period that | took you up for your first airplane.ride

GS Yes.

TK: We walked up to Westfield Airport and they checked me ou{waafirented an airplane
for an hour and flew aroundrer the countryside.

EB: What did you think about that first flight that you went on?

GS | didn't think there was too much to ié | looked at itfas], if you had some place to go, it
might be worthwhilebut, just taking off from an airportircling aroungdand thencoming back
down, didn't seem to do much for m& Besides, airplanes were too dangeraéis T hgetyo
be real dangerous when they were shooting.aéus

TK: As yodll learn later though, he later had his own airplane

GS Oh, yes.

TK: His personal airplane thhe owned for a number of years

SI: Before going into the service, did you get to travel nfuthd you ever travel much farther
than Freehold?

GS Il dont know, nottoo muché | d o n Weusddino gote New York City every now
and thenUpstateNew York, wheresome of our relatives, ancient relativiaged, or where they
had farmsor things like that

EB: Whenyou werea senioiin high school, did you always picture that you were going to go to
college? Did you just think that that was the next step?
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GS No. Wefigured we were going to have to go to wdrkt, after we got out of high school,
the Depression was ptinere weret that many jobsé  Mfather kept telling mehe says,

"Well, if you canjf we can afford it we're going to send you to collegeWell, he was going to
send my sister to colleg&Shewas the oldestHe wanted everybody to have a college education
but my sister was always too sicklg  hd mentioned somethintp go down to the college
and sign upor apply for admissiaror something, she got sick, couldgo. So, finally, he said
"Well, all right, youre next in line If she cath go to college, maybe y#lugo to school and help
support the family Well, he had the idea that | was going to support the whole family the way
he supported his family, his sisters and broth&s | was supposed to support the famibyo,

[for] sometime, when Iwent [to] get a college educationWell, after three years obdege, he
was running out of money and he couldafford it]. Hetold me he didi think he could afford
to pay tuition for the fourth year in colletfgere that Id have to do somethingWell, thats

when | started workingl got a job with Air Redction Sales Company, which was a weird job
Air Reduction Sales Companwyhat they didwas], they would take liquid air and manufacture
it, and thené once they had liquid aithey would distill it and different gassegare gasses
would come off atifferent temperaturesSo, they invented and made all these bitisst Well,
one thing that | remembghey had liquid oxygeriwhich] is very corrosive So, if you make a
machine that handles liquid oxygsmu cart make it out of ordinary iron ateel It had to be
pretty highgrade stainlesstee] and some of the valves, the only thing they could find that
wouldrit corrode out was goldSo here € o theyd haveto manufacture their own valsand
so forth [do] a lot of machine work on the So, | was supposed to keep track{tbfe gold]

Well, even before they made it, theget the drawings made @p onacertain valve and |

would have to measure the valyeu know, andfrom it, calculate how much gold had to go
into it, that had tde usedand thensee that the gold was ordered, where the paperwork went
through a lot of paperwork on something like th&o, I'd read these drawings and try to
calculate how much of what metal they were going to aisél had a job like that in the
summer é | finally convinced them it was just as easy to use an Archimedes on esn't

he the one that called, "Eurekdnave found i?"yes € We lod put the object in water and
weigh it, andthen,you take it out of the water and weigh ¥ou have a difference there and you
couldé tell how much gold was on the thing and how much steel was [Editor's Note: Mr.
Skidmore is referring to Archimedes' Principle, "Any object, wholly or partly immersed in a
fluid, is buoyed up by a force egl to the weight of the fluid displaced by the objecg§ I'd

have to work on that So, | did thatmathematics on that anél just from the drawingsnade up
[the orders] It was a summer jgb kutthey paid me enough so thtte lasfyear], | had
enough é

--------------------------------------- END OF TAPE ONE, SIDE ONHE------n-rnmmszmmmemmmeemmeenes

GS é Iwag looking for a job thergto stay onbutmy father said"No." Hefinally figured
out, came Septembgtime é for tuition to [be] due,thathe figured h&l pay it € | think he
borrowed some monefrom somebodyto pay for my last year of education Whgenl
graduategdhe gave me a bill for abothree thousand dollateat he had sperthaté he figured
| owed him for my ollege educationWell, that was more than the educatidrhetuition didrit
come to that muché | lived at home and commuteand so forth € Hewas chargingny
sister rent nowsince she graduated from high schade was charging her rent theshile she
was staying homeSaq if | was living home|[he figured]l'd have to pay him someso, anyhow,
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as | sayafter | graduateche figured | owed him abotiiree thousand dollars$So,when | got
into servicel used to send hifmoney] Mostof my pay went back home to hjrto pay off the
debt So, by the time the war was ovéld paid off thethree thousand dollarsSo, then when |
came home from the war, | got married and he gave nmibithe thousand dollaes a wedding
present [laughter]So, hats the way we survived

SI: Why did you choose the Newark College of Engineering?

GS Oh, | wroteto a couple of colleges and found they were pretty experasmneENew Jersey
College of Engineering there wastate collegand thegovernmensupported it | think the
first year[of] tuition was 183lollars whichhe[my father] could afforgdor € hed help me pay
for it, sothatit was mostly on price, and thidyaccepted me.

EB: Did you know anything about engineering beforelfaiid you have an interest in it?
GS Well, my father wanted me to become a mechdikie him, or a machinistt at | east
something like thaté Oh, | wasrit really interested in it that muclké You know, it was
something to do and | understoodfipugh | found it interesting, better than Shakespeare
Shakespeare, | just coultiatand that guy[laughter]

EB: Did you participate in any extracurricular activities in college?

GS Oh,l managedfencing team, which | think we beat Rutgers on.

Sk Really?

GS Yes.

SI: Did you play against Tom?

GS é Y e s playad Well, we had West Point we beat, aodi, | dont know where else we
had fencing teams in those days.

EB: Did you takeup fencing because of all of your readingHtidckleberry Finnand fighting
pirates?

GS Probably yes, probably [laughter]

SI: Did you just manage the team or did you participate?

GS Oh, I waspatrticipaing. | gotwhoopedmore often than | warbutl managed it
SI: Do you remember which blade you &eal?

GS Well, mostly foil, although I liked the epgleecause the foil moved too fast for the judges to
see what was going pwhere with [an] epee, if you left a mark dmm, you know, the epee we
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had oh, | forgot what t was We'dput a red dye otheend,tip of the foil, and itwould leave a
red blotch which you could erase qfibut, if you had your white jacket on, if they found any red
dots on itwell, they could telthatyou made a toughvhereas the others, a flick of the wiastd
you @ould make a touch with a fqibutthe umpire didi see it You got cheated out of.it
[laughter]é

SI: Had you done any fencing before college?

GS Oh, just with Tom and wooden sticks for swardkughter]We used to run around
Douglas Fairbanksie was the other fencer

SI: Okay.

GS Yes | knew Id think of it He was the other fencer that we had

EB: What year was thjsvhenyouwere in college?

GS Well, we graduated from high school'88, and][it was] '38,'39, '40,'41.

EB: At that point when you graduateftiom high school, what was the feelimghen you would
readabout what was going on in Europelre paper?

GS We read thembutwe didrit really believe everything that was sagither ~ Theyhad a
draft there butwe figured "Well, it's [not serious] Everybodywas getting out of the drafiVe
didn't know too many people that got draftethey weretft really pushing it Theywould call
them in andby the time they gave them a physj@al h a | f hadfflunkeboetnso, we
didn't worry about it and never thought theyeally get a hold of us that wag

EB: Did you think thatawar was coming with Japan?

GS Yes,we figured there probably would beutwe didrit know how it was going to affect us
€ | sgabat the first time we really heard too much about it was in Matéa a8 The
war started in Decembé&rl and we figured'Well, maybe we will get involved in it butwe
didn't know what it would be é | didnt reallyfigure there was that muchvolved in it but, in
March of'42, the Navy recruiting team came to the college and they gave us lecturésens]
trying to tell us that'Okay, what we can déor you [is], we need pilots, wietrain you to be a
pilot, afighter pilot and all thagoes with it You'll get a uniform right awayWe'll give you a
commission You'll get a uniform as a cagebr something"and youl go off to another nine
months[of training]. We'll make pilots out of yoywith] € a commissiofi and so forth e
We didn't know what the difference between being drafted or commisgdim{an] enlisted
personnefwas], but, when they came to me and asked me if | would sigryayp know,[I
replied],"No, | dont think sq  dbesrt sound likethatgoodadeal for me' figuring that by
now, we were getting to see wele the jobs were, whoasgetting jobswhich, let me bring
you upto-date on that Well, before in the Summerof '41, maybeJuly and August,'in working
at this Air Reduction Sales Company and hawrgb theregetting paid € |lookedat the
graduating classetheClassof '41. € Being you know it's a small collegeyou couldrt help
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knowing people that were in different classésfact a lot of people were spending five and six
years to gethrough the engineering degre®en in those days, and, soey were started out in
theClassof '41 or'40 andfinally, they were getting into our clas#e knew them as
classmatesonly taking halfa course that we were taking, because ‘thajreag had other ones

€ Anyhow, that summet looked around and saw that a lot of the people that graduatet in
did not have jobghat wereanywhere connected with engineeringhey were making
hamburgersindworking inthedrugstoreand sowhere arette engineering jobs thate [were]
told [about]? Theschool told us, you know, that they had advertiseghigineeringvas going to
be a place th&t going to need plenty of helpWe'recoming on the war and the enginears
going to win the war forverybody. It's not like any and all these other job$a, all right, they
[his classmatedpoked at"Well, we'll have a job' but, then there wereh any jobs You know,
1941, nobody gofjobs]. Theygraduatd from college and here it wa&ugust,Septemberin

‘41, and they were still looking for jobg2 | foundagroup of students that had graduated before
us and what they were doifgas], they saigd"Well, we hal to make our own job and we found
something that interesting Therewas a schoagr up in" oh, which one was it nobWNew
Hampshire | think it was in Portsiouth up there;about a 12500t schooner there, needed a
little bit of work on it and we went up and looked dt&nd this group had already looked at it
before and they had diad out that what they could ¢lwas], € they could survivebutthey
wererit going to get rich on itTheytook ths schooneandrepaired ifand thenthey could
handle, ohmaybe a traileload of lumber You couldload that down below decks theredanp

in New Hampshirgthey hadalot of hardwood lumbenvaswhat they grew thereThefurniture
factorieswere down in North Carolinavhereé the underneath pdif the furniture]was soft
pinewood buttheyd have aveneer on top and theyhave taget some of the hardwoods for the
veneer So,they needed this lumber brought dowirucking wagan option] All right, you
could go up there and truck it doyand they were getting paid pretty good money for a
truckload of lumber  Wéfigured, "Well, we @nbring it down to them otheboatandwelll
have a lot of fun sailing around up and down the coast Wh wimter comes, we can take the
sailboat and go dowjto the]the South Seasind maybevell find pirates down therg | dont
know. [laughter]l think, there € well, we're reading stories about all the women they had with
their grass skirts down themancingoutin front of usall, looked like a better life than anything
€ Y &now, it was something we could d&o, we went over ath asked thepi'What'sthe
chances of gettingjob with you peoplgin the crew herg' He said "Well, [the] only job we
have open is for a navigator'Oh, well, dl right, let me see what | have to do to become a
navigator" So,l went to the math pfessor there in Newark and asked him what he kriew
said,"You know, we've been studying engineering here an/ekad a lot of mathematics, a lot
of arithmetic and different trigonometrgnd so forthbutone thing we havetrhad,there'sone
part ofmathematics that we never got anythjog], were getting ready to graduate, when do we
learn spherical trigopnomet?ywhich is an altogether different part of mathematics thdd we
seen He says;Well, we dort teach that heréhe said,’but, if you want to learn it, thefe a
couple of books in the library you can take antistudy it on your owni,he sgs, "and, if you

get stuckmaybe | can help you out a little but," he said"frankly, | never studied it myself
So,all right, | went and gohis books out of the library and started getting interested in, duean
there was a lot of extra work involvedying to do spherical trigonometryt's altogether
different from thatwith no teacher and no instructéutthe books weré understandble é

| was able to read and | studied them, wdmd know what else | had to dé Well, the Coast
Guardissues the license for coastal navigat@s,all right, let me see what | can d&o,| went
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to theCoast Guar@ndthey said "Well, youll have to have a sextant and jteen] give you a
test” So,l came down here to tighore | dont remember where it was nowherewas a
Coast Guardtation down here someplace down in north of BelmarSomewhereip there,
there was &oast Guardtation, which | think probably dodstill] exist Thebuilding exists
anyhow butl don't know if | could find it againbutl came down there and they sdidou'll
have to have a sextahtWell, | didnt have a sextanand € not only that butthe deapest
sextant | could find was about 186llars,for a used onendl| said "Well, | carit affordthe 135
dollarsfor a sextant So,I'll see what | can db | had a piece of plywood and started working on
that and | cut it out, neit about the dimeter of this table herdt was ovethreefeet andl]
made myself a big sextaiike that Well, | figuredé a large sextant will have the accuracy
butit's going to be clumsy to us&o, | went back to th€oast Guarénd showed them my
sextant [l] said, "Well, here | can measure your angles here and do the matheraatisge if |
can show you where we dnere" € Theycame in ad they werehaving a lot of fun oubf the
great big sextant | brought in[laughter]So,anyhow, they said'Well, come onlet's see what
you can do with it' | said "I'll show you it works' So,I did. Theytook me out one nighon a
nice, clear night off [the] Jersey coast her&Ve got out there anfl] took some shots for them,
brought it back and did saof the mathematidbatl hadfiguredout from booksandthey
finally decided "Okay, herés your licensg¢ | was a coastal navigatoso,| went back and
figuredthat, "Well,now, | can get a jopsailing up and down the coasthich is a better jokhan
[most]. It's almost like fighting pirates anyhow, as close'dsbme to it' So,l was all set to
[do this]. Thiswas in August of41, andof coursecame Decemben '41 and things changed a
little. So,theyre not going to be sailing a sailit up and down the coast.

EB: Was there a fear of German submarines?

GS Oh, I dont remember that that earlyWe ran into them later gand no, we had the
sailboat therelt had a little steam enginae it, too. Well, thats the other problem weiticized
Newark Engineeringvith. If you'll recall back in the30s all the railroads ran with steam
engines and every factory you saw around had a big smokestadkhat]itame up  Inside
they had a little steam engira,a boiler anda stean engineand they ran a pulley with it and
the pulleys up in the ceiling Theyhad these pulleys running around ditety had]belts down
to othermachinery, sewing machines or whatever they wéte factory, whatever they
manufactured, stamping pressand all, was run by stear8o,the mechanical engineering
course up at Newark was a little bit heavy on steam engieslearned tables of entropy and
enthalpyandpressures and all of thdtuté it wasrit that practical Therewere no jobs left fo
steam enginesThey were getting rid of themndputting in diesels and steam turbinasd so
forth, butnot much on th¢steam]engines So,anyhow,é  w eirl March then, th&lavy came
around trying to recruit the college studenénd all right, € a couple of guygot [hooked on],
"Oh, yes,were goingto make you a pilot and give yauniform, wings and all You'rethe
glamorous partf fighting this war You'll win it, € of courseovernight you know You'reall
going to become naval aviasg' butl told them "No, | dornit think | want to be a naval aviator
Besidesthe Navy needs navigators and you need people that can run your steam engines
Youvegot a lot of smaller boats that | can handle the enginerdrcan assishgang thatuns
some of youbigger steam engingsand[they said] "Well, all right, we dort have a billet for
you handybutwe hope to have a billet available in another mgnthVell,” | said "I donit
graduate until Juné "Oh,we can take care of thatVell get you your graduation earlieré
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Well, that wasa promise butit didn't look like they were giving them arjgarlier] graduation
TheNavywasrit expanding that fasand s@the jobs werehopen So,anyhow, | told them Id
rather,"If they hae an openingyou know wherel can run a steam engine and do some
navigation, Il accept thatbutl dont want to fly your airplane% So,all right, they said"Well,
what wdl do [is], your draft board is right tight on your heels théneyre stating to really put
pressure on peopleé Draftboards had to produceé Well, I lived up € at the timethe
family had moved up to Westwood, New Jerseyd Westwood, New Jersey a little village up
there One thing they had was a big tuberculdsispital up thereandl forgot what they cadid

it now. € Wherethe allotments were fdthe] draft, they had so many people they had to get
and if you had a big population that was in the hospital or running the hospijadlidn't matter
to the drét board Theywanted so many peoplnis and thatin the next draft callingyou

know, and sg@you would have to be calledVell, most of them that they called worked in the
hospita) or a good number of themwere either in the hospitgdatients or worked in the
hospital, which couldhbe drafted So, that left everybody elsé that was eligible, had to be
drafted So,l told theNavy, "Well, all right, & if you get me a billetyou know where Ié

think | can do something for you, anythibgtflying your airplanes and they said"Oh, well
take care of thatand | said"Well, you're going to have to do somethitigg | told theNavy
theyd have to do something in a hyrtBecausehe draft board is already sending me a notice
that within thirty days prepare to report within thirty daysor something like that, and they
said "We'll take care of ité You ga Evenif the draft board dodslo that] you graduatgand
then they take you¢ as soon as we have an opening for, yeeican gie you the commission
and wdl get you a transfe¢ from theArmy to theNavy, and youll be all set theri So,all

right, | sort of believed thepthat thats what would happenOf courseé | graduated anthe
day after graduatign get a notice fronthe draft board to report;t¢ wh e r & Sensepglace t
overin New York City therefor the naval draft boardeé

Sl 90 Church Street?

GS é Yes I think thats where it wasyes Church Streetand went over there to talk to them
and they said'Well, we still dorit have an opening for youReportto your draft board as they
want angdas soon as we hatee opening, w8l transfer you We'll send you a noticé Now, |
believed themyou know So,the draft board came around aright after gradation | had

about three days to get everything straightened up and reperltol was still arguing with
them | found, that same day had a call from thé&lavyto report and they just waedto let me
know that they were taking care of thing3o, instead of reporting to the draft board, | just let it
go by andof coursea week lateran MP shows up at the house, going to escort toghe

Army. So,l figured, "Well, all right, what can | do aboutdt So,I'm drafted € Well, the first
thing they do isthey get us down to Fort Dix ther®e report thereand thentheyé give us
some tests andpparentlyl did better orthearithmeticthan some of thipthers] Theydidn't

give me any tests on Shakespefleeighter]butthey gave me mthematics tests and things like
that € which were easy"So,okay, youve got an 1Q of over 10§oure in theAir Force é
Anybodythat has an IQ over 140 here is goinghis group down theré So, all right, they sed
me down to Florida, down tdliami Beach, Florida There,they gve us some more tests and
well, | remember the first day in tiermy down therein Florida é T hgawe ughe

handbook, soldié&s handbook, and the first thing in thereisyauh , what é do t hey
now? € I] cant think what they wantedTherules for guard duty, what are tie\ot orders
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it was a soldiés handbook that had youfh, "Speako no one unless spoken'tand a lot of
that stuffin there

SI: Regulations?

GS Yes they were regulationdut esery soldier got a handbook like that leasté down
there everyone had themé T Firs&t day there, they gave us this handhoék I'll think of it
before we're done, maybé Y €S3peakto no one unless spoken'te@ | dont know, "You
hawe to, ifyoure standing guard dutypu salute all officers’ and all that So, t was a handbook
that they gave yqwhat youwere supposed to ddSo, they gave it to us about teftlock in the
morning there andy two dclock in the afternogrtheycalled us out;Did anybody remember
your;" general orders, | think they wer&es | think it wasthehandbook with general orders
"Anybody remember their general ordelesarn their general ordeyet?" ¢  Wgot them at ten
o'clock in the morning andadlunch and nobody had even looked at the thingoked

through, turned two or three pagesotighit while | was eating lunch or somethirand they
camein € Q hbout two &lock in the afternogrthey brought a truckload of oil drums.oé
They opened them uandin these oil drums were a bunch of rifles left over from World War |
all soaked up in whale oile  Some of these barrelgou operedthem upand,oh, they stunk

real ripe Theyd been sitting in them fdwentyyears, sitting ithewhale oil é They smelled
bad butthey wanted them cleaned,you know Well, we looked at therandthey had broken
stocks on themé Wefinally picked a couple of them gutou know,andcleaned them up a
little bit and theSergeansays"” H e r eeg tha speck Getthat off of theré' We'd have to do
that for them We finally cleaned up enough of theso [that] we had some riflesand then|
think about six &lock at night there, after cleaning rifles all afternoon, they called us out again
and they wanted to knove " A n yhere ckimember general ord&rand, "No"
"Somebody'gjot to remember onéNe gave you the book this mornin@idn't you even look at
it? € Somebods got to knowé their general orders a little biflustgive me onegeneral

order Somebodyay one' € gaid,"Well, oh, yes] can remember on&peakto no one
unless spoken t8. "Okay, youre number oné,and he saysDid you hear what he s&dwhat
did he say" "Speak to no one unless spokeni tdrou're number twq" [laughter]right down

the line [laughter]He picked out about sixteen of uend here we weré@ down in Miami,

living in a hotel there So, when itcame time for going to betiNope, you sixteen are coming
out here Hereg pick yourself a fle." So,we got rifles that we cleaned in the afternopn
supposedly "Here'sclips, ammunition clipsfor them You're goingto be [standing]guard duty
on the beach toniglit Well, the beach down thereas arow of palm treesand thenthere was a
little bit of a highway in there and anotHesw of] palm[trees] Weve got to patrol the beach
between the twgroves ofé palm trees that they had the® Okay, we'll do that andwe get
out thereand, ohthey also showed us how to fiteegun "You pull the trigger € T Hired
the gun" you know [laughter]é Here we al[ h a d1Jj898 éifles we had, and patrol the beach
é

TK: Probably Enfield [Lee-Enfieldrifles], werert they?
GS Yes, ®me of them were thafThey wereft even all he same makeSome were

Springfields,Springfield 19091 think, or something like thatSo,anyhow they take us out on
the beach anfay], "You patrol the beaché Y opatrol isfrom here to here and yumeet
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the guy coming up the other way arabyturn around and walk back again Yadi walk back
until you meet somebody up here again and go and guard the otheYaagive him the
passwordandturn around and go back down agéi®o, here we argout there on the beach, ten
o'clock at nightyou know and nothing going on muchbutthey tell usyou know "If you see
anything move between the beach and falm tree, shoot first and ask questions afterwards
You'renot going to have time to ask any questioriVell, suppsing somebody, @nof our

me n é"Don'tworry about it We have nobody elseNobody'son this beaclut you, and
youre in command and your orders dkou shoot first and ask questions later"brgo, all

right, we're there on the beach and walking up and dowe'relistening Oh, about midnight
we hear something down the beachas. Two shots mg outandtherés some yelling going
on down thergbutit was not our territoryso we walkup and down the beachVell, we finally
get tq oh, six dclock in the moning. We'refinally relieved of dutyyou know and we go back
in andwant to know what was going on out thef&Vell, there was a dog out on the beasth,
somebody shot the ddgand[we asked]"What else was the noi®€ "No other noiseé Ther e
was no nois¢ é  Ahip was sunk off the coast theabout two or three miles off the coast
there right near Miami There was a ship down theré/e did see the smoke anah, a little bit
of reflection of the flames out the@nd[we asked]"Whatwasit?" "Well, we dort know. It
wasone of our tankerfthat] got torpedoed and that was' it'Well, what happened to the people
that were on the thir§ € " Mof shém were savet "Okay." Well, we find out that two of
the sailors on the ship that sveorpedoed swam ashore, walked up through our guard, all the
guards that we had there, out to the highway and hitchhiked a ride into lawghter]Nobody
saw themnobody fired shots at them or anythjmgit his was the first action we sawe

werert really involved in itandweé [ hamld Been in thé\rmy for about three daysad
spent most of it on the tramde down to Florida We had some more tests the next, dang
anybody that could do a square rddtou're going to be sent out to Cobmta™ "Whats in
Colorad®" € Theyreacooks and bakeischoo) out in Lowry Field, Coloradd "What are
we going to cookandbakery schoolfor?" "It's the Army. You'reorderedoutthereto report to
cooks and bakers schdolWell, we got orthetrain, arickety, old train that we thought was
going to jump the tracks any minut&€hetracks were so wobbly and everything that | was
beginning to wonder about it'd never ridden on a railroad that was that clunésyWell, they
gave us a tray to geur food on and you get a cup of coffaéin cup you know,anda cup of
coffee é E v e r wadketdrqugh the Pullman cars that we weraipto the front end
Whenyou get enough, about thirty peopls in the frontwhere there was nmoreroomfor
them, thenthey could turn around and walk back Toget through the baggage car, you had
your tin tray there and th&yput a spoonful of peas on them awinestring beans and a potato
and youd walk through the carWell, you're walking throughihe car and % a rickety train that
bouncing up and down like this and you get to the betweerigapk € Y o hdlding this

tray outand you get between two cars and the wind would catch yoyr'Wepsh" [laughter]
So,your whole mealas dumpged on you and you go baftb] try and get another oné&/'ou're
out of luck é In the baggage ca¢ somebody put a steel plate down aowl thaf theyé

built a fire and put a couple of cinderblocks there and put an oil drum on ihahd oil drum
they took a bag of coffee, coffee beans, and soaked them in ¥l get your cup, theg

pour some of this coffee in it an@l like | say, in going between cars, yoa bouncing around
and é tingraywould go up and the coffeeuld be spilled dlover the place Y ou figured

it wasrit worth it to get the cup of coffee badkut t was a rough roadrinally, we got to
Colorado and went to Lowry Field and thiera big sign ug as you enter the field there,
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"Welcome to Lowry Field € s o me ikeh"Homg of the CooksandBakersfor the Air

Force You, too, can be & master baket [laughter]So,anyhow we went out there trying to
figure out "Who decided that we & to be cooks and baké&sé Well, they finally decided to
send us out to kool and we go imtschool € [ Wied out there was lots of checking on us
to see who we were and what we wéoghe extent that they went back to where | grew up in
Rahway | lived across the street from the fire department and they interviewédethe
departmentwaning to know what kind of a character | was, and same waytivehchools
Theywent to some of the teachers | had and checked me out at Néwseke what kind of a
student | was, andnh getting letters from home thdThe FBI came around again arél  w e
wanted to know what you didNell, why is the FBI looking at you afavhat is] so importari?”
and so forth "I don't know anything about.it Well, after about three weeks thevee found
that a couple of the guys that were withwere kicked out and we were goin@idifferent
school, an armament schodArmament, what is that Well, we find out a little later onthat

it was a bombsight maintenance schfial, which we had to learn about the bombsight, Norden
bombsightand we were going to maintain theio, they finally started giving us the
mechanism in there and what it was doing and how it woeksdiso forthand it was touted to
be "This was the thing that was going to win the wautit had to be kept secrétyou know
So,we looked at it andight away it looked to me like thehadsome errors in ithatit wasrit
going to work and hey said"Don't worry about it € | goihgsto work" you know Well, |
analyzed it from my own experience and | s&&bmeof this is not going to workY ou've got
something in here thatscrewing up the workdt just doestt work that way Mathematicsand
certain laws of gravity, Newton and thetiney made regulationsyou'redropping bombs
Accordingto Newton they have to gavhere they'r¢headed]. You know, theyre going to go
down, theyre not going to fall ug and oh, there wera couple of other things theré 1 was
dissatisfied with itas far astechnically it just didrit work. So,[l] tried to €ll them that;'No, it
doesrt work." & | had an instructor there and | asked him wheté Irarned his mathematics
| said "This isn't going to work that way andhe said "Well, thats the way it has to beecause
the Army says so," ad, finally, | had one or two of them, one or two pegpietnobody of any
rank thatwould agree with mel had a fellow from Princeton that was thénat waspretty
good on his mathematics aéd aice fellow € Well, | remember him foone othething. &
Thefirst mission he went on, we were flying alongside of him there,adinaf a suddephis
plane falls out of formatiohere Thisis him, this is the leaghip. Hefalls out of formation
goes overright underneath the ship there, the one in front oftheh he was supposed to be
following, € just as w&e letting the bombs gand the ship above him droppabdomb right in
the copilot's, rightin his lap | rememberthe fellows name was Smitlandarecent Princeton
graduateandthe whole plane justisappearedé We had this big explosion alongside of us
and heard metal tearing around our pla@el looked out the window to see eteit was there
and all | could see was four streaks of smelth) each engine leaving a smoke streak as it fell
down and on top of it came fluttering pieces of a win@gpiece ofthetail. Thewhole plane
just disappearedSo,that was one of the first experiences | remember there, still trying to
convince somebody that the Norden bombsight was not as accuralaasupposed to bdt
would workall right at low altitudes Theerror wastt much butthere was a big discrepancy
once you got up to altitugand I tried to convince some of themfound out the instructor that
was teaching y® he was a civilia instructor an@ | startedaskng him about his
mathematics "Well, where did he get his schoolifigyou know and he was a schoolteacher
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Hetaught fifth grade arithmeticSo, they made him an instructor and promoted him to second
lieutenant.

TK: Skid, you mentionedin connection with the Norden bombsight, the theory of centrifugal
force bombing Now, was that a function of the bombsight or was it a function of how it was
used?

GS é There is no such thing as centrifugal force bombing.
TK: No, butyou told me about that.

GS Well, I know that this guy, we had some bombardiers that saidhbatvanted to use it
butit doesrt work. € T his moesuch thing as centrifugal forck's a fake forcgé butthe
biggest thinglet me put it thé way € Wellgliess Einstein was more famous for it, his
Theory of Relativityand he said that all motion is relative and you have to have something
standing still to have motigor something has to haj& standing positionjelative to motion

If it's movingé or if youre going to movét, you have to find something ttastanding still to
have motion Thebig example of that jsf you're standing on thEquator youre actually
moving a thousand miles an hour to the edsiu're standing stilon theEquator butyoure
moving a thousand miles an hour to the .edkiw, the Norden bombsight had no correction for
anything like that The Earthis always revolving If you're up at fortyfive degrees latitude,
youre moving707miles an hour téhe east When you get up to the North Pole, yrejust
spinning around You'renot moving any plagebutyoure spinning buttrying to convince some
of these people that were teaching bombsights or [sghit] maintenanc& was uselessYou
couldrit explain it to themyou know So,they had contraptions on there afidally, we were
out there in Colorado and they sent up eighty aircraft from California, just came[thé]of
Lockheed plant Théywanted these bombers in a hurry to have the biynbsounted in
them so[that] they could be shipped to Englarahd they hired us to install the bombsights
Well, theseplanes started arriving anloefore we even got to themve found out that the
bombsights didhhave the right mounts on them ahdy sent them up with a bunch of pilots,
just graduated, new pilgtsut of California, sent them up to Colorado, andColoradg youre
landing your airplanat afive-thousanefoot altitude These guys just came out of flying school
had no experiendanding aircraft at altitudeTheydidn't believe their instruments when they
saw them Half of them cracked up on landing out there in Coloratiee other half didtt have
the mounts right So, here we had to take these bombsights and pickle fipetrthem in oil,
again,whale oil was usedé = We welwere supposed to instfthese] what we can do jgake
them and put them in storaggo, again we'd get up in the morning and they would march us
off through the hills out there in Colorado a@ddrive us on the truck to some plad&/ed have
to get outandthen,walk through the hills for another two houid/e finally come to a cave and
here we had to go into the cavgou know that was all sealed ofind everythingtake these
bombsights ath unpack them and put lubrication in them, agaiare whale oilfo see where
they were € O hremembeg one thing | had ther& walking this two miles to get up
there, uphill you know to get to this cave or whatever it wasvaulté ( t u in thedsiig of
the mountairor somethingwhere theyhadthis thing where they want the work done €& We
[were] walking thereup this hill to get to the entrance of this thjra;md as wé&eé marching
through the morning thergou know,a grasshoppetomesandlands on meé datch the
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grasshopperSo, I've got a grasshopper in my hand/ell, we get inside the cave ard this
grasshopper got away from m8o,about two &lock in the morningwe're back and sound
asleepyou know and the siremgo off and everything "Now, everybody out, got to go out and

go up to the cavesomething was moving in the cavidgaughter]So, what am | goingo tell

them it's my grasshopp@rTheyve got allkinds ofelectronic sensors on there to see any motion
or anyhing that goes on in this cavilobodycould find Skidmorts grasshopperé

SI: 1 want to ask a questiaboutyour problem with the bombsight®Vas your problemvith
the Norderbombsighin particular or just the bombsights you were dealing Wittierethey
poorly calibrated?

GS No. Wewere dealing with Nordebombsightsand the problem was that the Norden
bombsightwasall right up to ten thousand feeé  didin't have too much errpbutyou get
above ten thousand fegbu've got another @or. Youve got this part of tls Coriolis effect of
e r r o At.grounclevel, the diametgrircumferencepf theEarthis twentyfour thousand
miles é Like | say, if you're standing on thEquator,youre moving twentyfour thousand
miles an houfin a day] If you get up to fiftythousand feebr even ten miles higher, the
diameter up there is twenty miles more than the twémiy thousand So, now, you've got an
error of twentyfour thousand milegou're ignoring So,the arithmetic just doe%mwork out é
Finally, you had to take® this other one they had in ther€heyhad aoh, | forgot what they
called it now

SI: Was it e Sperrjbombsigh?

GS No, this was mostly NorderSperry worked on a different principl&perry was mostly
electrical, this was mechanical, and | ‘tdmnk of the name, what the problem wa&now
what the problem wagut| carit think of the terminology on.itThey had an automatic erection
system So, herés this automatic erection systeiou had a gro and its spinning around and
you know it's going, spinning and from there you take sensorsight up to the telescope yoei
looking throughand this would hold that telescope steaging it right at your targeté
That'swhat its supposedtdg but to get the gyros level, hodo you get the gyro to know that
thats leveP The one thing that they used on there, thage a pendulumWell, a pendulum
can hang dowrsee Now, that gives you a vertical lingo that you transfer thatpu know, it
goes down through the middle of your gyfthat'ssupposed to hold it steadyut, when you set
it up and you get it going, supposing your plane was in a little turn, anyéifgst not dead
level, not precisely level enough to tell you whéreyour bombs are going to gdhe whole
thing ended on thatWell, here you've got this thing, i supposed to automatically eretd
that took its sense from the pendulum you. hiadfact, it was an inverted pendulum thevehich
would go back andofth this way é If youre sensing something ttesupposed to be
horizontal or vertical from a gyrgsning, how do you get that started fitst  You'reup in the
air in a planeandyou want to set your gymunning youre goingto have to have it dal level
How do you get it dead level if all yva going by is gravity pulling thatpendulum dowf
So,if you set it a little bit off, nowyou're on an anglandthe plané goingto go like this and
it'll tighten up orthespiral ~ Theyfinally concluded that the automatic erection system should
be done away with, and thdyerd us back out to where all these bombsightslwacked up in
whale oil[wereto] take the automatic erection system off of thérheydornit work, mainly
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becausgin orderto set it, yougaugeyour gyro and you get it set thetmuté how do you know
the plane is dead level when you setind hats what was happenind heyd start a bomb run
and the guysvould come orto a bomb run and th&l/be turning on to the bomlim and they
would check their gyros and thielyset the gyro Thegyro's taking the airplane gfand sgthis is
the system they had.

TK: Skid, was this something that the designer knew and supplied correction talbessfinis
something they didhrecognize at all?

GS No, the guys in charge of buying these &ndaving them installed didrunderstand how
they ran or how theoperatedand weéd try to tell them and they didrlisten]. € Wwas a
minor error if you had your plane dead levélem you set the gyrosr ouwould have a minor
error in therebut if you're in a slight turpnandthat would compound itself by the time you got
to the targetyou were almost standing upside dovwén Like | say, at ten thousand feat wasrit
too much You'reonly five miles upor not five miles what are yof

SI: Two miles.
TK: Two.

GS Yes.

EB: This continues an interview with George Bern&@kidmore on FridayApril 27, 2007 in
New Brunswick, New Jersey.

SI: Please, continue.

GS Okay. Now, where was? Well, like | say, the gyros were not set right and the automatic
erection system would set the gyro at an grigitead of dead pexft So, you[have]é

already put an error into. itSo, finally, before | left Coloradoé t hey had tol d us t
€ these automatic erection systems and to make a correction there, which would hedpta bit
there were other errors in there, eatithings that they didAnyhow, we finally gotoh, a couple
hundred of them changed oyso that we removed the automatic erection system and we just
had to depend on the pilot flying the plane right side up when he engagedrike or two
degrees th, he was in troubleand one or two degrees is a snfiaargin for]error to have
something like thatSo,anyhow, we did all thaandthey were looking for something for us to
doé while these things were being changed and installed by othersgaodthings like that

€ They came to us and decided th&¥ell, were running short of bombardiers that can really
understand these principlés Theguys that were teaching them didimderstand them

either € So,they said"Well, you peoplearetheone group that we know of that seem to
understand the gyroNe'regoing to make you bombardiers and give you a commissamal ©,
some of the fellows went to them and told them they'thdant to be bombardiers, that they
never signed uffor that], you know Theywere volunteers in th&rmy and they didh mind
workingé as mechanics on the bombsighiitthey really didrft want to get into combatvhere
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theyre into where the bombs are droppesl There was a little bit of discussion thef€inally,
they decided'Well, you people want to get a commisstomheonly way we can dd is, € we
have to give you flight training, bombardier trainihgy to train[you] to € live on an airplane
thats up at five thousand feet or, 8o ten thousand feednd even up to twentfive thousand
feetwe went in those day® We decided they would send us out and give us nat they
called a flight physicako see how weauldreally work it Well, we get out there and they lined
us up[at] six dclock in tre morning out there in Los Angeles nové T hgawe us a
clipboard We'restark nakegwith aclipboard is all we have holding on.t¥e go into this
room and this doctor, they had a doctor there with a stethqsanagbé@e looks in one ear witlsh
steahoscopel don't know what he's doingnd he signs off your clipboaré Y stand around
for another hathour andfinally, they move you up the line and get to another guy and he looks
in the other ear with his stethoscope and he chamk off. Well, I'm going through there and
finally, € after the third day of these physical examinations, which was mostly waiting in line
someplaceé | get to get up one morning there, the third mornarglI'm really [sick]. Oh, |
have a cold and my head fedllit's a cold you know andso, | € figure, "Well, | just dorit
feel like goingé through another d&yphysical but okay, I'll stand in line without any clothes
on and just the clipboard We walk into this one doctsroffice and h's running up ad down
my back counting my vertebrae up and down with his fingargl pushing on this onep and
down some moreFinally, he stops and say8Vheredid you come frori" and| said "Whatdo
you meaf? My mother said | was born under a cabbagé I®¢hatdo youwang t o 2K now
€ " Whweere go® Wereyouin this mornin@ Did you come through this line hé&e"Yes

| just came from the room negbor here' "Let's go back and talk to JolinYou know, he goes
in there, thers the other doctpdom, whatever his name waand te sgs, "Takea look at this
guy here Look at his back' "Oh,look at that' He says, Did he come through he?eYes
herés your signature on.it "Oh, how did | miss th& | wonder if Harry saw thisHarry, come
on." We'regoing back through the lingou know "Hey, Harry, come overlndlook at this guy
here Well, what do you think of hird" "Oh, how did | miss th&" So,|'m wondeimng now,
"Whatkind of freakam 1? € Are they going to flunk me outver whateer | go® How did |
know what it wa8" So,afterahalf-hour[of] going back through the line and having about
twenty other doctors look at ni® see what kind of a freak | was, finglpne of them comes to
me and says;Tell you whatson é Gaverto the dispensary and tell them you want to be
admitted You have measles all over ydu"Measles[laughter] how @ | have measlés |

look at my arm here ar@l I'm full of spots So, &kay, I've got to have measles nowo,
anyhow there | am with reasles Well, you get into théArmy hospital [it was] six months
before you can get out with measl&,I'm hanging around out there forevigiseems like
doing nothing, a lot of Kikitchen police dutythey had me arhere and thereEventhoughl
had measled'm dishing out food That goes on for awhile ansure enougtthey decide"Well,
€ youwere assigned to go into navigatién w hysuncould pass the physicallow, you
havert passed the physicdlutthe navigation class is six montaisead of yowr sg at least six
weeks ahead of youVe carit put you in that onebut well, we'll have to hold you here atet
you do KP for another six months or.'s&o, | told them "Comeon, let's get squared yyou
know, and get some sense irgome of this stuff So,finally, € | said "l know navigation
anyhow | have a navigation licens&Vhat dol have to go to school fpagain to learn this
from teachers that ddrunderstand jffifth grade arithmetic teachers théat didn't know the
difference between a sine and a cosine or a tangersesad®” € which is what was all
involved in a lot of trigonometrySo,okay, "Well, you might as well sit in this clasg It'll be
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a review for youé sof[that] you can get the last six weeskit. We'll see how you can make
out” Well, after about six weeks of navigation clagasd the classs getting ready to graduate
and Ive only been therim thatsix weeks,'Well, we'll give you the final exam and see how you
make out on it So,l passedhe final exam for them and they decid&d/ell, all right, we're
going to let you graduaté you've got everything else don&our physical is okaye you
passed thénal exam fora navigation course, and we do need navigat@e carit waste time
sending you through classrooms agavhere yolve already known more than the instructors
know, and so forth Sa welll let you graduate with it So, | get out therewhere theye lining
up for graduationpand the guy, one of my instructpcomes upd me and saySWhoa, youé
cant go through today "What do you meahcarit go throughdday?" Teacher saysWell,
we're checking your list off here and yoainot qualified' "What am | not qualified 1h | just
passed the final examination and mtleing.” "Not that" he says "Did you ever firethe pistol
before?" "Yes why?" "Well, it doesrt say so on hereé Until you can qualify with a .45/0u
cant graduate' Well, so, I'm pulled out of the line there afidask], "Whatdo | have to dao
qualify with a .4%2" He says"Well, you have to go out to the firing range and talk to the
sergeant on the firing range to get qualified "How can | do the® You'reall lined up here
and moving into the auditorium andhinot qualified to go it that I'mé yledout of the
line." He says"Well, until youre qualified, | cant help you" So,I'm standing therell by
myself "Whatdo | have to do to qualify he?eyou know | ask around He says, "You have to
go out to the firing rangé "Well, how do | get to the firing ran@8 | dont know. This
instructor that was giving me a lot of troufdleat | was giving trouble {doo, because he didn
understand what was going,@ither, buthe said he was the navigator that was on the/@ok
raid, € Twenty[Thirty] Second©verTokyq or somethinghewas the navigator in that book
€ Hesaid "Well, therés my jeep over therd'm going insidebutyou know what happerés
whenthey find acadet that stole somebdslyeep andis] riding around on it' So,I'm
wondering[if] hées trying to tell me"You've got to take the jeep and go over to the firing range
and see if you can get qualified before the ceremony starfsememberif you get caught
doing it you're going to be countnattialed" or something like that, you knowYou'restealing
jeeps around he@ndriding around in it' So, all right, what am | going to destand outside
there? So,| said "Okay, I'll take your jeep' | took the jeep and ran over to the firing range
went to the sergeant on the range thas&ed him"Whatdo | have to do to quali’ andhe
looks at my papers and say®h," he says,dll you have to do is fire.lt "Well, what do | have
to hit?" "No, you dort have to hit anythingThetargetsare over thereJustshoot, fire the gun
towardthe target and ddrworry about hitting it Your score doeshmean anything So,he
hands me the .4%ou know and Im looking atit. I've gotthe target therand | take the thing
and(fire], "Bang bang, bang, bang, batigbout six shots go offHe sas, "Okay, you're
qualified" I looked to see where | hit the targgdbu know € O wfdhe slugs came out of the
.45, went through the target sidewayls didn't leave a round hojét left an dblonghole. So, |
looked at the weapon he gave me and the barrel is looseYoutfind that thds the way it is
when heyget worn out Oneof the first things that weaout on thems the mechanism that
holds the barrel steadyecause # slidingback and forth and you get a little bit of piaythe
side and the slug will come outibfsideways So,anyhow | get back over there aré&d
everybodis almost marched in already I'nélooking at this instructod whose jeep had
borrowed and he seat there and he looks at my paper and s&mpdmorning; he saysé
"youre in line heré" So,l get in line andwhen they get down to tH&'s, they callmy name
and | got a certificate now as a navigator, commissicaadiall the paperwork that g@s with it
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So,anyhow, nowwhat do | d@ Well, we had a system\We'reout in Los Angeles thereé

"How much time do | get before | have to report to anytRinrou're just graduahg. You

have ten day$ "To get to wher@" "Kingman, Arizona, temays to get to Kingman, Arizona
Now, what am | going to do in ten days outle West Coaghere? and, fnally, | find out that |
can buy a ticket on the railroad and buy a ticket from Los Angeles to New York and back to
Kingman, Arizonaand t's gang to take about eight days, four days to come home and four days
to get backand | have one night hom&a, okay, I'll take the one night and ride on the train
there everything,see what | can dal get on the train and | come homedhad one nighat

home | get on the traimo go back out to Kingman, Arizond he airfardtrain fare]they

charged me was from Los Angeles to Kingman, Arizofth the other riding around for four
days or eight dayson the train was for freeSo,thats the waylte railroads wergyppingthe
government out of charge$o,anyhow, we're out there in Kingman, Arizonpand | findthere's

a big pool there of newlgraduated navigators, bombardiers, pilots, gunners, whatever else they
had  Sawe sit there for abduhree days and somebody comes in ané Hes] looking for

an experienced navigator, and he salydont want any of these brantew navigators that get
lost before anything I've got to make a trip up to Salt Lake Cigd theweather is badl have
somebodypiloting] that can let down over the lakedbe sure h's not letting down into the
mountains So, | wantto let down over the lake and get underneath the clodésan land

there and land me there in Salt Lakatl need a navigator thathn trust' and te other guy
says,'Get Skidmore He'sa guy you can trust He says"Well, okay, come oflet's see what

we can dd' So,l get a job where'th officially a navigator for thé&lavy now, or for theAir
Force,and Ifly him up to Salt Lke City. € He wta@ tmakd sure | was over the lake
when | broke out of the clouds belowe didrit want to be over the mountainSo, | told him,
"Well, here we argand weére letting down now through the clouds and let me know when you
can see thground" He says"l dont see any ground see watef' | said, "That'svhere we

are over the water We'redown over the lakeOncewe're underneath the cloudsow, you can
find the airport and landl So, thats what we did That night we tookoff and went back to
Kingman, Arizonaagain Whateverhis business wasdont know. So,there | was Nextthing
that happened to us wakey were going to send us up koe got twelve ¢&lock here, almostl
hear church bells ringing.

SI: Do you want to take a break?

GS Well, well go forlunch someplacerou have a pl adnesomethnwglieer e we
that?

[TAPE PAUSED]

SI: One thing we skipped over was, where were you when Pearl Harbor was Bowbed
did you hear that news?

GS. I was home doing homework on steam engindsat was on a Sundagnd[l was] writing
up reports on some test Welone atollegeon the steam engine$o, thats where | wasé

EB: You heard it on the radio
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GS Yes

SI: Did it have an immeiate impact on you?

GS Not much é | figured, "Well, it's over there in Hawaii anél we're a big country and the
Japanese are going[tose]." € You know, the radio didit tell us how much damage was done
there and we just assumed a couple of bondrgt off over in Pearl Harbor and thiavy we
have thergthatthey could fire back at the planesd so forthand | thoughts u r ethe war
would be over in five minutesvith the technology we hatut no, none of that technology we
had was use@ndwhat technology we had was faléecausejke | say [we were]hiring a fifth
grade arithmetic teacher to try and teach spherical trigonomeéetry

EB: You never felt the urge to volunteéke a lot of people did

GS No. € L il &ag every daym theArmy, € the orders of the day would come out zaid
mess hall at nighou know hed tap his glass arttie CO would stand upAll right, let me
have your attention navand the orders of the dégre], the [Steven]Pet crew, with Skidmore
as naigator, has volunteeret o é "

EB: | just meant generally, to volunteer to fight.

GS We didrit have to volunteerTheycame out with orders of the day and saitbu have
volunteered'

TK: But, you didrit feel any immediate urge after Pearl Harbor.

Sl Yes to run down to the enlistment center.

GS No.

TK: A patriotic urge?

GS No. | was figuring "Well, we'll be sailing down the South Se@sthat next summer, you
know, andwe're ensured of a jobhlere we're going to have food, Weearn eaough money so
that the thindsupports us].Maybewere not going to become millionairesith coastal trade on
lumber, butwe're not going to starve to deatWe can control the pricésand everything else
€ So,we felt pretty secure

SI: Did you find the transition from civilian life to military life difficult?

GS Difficult, well é

SI: To go from relative freedom to by subject toorders?

GS Yes because& what | felt wasthe way the orders were giverou know, they were false
orders Theorder is to do things that were impossible and for no reason exedipt that some
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general wanted a free ride some place, or something likeatihbere was an awful lot of
politics in the military and we were on the wrong side of it.

EB: How did your parents feel about you being dra®dab you remember the original reaction
of your mothemandfather, with you being the only son?

GS Yes Shewanted to knoweé you know,"Why dorit youbecome a general right away
instead of being draftéd So, she thought that | should be running the thingtead of being
drafted Well, you know I'd try and tell her"You dorit have any choiceThisis it," and she
said "Well, surely, you can convince them that theydoing things wron§ Y ouknow, | would
complain to her aboumaybe that the job they were givingne was subpay]ike the first thing
she heard was that | was going to become a cook férthg. She wanted to know why | was
going to be a cook abaker you know €&

EB: She dd not cry when you left or anything like that
GS No, I think she was glad to get rid of mewas a nuisance around the hauBaughter]

Sl: Was there anything about being in the military that came as a shock at first, such as the
food?

GS Thefood was ediblebut, when we got itit'slike now(in a retirement communitytheyre
scheduling our meaks to suit somebody elsand youd get fedirregularly]. Six o'clock in the
morning theyd serve ice cream to yand,six oclock at nightyoud have justoh, bread
pudding,or something like thaté When you ategyou didrit have much say in it, you didn
have much say in what you até/hat they fed youthats it, andsame way with your jglbyou
know, like, the first job they gave mgou know, was stand oa beach with a rifle and shoot
anything you see out there in the water coming ashore

EB: Did you makegoodfriends with the guys that you were training with?

GS Yes most of them Like | say, | was always in with a bunch th&@$were supposed to be
over140, or something like thatThey were fairly intelligent and they haense of humor é |
didn't ment ihoangunehtihad with eng of ée ibstructoraind hé&d say, "'l say
it's this way' and | s&, € Well, it doesrt work that way' € | had an argument with one of
the instructors on whether the gyro that ran the Nobd@mbsightvas a DC shunt motoo, r &
saidit was a series motor and he sdlts a DC shunt motgt and | said"Well, it's a DCall

right, butit's not shunté it's series' | sad, "It's low torque and high speed and that standard
electrical motor, you know "No," he says"| say its a[shunt]" andl told him, "No, it's not
shuntit's series' andl sad, é " Y o got the dagram therand itis a serie$ and | s&, "If
you read the bogkl said "I'm sure somewhere in ther& mentions that it a series motdr

He said,"Well, we're going to settle this over in the gymnasiukteetme over there at four
o'clock™ So,what did | know about what he was domhgle arrangeda boxing match] He
picked out some boxing gloves for him and boxing gloves forInhad two greatbig pillows

on my hand and he had a nickear shatand anyhow two weeks laterwhen | got otiof the
hospital, the gymnast sayYou put on a good show up there in the gymnasiliow, we're
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going to teach you more about boxihgnd oh,was it just like Pewitt, in From Here to
Eternity? Hedidnt want to be a boxeand sgé at that timel finally convinced them*Well, |
used to play a trumpet in the high school bakitibe a buglerrather than a boxér "No, no, we
want you in the boxing So, he was going to give me lessorfo, after about two weeks of his
lessons, | convinced i that | was never really going to be a professional boxer for the
squadron &

EB: Werethere any other conflicts with the officer®id you feel like they had special
treatment?

GS Oh, yes |didnt get that far yet
SI: Even in trainingyou found yourself butting heads witheinstructors
GS Oh,yes

Sl You alsomentioned this long train ride from LA to horardback to Kingnan What was it
like to travel in those dayduring the waP Was it difficult?

[TAPE PAUSED]

GS é We'dhave orders to travel someplace and they would arramgegt of it was done by
train, and, vhen we graduateave were allowed to travel on traifyou know, they gave us ten
days to get to Kingman and we weérerestrictedto how we could travelWe were nballowed

to travel on motorcycle, on horseback, andhe ordersthey usually had restrictive clauses like
that € Wwould travel on train We were not allowed to travel on express tr&nbecause
that would take a seat upfn somebodyhatwas mae important € Thattrip up to Nebraska
from Kingman € | didn't get that far yetbutit took us twentytwo days to go fronkKingmanto
Nebraskamainly becausé our orders came out and we were allowed to travel only on local
trains  Travelingon loal traing é they could only take us so fand[they wouldreach]the
end of the lineand wed be riding on a traithroughTexas there for about three hauA| of a
suddenwed pull into a station or a siding and \degark there, want to know whearsebodis
going to take us any further and have to go seeothé forgot who it was that scheduled these
trains.

SI: Trainmaster?

GS Yes something like that he was, and he had a atlghow We'd have to contact him and
hed look at our orderand say"Well, | carit put you on the expres$'ve got this local that goes
through andhatcan only take you so far "Well, as long as wee heading east and goirgt's
get on therg See, ve had our own private car, a Pullman car, and there abenat twenty of

us twenty-two of usor so, thatvere on this train ride, andfter about three daywe're not
moving very faré someone decided, wethey can go faster walking than on the traliney
just took off and went home and figured our esdead that we report Bruning[Army

Airfield] , you know onthe,I think it was11th of October, we had to be there, andreveut
there in the end of September and we started dabeutOh or 11th of SeptemberWe hadthe
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month thirty days to getthere and so, &re riding on this trainbutit didn't move much
Sometimeswe'd sperd two days overnight at a stationsitting onarailroad sidingwaiting for
soméodyto hook us up to a locomotive to take us further Likée | say, some of themyst got
off the train and went home,idaheyll be there Theycan make it better on a bicyclé S o,
they showed upSome of them showed up lateutdidn't matter Theyneeded® peopleso
much thateven if you were lateghere wash much penaltyn that as long as you got theréf
you didrit show up within sixty daysnaybe they be coming looking for you.

SI: Did anybody ever get off the train and try to go into town?

GS Oh,yes é 1think there were only six of us that rode the thing; out of twentytwo that
started or somethingand everybody else cameén there two or three days earlier, two or three
days latewhenever they got there, and nobody criticized it too mashong as they got theré
didn't hear of anybody that aly served any jail time or went to prison or did more than just
being bawled outé You know; you tell them"Well, I'm tired d riding on the train | had to

go by these regulationsf | couldrit get here on time,'# not my fault Talk to the raliroad" and
sq that wagheirexcusetheyé couldrit do anything else

SI: When you were in traininglid you ever have an opportunity to interact with civilians
local towns or places you were passing through?

GS Nottoo much é We Inthetraim | rememberwe'd pull into Chattanooga, Tennessee
there andheRed Cross or somebody, a bunch of gislere there waiting for us with lemonade
and doughnutsand the other thing watghough that we didft have any moneyand [as]far as
food gees, the trains they hooked us orétadid not have a dining caif they did have a dining
car, we werert allowed therebecause they ereé supposed tgive us a dollar a meal and they
€ we'rableto gve us a dollar mealThe train didft have itfand]we wereft scheduled The
train master would always sdyVell, you people arehincluded in our mealsYou donit get
any." So,l canremembertoo, we were young kidsou know just walking through the dining
car there and hegea guy that lefa roll on his tableyou know We'dputthe rollin our pocket

€ T h alltwe Isad to eat that dag Then when we're going tlough Salt Lake Cityl think it
was, we stopped there and we got off the train and they told'd$vaxee about a firbourwait,
you know eight dclock at nighté make sure wee on the train there, because'regoing to
move then So,all right, one of the fellows s, "Well, | know where the USO is here in Salt
Lake é If weform up, we ggarading through town theeand everybodil see us paradingf
we keep it neat and everything, nobsdyoing to say anythingou know andeverybody in step
and inmilitary formation” Well, the Sergeant'parading us down through the middle of Salt
Lake City. Wefinally turnedthe corner to go to the USO, just in time to see the fire engines
pulling away Thething had burned down that night

SI: Mostly, your work kept you on the base
GS Yes é We lou were gssigned to a base and they would béngdooking for youif
you wereft where you were supposed ta &0, usually yousoon found out where you were

supposed to bee Y o checHl the bulletin board three or four times a day to find out what
changes thégt made in itand sgas long as we were where we weupposed to be, it wasn
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too bad but é when they finally got the outfit ready to go overseadsWell, this is another
story. € Wwere leaving Nebraska then adidwent down to West Palm BeackiVe flew
down there, started out in the morning, abouttelock in the morning, snowing like maand
we hada pilot [who] was flying us | didn't know it at tle time, buthe had had one hour and
fifteen minutestime in a B24. Now, how much do you think you can learn in one hour and
fifteen minutes about fmur-engine airplanéo take it across the ocearso,anyhow we're down
there at West Palm Beach afdthe outfit move down there and they put us in a high school
Everybody [had tofleep on the floor in the gymnasiurfiThat'sas far agthe accommadations]
€ we have Wedornit have room for yo No beds or anything were mad®&/e just[slept] on
the floor inthegymnasium anght eight ¢clock at nightyou know theyd get usameal
someplaceé [ six dklock, and,by eight dclock, we're allfinished eating "All right,
everybody back to the gymnasiuntSo, we go back to the gymnasiurbAll right, lights out in
fifteen minutes' "Lights out in fifteen minute®' "Yes,thats it € K eitegpiet, no noisg
and about ten lock at nighteverybodys still making noise, you knoyandtelling jokes and
stories é thiRg ypuskhowé the noise dies down and they sa@ho'clock at nightyou
know, the lights were out at eightotock, a couple of people fell asleefso, it gets to bden
o'clock and nobody had much sle€fp, this sergeant comelrbughthe gymnasiumblowing
his whistle "Everybody up ad out to your ship Everybody up and out to the sHipOkay, sq
we get upgo out to the shipWell, before that, that afternopthey had calledor all the pilots,
"“[If] your name is on this lis§ we want the whole crew in the auditorigfrgou know andthey
meet in the auditorium in the high school antt e ygivealittle talk about where thene going
and all butwe were o the thirteenth crew at that tim&Thirteenthcrew is nota part of this trip
€ You're not going to go with.itYou'resupernumerary So, the crews get out there, | guess
ten dclock at night Finally, they look for the crews"Well, not us, w&e not part of the
squadron anymoré "No, everybody out to the shipe'll tell you where yolue going" Sao
okay, we get out to the ship and the first thing we knthe ships up in front of us are starting
their enginesyou know We'resitting thee, waiting to see what going to happené We're in
the gymnasiumat ten ¢clock at night Theguy comeghroughblowing his whistle"Everybody
out to the ship "Us, too?" "Yes, everybody out Getout there' Okay, sowe getoutand go
out to the ship and wére looking up the line there and weon the back end of the liné U p
in the front theyre starting their engineandso, a guy finally comesand[he was]riding a jeep
He gets up to our planeHe looks up athe Pilot. "I think he wants you to start your engihe
"Okay, | guess everybody starting their engirse’ So,we cranked our engine up atfidst thing
you know we see the planes up ahead are taking"d#king off, wow" First thing you know
this guy in the jeegd!l think he wants us to gb [laughter]So,we head down out thereutto
the runway He'sstill telling us to go aheadGo, hurry up" So,we take off andby now it's,
oh, about midnigh€e when we get everybody up in the,a@indthe Pilotsays "Okay, Skid,
youre the navigatorGive me a heading "Where t®@" He says"| dont know. Don'tyou
know?" "Nobody told mé&" Wedidn't go to any briefing &€ Everybodyelse wenbutus but
we didrit go. Well, hes tuning € playing with the radio thereRadiosilence therés nobody on
the radio Welooked back at the airfiejall the lights are off "Well, wherés everybody else
going?" "l dont know." "Well, follow them" "Carit follow them é T h e me lighdsrom up
here now & We'renotusingrunning lights It's just dark” So,he says;Well, whereare we
going?" We asked aroundAnybody know where the other crews wenhtWell, one of the
gunners says he heard from his buddy that they were going to Trididal, "Oh" ThePilot
says "Okay, lets go to Trinidad Skid, give us a heading to Triniddd"How do | know where
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Trinidad i? € They didrt give me any maps or any chartgdlont have any maps of the
Caribbean Island$ "Well, theyve got to be somewhere Well, now, I'm trying to think back to
my sixth grade geography and all the pirate stories | read about the islands dowhliadrall
the islands memorizegipu know the whole chaipright down there to South America and all
So, | said "All right, try 140degrees We'll see what happerisSo,we're heading oytl40
degrees Well, we're going along thereé T Fir&t thing you knowit's getting daylight a little
bit. Finally, it gets upJthe] suncomes outandthe Pilotsays,"Hey, where are we goingow?"

| said "Well, you see that island up ah@dd'Yes." "That'snot Trinidad, thds Tobago Right
behind thatthere is an islandThat'sTrinidad" "Oh,okay." So, we go down there and he says,
€ " Ysora this is Trinida®' | said "Yes,thishas got to be Trinidad because'in trying to
remember all the pirate storieé

TK: Now, back up a minuteWhere are the other plare¥ou dorit see them

GS Dont see them Theyre all in the dark You know, they would take off abh, two minutes
apart and yowe got sixty-four aircraft | think, we had there at that timsp, thats two hours I
going to take them just to get airboraed they were all airborne for going out over the ocean
you know someplacegand ®, we figured "Well, there we argfinally, we got to Trinidad' and

he says"Wheres the airpof?” | said,"Comeon, | found Trinidad for you You fly over top of

it and see if you can find an airpdrtSo, he finally flew over top of it ané found a big airport
right in the middle of the island said "There'syour airport Let'ssee if we can get in thete
So,we landed thereAfter we're on the groundh jeepdronesout, alittle "Follow Me," sign on
the back of it Wefollow him over and he parks us and we get and he saySWelcometo
Trinidad" "Oh, you ®¢ | told you thiswas Trinidad" but e saidé " Mwaeysee your
passport®" this British officer you know in his jeep | said "We dont have any passports

"Oh, do you have military orde® "No, we dort have any military orders "Oh, highly

irregular Tell you what wél do; let's go over to the officerslub and w8l each have a scotch
[laughter]So,we followed the jeep over there aftie] wanedto know where the rest of us
were He said"We didn't tell yo®" "[We] figured that more than one would be coming in here
| dont knowé where they went tdoutwe're here and we ddrknow where wiee supposed to
be, either, because nobody told'UsVell, all day long we're waiting fa somebody else to come
in and nobody else shows up from the out8b, we finally get in touchwith the radiq you

know, and talked to theron it and theyind out where we arand somethingNobodyknew
anything about usWe were just missingor sanething € Finally, about oh, the next day,
about noon the following day, the squadron commander shovesmdpome to find out thayes
they were supposed to come to Trinidadtthe problem there is that yo® got your westerly

or your, what do tkey call ther? thetrade winds tha¢ go to the westandthey come across the
ocean there anttheyget to Trinidad It's a little mountairerea, a mountainous island, and the
cloudsriseup over top of iandthey get up on top and they cool off enoug drstarts o
thunderstorm  Yaki'vegot a thunderstorm thergou could set your watch by About
eleventhirty in the morningit's hot enough that thunderstorms start comingnd they dof
stop until sevedthirty at night when the sun goes dow So,thats why they started us out at
midnight a midnight takeoff for the first planeand hés supposed to be down there before the
thunderstorms come,ibbut anyhow € the whole bunch took off and where were the? all
Well, a couple of them, ondbey got over the watethe engines sounded like they were running
a little bit rough, you knowautomatically rougher when e flying over water So, they went
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into the next island that they foutmlsee if they could get their bearings and get thegines

fixed up, and we had a couple of them that landed on Martinique, which was run by Vichy
France, where the submarine pens were, and they were immediately captured by the Germans
there,or the Frenchwhoever was running the thingnd taken outdhewar ¢ An odné e r

he had a couple of girlfriends he knew down on Puerto.Ribenhe got as far as Puerto Rico,
"Oh, I'll stop and visit my girlfriend while'h here" é

TK: Didn't they have a course direction?
GS | dont know what they gaa/them é
TK: Down theWindwardChair?

GS Yes é Theones that were briefed, went[the briefing, they went out arourtd the

whole Caribbearl.esserAntilles and all the way down to Trinidadndl flew down and gave
them a heading df40degres, | think, or something like thatand e went direct  Th&sethat
went around the islanghey were going to take another twenty minutes or an hour longer than
we were and there wasnthat much gas left in some of the couple of them dropped the
ocean, a couple of them landed in Martinique, others landed at some other, lslandswere

the only one thereha was supposed to be where theyevenpposed to beSo,when the CO
[commanding officerfound out that a couple of the squadronrtashade it and where they

were he wanted us to be put back in the squadoobé we got word thatyes they were

looking for us back at West Palm Beach and somebodypiederredcharges against us for
stealing an airplane and leaving the countrynmetof war to avoid combatr something like

that, whichis what they stand you up against the wall and shoot you forh& CO shows up

and he sayges,it'swhatorder he hggo hold onto us and not to let us go until we can get back
for a courtmartial and all and finally, he got to talking toiim and told him where we were and
what we werddoing] and thatve were supposed to be part of the squadkeneeded us back
because he had lost so many plagedutthats basically what the story is tieeleaving the
country,

SI: We will now break for lunch.
[TAPE PAUSED]

GS Yes After | was in theArmy for about three months, thimiecomes up after | got drafted
and so forthé finally, | got a letter from thé&lavy, telling me they hee found a berth for me
and if | report to CourtlandChurch] Street Manhattan thereagain,within the next ten days or
so, they will have a commission available for me and a b&whall right, this was what | was
waiting for. | figure I'm going to get ouof this hassle with bombsights and cooks and Isaker
school and all that stuffSo, | go to the first sergeant and tell ham | wouldliketos peak t o
thecompany commander at that tinr@ad he says'Whatdo you want to talk to him abdtand
| said "Well, I've got a letter herghat theNavyis offering me a commissioif | can report to
Courtland[Church] Street within the next ten daysnd hdooked at me and say$)h, you
want to join theNavy?" "Yes | guess sd "Tell you what you dpover thergtherés a mop and
a bucket hereYou mop this floor up and Wktalk about it some moreé [laughter]Well, |
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never did get talo anymore talking about it Thatwas it "You'rein theArmy now. Forget
about it TheNavy, € theyre just theenemy as far youre concerned So,thats how | got to
stayé intheArmy, instead of théNavy, but then they changed us tir Force

Sl Thecrew that you flew to Trinidad with, did they remain your crew for the rest of the war?

GS No. Let megive you a little bit before thatvhen | graduated from navigation school, when
they finally gave me thdiplomaand everythingthat was| think, September 11, 1941943],

and they told mg'Reportto Bruning, Nebraska | get on these trainfhielocal trains and wed
ride for about three hours and'deull into a siding anden dclock at night,theyd wake us up
andstartbanging the car aroundVe'rehooked onto a freight trajor something else there that
was moving slow é Finally, I got into Bruning, Nebraskavithin the twentytwo days and so
forth. | arrived there and | find that there wasanything there The squadron had been formed
aboutin March'41[19437?]and they were on papdcreated in name only]There waslh

anybody tlere, maybe five or six officers they had, a couple of commamalsisso forth, and
they just didtt have anythingon paper Nobodyknew who was doing anythind?eoplehad

taken off They'dbeen sitting around singceh, early January Nobodygave then any orders or
nothing. They'dshow up once a month to collect some pay and go home ayaih when |

pull in there,é | find out, or we ind out that the reason they hatldone anything besides be on
paper is that thAir Forcehad ordered some amfté for them Theaircraft had been

delivered and rejectedrhe B-24 had a lot of defects on &ndso, they sent them all back &
Consolidated Aviatiorand some of them went to Ford out in Detraie was building a plant
that could build themand they were goneSo, they had no aircrafté There weretwo or three
aircraft on the field thereTheonly thing they had were some early mode24 that wereh

really completed They had no turrets on them and they find out that the airendftout the
turrets was uselessSo,they decided wd have to add some more turrets toSb, they added a
ball turret underneath the belly atlftenose turret up in frontThey had tachange the engines
Theyé needed more power in the enginesld some of the things they wanted ta deinally,

it got to be the first week in November, | thjiikwas, yes first week in Novemberé We | |
after | graduated from navigation school, there |, waasduatedrom it in Septembeandtheé

first week in Sptemberé a r rup theeedand joined ihsquadron | guess | was on their
payroll from about the first week in Octoband ve still had nothing to ddutthe first week in
Novembey they delivered sixty aircraft or sto Bruning, Nebraskdor us Well, now, we had
sixty aircraft and aboubh, 130that were pilots or cpilots registered and they had two or three
instructors and they were going to instruct us how to fly the aircve#|, with weather out
there and everything é

Sl: Please, continue.

GS. Okay. With weather delays and everythirige Pilot there was lucky if he would get an

hourof flight time in one weekbecausgé what it was therewerelh enough i nstruct
teach them anythingSo, there we werghaving just trainingtrying to get straightened qund

finally, they decided"Well, we've got enouglof the crewgand]the crewshave had enough

experimening now. Well try arealsimulated missionwvhere yotre going to really take off and
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fly to altitude’; and so forth So,they gave us the whole thing theM/e had to leave Nebraska
and fly up aroundithe] northern United Stateall the way up into the Dakotasraeplaceand
they briefed us oa [target] Up in the Dakotas thereta certain spotherewould be a farm
there andout in the farmthey had some white crosses made out of white sheets or so that they
put out there "That'syour target € We goingeto take off, you knoyand wére going to fly

to altitude andhegunners are each going to get to fire their guasdl never could figure this
out You'reflying over Western Kansas them Western Nebraskaither onewhich is mostly
thedeset [prairie] or farms there You'refiring € these fiftycaliber machine gunsTheremust
have been bullets all over the sky up théMhat went up mudtavecome down someplace
often wondered'Who's protecting the people down be@whey'reAmerican citizens and
youre just firing off into space and those things come dowever did find out where they went
or what happened to therhobodysays, "No, nothingthey'll wear out before they hit the
ground you know Theyll have no speed left ohém or anythingso that if they do hit yqu
theyll bounce off youor something Don'tworry about hem™ never found an answer to that
one [laughter]Well, anyhow,now, here we're going up on this missigh to do something,
and we have to get up §am the morningwhenwe get out thereOh, well, kefore thisthey

had assigned us to a crew and we were the thirteenth crew in the squHuzEomwere twelve
aircraft in the squadroreach of four squadrons had twelve aircraiftd the, thewing, group

and headquarters, they had the rest of {Hmrtthere were sixtfour aircraft that were delivered
The three aircraft they had that were not flyable anymore, thelwdlete ones that had no
turrets on them and weaker engirtesy'reso differen thatthe characteristics of flying were
altogether differenté They finally decided on the-B4H, [which] was the one model we were
given Theyhadstarted out with the A model and we were down to H by the time they got them
acceptableé We were adgned a crew and the crew that we had, the thirteenth crew, they
went to the squadron and sdidll right, we're going to make up the thirteenth cretny of

you pilotsthathave somé&oul balls you dortt want on your crew, wee got a chance to getdri

of them We'll take them from you and assign some of our replacement crews td tSenall
right, we ended up witté thePilot was a little short guy | dont know how he ever got into
the aircraft or how he could fly.itfThey had to putour-by-four blocks on the rudder pedato
[that] he @uldwork them He couldnt reach the floor with themHe looked awkward wearing
a uniform because he was so shadre was only about fivéoot-two.

EB: What was his nationality?

GS | dont remembenationality at all No, | can't | dont think he had any nationalityHe's
just anAmerican € We were an'integrated crew, to the extent that we had one fbllooded
Indian He was our balturret gunner He was a fullblooded Indian and workealit very good
with us He had marvelous eyesightlis eyesight was fantastiaVe could look dowrarunway
and maybe about a mitanda-half away,you could see somebody down thdre could tell you
who it was.

EB: Do you remember what tribe he was?
GS 1think he was Navajaand e got along good with ysuthe was in trouble therbecause

he burned the orderly room dowHle set fire to it, did a war dance arounduvbogping and
hollering and complaining thatThis is no way to fight a wamith airplanes and machine guns
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In my tribe we have four arrowsand thenwe use our tomahawk é He got along good with

us butwe finally told him,"Look, you behave yourself or we going to kick you off the crew
and he behaveél himself and staytout of trouble enough to get to go with wske | say his
eyesight was fantastidHe was a balturret gunner and he worked out the sight they had on the
ball turret and got to use thaery well], so that wél be sailing along the@ndyoud seea

German plane almost a midf on the side He'dopen up with a short bursThefirst thing,

you see smoke coming out of that plane way out there.

EB: Did he spealanindian language?

GS I guess sol didn't know. We spoke to him in Englishé His buddy on the flight waé a
young kid,whowe found out washeven seventeen years old yet when he was assigned to us
So, whatwere we going to do, complain aboutitd weé lose a manor somebody else would
grab hin? But, heé worked out as pret good on the plane there Byéthe time we left the
country, he had just had his seventeenth birthd@ie celebrated that down in South Ameyica
on the way over to Italyé

EB: How many of you were actually on the crew?

GS Ten men on a crewThe Co-Pilot was real short, or theilot was the short gyyand he had
applied for a fighter plan®y, you know atransfer to fightergather than to the bombher
because he couldmeally handle that bomheé To land thatyouve got to pull that yokdoack
and hold it and he didrhave enough strength to hold it where he needdddtl get that plane
up there and trgndget the nose uandit would bang, drop on the floor on hinBut, they
finally transferred him out to his fighters and we weregaesl a new pilot Well, theC
Squadron CQvanted to know who had somebody that could handle this new ttra&wvasa
thirteenth crewand they decided to give us this hotshepdot we had that had joined the
squadron He had one hour and fifteen miestraining in a B24.

TK: You had a name for this crew of youM/as it"Rejects"or something é
GS | don'tknow. "Skidmorés Section Eighg," | think they called them
TK: "Section Eights."

GS "SectionEights," yes [laughter]é We wee always part o$ection Eight Well, anyhow,
let's seewe had a cilot that was originally with the squadrokle was down there in
Alamogordq | think, in March when they were first put on papdfie was a cepilot for the
Squadron Commandeihe Squadron Commandéew with him once, landed the plane and
told him, "l want you out of this airplane and doyou ever come back in a plane yreulying
with me" He says"You dorit know how to fly this' and he cursed him up and dawtyou
donit know how to fly | dont care where you gdutkeep out of my sighit So,we hadourco-
pilot, that he almost killed us a couple of tim&s Well, when wére leaving Trinidad, Trinidad
had a runway that went up and down like a roller coagter We sittin@ out there in the syn
waiting foraclearance for takeff, and sgthe engines are running hot on himecause 1 [the]
tropics down thergand sohe turns orthe oh, what did they call thenthe vent8 Well, they
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had vents to keep the engir@tthere when it was on the groundde turns those on andith
them you é destroy your power and everythinyou have to make sure that theyclosedthe
cowl flapswere Cowl flaps had to be closed for takéf, ¢ buthe opened them upNere

sitting on the runway there andsigetting hot and the engines are getting hot alsdteching
his instrumerg He turns on the cowl flap®pens them upWhen it gets time to go, We going
halfway down the runway, vire going up and down and up as@wvn, and theCo-Pilot leans
over tothe Pilotand tells him"Hold it on the ground a hitl've got the cowl flaps open yét
So,the Pilotturns to him"Why you; € dont sit there and do somethinyou'renot supposed

to [do that] Why did youé open the cowl flap8 Nobodytold you to open themDon't open
them Don't do it Don'ttouch anything Justsit therg" and anyhow we're going up and down
like this. Well, when wére going up on one of these hills on the runwayQbéilot feels
himself rising up and he thought we took.ofWell, the first thingé a copilot does on takeff
[is], as soon as you leave the growywl have to put the brakes,decause the big landing
geats spinning and they have gyroscopic action and they foldtaghe wing When they fold
up into the wing, yove twisting them andf the wheels are going too fast, the twist will rip your
landing gear righout from underneath you, which has happened more than @wh€s got to
close the cowl flapsHe tells him "Hold it on the ground Well, finally, we're going up one of
these hills and he figure8Ve'reup in the air' So,what does he dbHe hits the brakedo stop
the wheed from turning We're just geting up to the top he hits the brakesd thenose dive us
down into the groundWe're down off to bottom of the shocks on thenose landing gear and it
bounces back up agaifVe'regoing up é I'm standing theré betweerthe Pilotandthe Co-
Pilot, calling off ar speed, which we have,ti's critical for [take-off, and]soforth. I'né

calling the aircraft air speed dff himwith my eyes glued on the air speed indicator and | feel
this going upandl look up over my nose, the nose of the air¢tafsee what wee doing By
that ime, we're over the top and heading dawight into the fence at the end of the fieltKa-
boom" we go through the fencélhePilot, by that timeé hés still chewing out th€o-Pilot

for having brakes on and adtthe wrong time and aland | callhim and tell him"We hit
something' He says"Yes,we did" | said,"Well, let me go check the nose and see what we
were doing thereDon'tbring the gear up until | tell you So, | crawl up into the nose to see
what its looking like and | fid weve got about eight feet afhainlink fence draped on the nose
wheel [laughter]Well, we've got to get rid of thatSo, | tell him,é " H ib Witk the gear

down Leaveit down Don'ttry to bring the gear up before we geewhats happened here

Sa we're up there andrh crawling around in the nos&Vell, | find out,é | see thihainlink
fence draped on the nose whekin wondering what | can do to get that off the nose wlaeel
they had a useless piece of an airplane in the back theyédhad a crankWe'vetried to use
them butthey never did work It was a crank on a pglé like you see these guys winding up
anawning with é  Whitwtas for, it wagfor], well, in case yolie on the groundndyou have
no battery or anythinguppsedly you can stick this pole up into the engine and hook it onto a
little spot they had there and start cranking If gou have two men cranking on that crank as
hard as they can, thepuldnever get an engine stari¢idughter]butthats what it wa for, to
start the engines when theyon the grounadwvith no battey or anything "Well," | sad, "let me
bring that pole up here and see if | can reachdhaittlink fence" So,I'm up in theé nose
there with thedoors openlaying on my stomagctpoking thischainlink fence with this big pole
finally, get it to drop off in the ocearWell, when we looked aroungve couldrt see any
damage done to the nose whesb, we sad, "All right, let's bring the gear up and see what
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happens Well, we got the gear up and it workedl right. There seemed to be no damage to
the nose whegbr nose geabutthe peoplen Trinidad had a hole in their fencfaughter]

TK: Did you drop thehainlink fence? é

GS é Droppedit in the oceané This m-pilot, he was a piece of cakd&hat wastit the only
time we had troubles with him

SI: Werethere other characters on your crew?

GS Well, yes Like | say, we had thafco-pilot], t&e nose turret was run by the sixtegear
old kid; the ball turet was run by théndian,full-blooded Indianthe tail turret was run by a
Texan who talked and walked with a drawHe could never be in stethe way he marched®
With hisbig, long, lengthy legs, he would lopfbe] loping along [laughter]andkeep up with
everybody elsgbutalways out of stegg  reyvhow, buthe was a pretty good shdtle'd call off
up there;'We have som& boogies Theyre coming in at six ‘olock, down there low Never
mind, | got him" Hed fire a little burst while his telling us aboutitemandhéd take so long to
tell us that theye coming in at him that fFeeshotthem down already So, he worked ouall
right, butwho else did | forgé&t The Bombardier he was théold marn' of the crew He was
twenty-eight years a, which was old The rest of us were teenagess| was twentyone and
the rest of them weresually, younger than thatSo,anyhow,é | guess that makes up the crew
there é

SI: What abouthe waist gunnerandthe topturret?

GS Oh,yes thetwo waist gunners we had he topturret was the engineeHe was the kind

of a guy the Pilotwould tell him "Okay," he said"l want you to transfer fuel from number
three to number two tarik "Oh, now, wait a minuteé sir. Lieutenantif you do th# our
number three engine is our weak engiy@ire going to put extra load on Itthink wed better
transfer it the other wa¥y Well, he was probably righbutthats not the way th&rmy works
Whenthe Pilotsays "Transferfuel from number thre® two," you transfer fuel from number
three to number twoYou dorit give him an argument thaNumberthree engine is the one
thats going to need more fyalo, you better keep some in the¢rand all He knew his airplane
He studied itbutyou culdrit give him an order and expect him to just jump in and.d8d,
anyhow they transferred hintpo, took him off the crew he was on and transferred him to the
thirteenth crew € The waist gunners wege all rightthere Theygot along good togeéh,

both left and right waist gunnei@nd they could keep track of what was going on, what they
were supposed to be doin§o, they behaved themselves welhd thentherés one more Oh,

me how did | geton the thirteenth creW [laughter]What did Ihave to do to get the?ee |

came into the squadrongmdh en | came i nto t he stgounaviatoosn , e t
that were coming in with yandfor the whole groupé Theycame in with a whole group of
them and they just assigned us alphigbdly. Skidmore was towasthe end othealphabet,
"You're on the thirteenth crew So,thats how | got stuck on therd didn't have to foul up too
much at all to get on there
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EB: Did everyone gealong very welP It seemdike therewerea lot of different people Were
there conflicting personalities?

GS € No, | dont think we really had anythindpatconflicted The Indian got along good with
the cowboyand sdorth, and the only one that we ditiget along with was th€o-Pilot. He

was the only one that gave us any troybledthe Pilotfinally put him on there and told him to
behave himself or regoing to kick him off the crewSo, all right, well, the same with the
Indiary he burned the orderly room down and we finally gotiéaced up with himé Of

course his whole problem was a little bit of firewate®nehalf a beer and feestart off raving
again "No way to fight a warwith machine gunsMy tribe saystomahawk and four arrow's

€ So,anyhow € that was the crew weere assignedé L i k e llittlepibotthat t h e
couldrit reach the pedals, he was replaced wiihdb-pilot that had no time as a pilot in control
buthe was conscientiouse studied his airplane and tried to make up for the fact that he had an
hour and fifteen minutésime in a B24, a total of eightyour hours in the air through all his
flight training and everythingSo, he was a novigéut[he studied] é

EB: Where did you say they put the crew together?
GS Oh, aut in Bruning, Nebrask é
EB: Did you know at this pointhatyou would be going overseas?

GS We figured wée training for overseas/Ne figured thas what it is We weregoing to be

in a combat group and Viebe shipped over sometimbutwe figuredwe're going to eed six
monthsworth oftraining to get this thing shaped.ufo,anyhow they sed us of on this one
mission where the target is some white sheetsgutbnaline up in South DakotaSo,we go to
briefing andfinally, we're getting ready to takdfoandwe find, "Where'sthe Bombardie?"
"He'snot here" "Whereis he?" "Well, he was in the town last night"Nobody saw him since
last nigh? Oh, cripes, well,[the] Pilotsay s , wae¥e gbing to have to cover for himé We
were ore ofthe end, in the back of the formation"We'll be taking off later Seeif anybody

sees hint' you know and, sire enoughwe're taxiing outand,there alongside of the airplane

we see him running alontyotting alongtrying to keep up He'swavinghis handat us Oneof

the gunners saysTherehe is there's theBombardierout therewaving at us, andthe Pilot

says "Oh, | think he wants tolanb onboard' Okay,é so, we stopped a minute on the taxiway
Heran over and climbed into the airplan&e said, "Okay, we got him Goahead and take off
now." So,hés on the plane with usHe didn't attend the briefingHe didn't know anything

about where we were going on the training mission or vthdtanyhow é | get him up in the
nose there andnh telling him; é " Whweere go® You were supposed to be here at eight
o'clock, you know Now, it's almost ninghirty andyou finally show ug' Then I find out hés
stewed to the gillsHe'dbeen out all night long, showed up in time to catch the plamang
down the runway So,he gets onboardAll right, we take off with the rest of the group and they
form up We fly over Kansas and Nebraskat west thergnto the hills € All the gunners fire
their guns Wefinally climb up to altitude That'swhen we first started having troublé/e get

up to altitude and one of the first things we discovergdashare no intercom "Why dorit we
have any intercof' "Something wrong with it Okay, well, now, we cart talk to anybody

Well, all right, the first thing we knoywe see one after anotharthe planes are dropping out of
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formation é Winally get up to altitude and tH@ombardiey he starts throwing up in his
oxygen mask So,here hés in trouble He carit use the oxygen mask aftegs thrown up in it
and so)'m up there and teé starting to turn bluewithout breathing any oxygerso, | figure,
"| cart talk tothe Pilot because the intercom is dufThegunners had their gun§heywere
supposed to be target shooting something and most of the guns ditinvork. So,anyhow
here | amup in the nose with this gpilot [bombardierfand | figured 'd better get out of here
beforehe dieqor] he drops He'sturning blug you know We'reupto almost twenty thousand
feetand without any oxygenfor about ten minutes, Isegoing to turn blue and never come back
to life again So,l have to crawl througthe [fuselage] From the nosd haveto crawl through
to the back of the plane, get upderthe Pilotand tell himwhere llift his earphoneff and tell
him that "The Bombardieris in trouble He has no oxygenWe'regoing to have to go dowh
and ®, he peels off and we go dowhVell, the other thing we find out is that thsreaoé walk-
around bottlewhich is aspare bottle that they havedon't know, there waslanch of them on
the airplane Well, | go to usgqone of]those so[that] | cancrawlaround the airplane from the
nose back up tthe Pilotand back againl find nobody filled the walkaround bttles. They're
all empty So, | have no oxygenthe Bombardiey hés got no oxygen, and we finally got the
word tothe Pilotto take us dowto where we can breath@ In the meantimgl figured, "Well,

| know that thers spare oxygen up the top turet Let me hook my oxygen mask in thére
So,l go to hook my oxygen mask in there and | find that thetwo@tman he was using them
He was using that onel couldrit get in there | figure, "All right, I'll go back and go down in
the bomb bay There'sa spare oxygefhookup]there" | head down into the bomb bay and the
top-turretguy comes down out of the turret and he grabs a hold of me andrhgging me back
up onto the flight deck I'néfighting him to try and get down into the bormdybwhere thers
spare oxygerand in the meantimghe grabs meé We'rerolling around there on the bomb
bay doorsor walking on themanyhow € T h eonly supposed to holti25pounds 0150
pounds at the most So,two of us rolling around theyarestling for an oxygen mask, why the
bomb doors didhoper? because they didnwork. Thelatch didrit work on them | guess it
was oh, the other problem we haill was frozen € You'retaxiing out and you run through a
puddleandthe water splashag on the plane and it freezes the landing gear and the bomb
doors so that this happened tieemon the first few missions we flewntil we found out what
todoforit. € You take off and yowe got water or mud and watesplashed up on the bomb
doors. They'restuck closed You want to open them up to drop your bonthsy wort open
So, you hare to drop your bombs anyhow and the bomb doors, avith éve-fiundredpound
bomb on the bomb door, they automatically open and they dumped the bomlzd auatythSo,
here we argrolling around on the door velnethe latch didt work. So,finally, € we're down
enough now so that | dtmeed the oxygenve canbreatheregular airand Im wondering,
"Well, how'sthe Bombardiemaking ou? He was turningretty blue when | saw him lastSo,
| go up,crawl up hroughthe nose agajrand again € without any oxygen at allé  Weget
downto about ten thousand feet and you can breathalaight there So,anyhow again,oh,
I'm looking for theBombarder, to see how He doing He's there Hethrew his oxygen mask
away because it was all full of his vomit and everythifigm drinking all night, and he sitting
there sucking on the end of the tub8o, hes getting the oxyge® big grin on hisééce € |
lookedto see what happeneé&verythingelse was pretty much normarhe Pilot wants to
know where we were supposed to be golbegause he left the formaticaand in the briefing
that they gave ug if we left the formation for any reasonadt, if we could possibly continue
on to the targe€ instead of dropping our bombs at twenty thousand éeetie would be
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allowed to drop them aénthousand feetSo,all right, | figure, "Well, the Pilotwants b head
up to the targesee if we caffind these sheets on the field in South DaKota Atight, I find
the target for him and figur&well, all right, we'll make a couple of bomb runs the way were
supposed taat ten thousand feétl go over them anflve] drop the bombs and hit tharget
there a bitand thenye head back homeee Well, when we get homeve find out the thing
was a disasteré Nobody else even found the target up thereéara couple of planes
continued on Theywere down up in Canada someplaédter they gt through the Dakotas
they kept goingbecausehey didrit see any white sheet where they were supposetheyjust
thought they hadhreached it yeté So,| land and the first thingknow is, the commanding
general wants to see the navigator thas on this plane that just landeé®h." So,I go in there
and thers a general, twstar generakind, ohiwo or three colonels and a couple of tar
generals, all in the officerslub therghaving a conference and,ahd the first thing thewant
to know is "Did we find the targé&" "Yes we found the target "Did you drop any bomI®
"Yes" "When did you drop your bomBsand we had to give themi1:04, the first onewent
out,and 1:07, our second bomb went outl gave them wheréd logged them in Okay, so,
then | hear the generals are talking to Bewup Commanderé TheGroup Commandesays,
"Well, you told me if | got one bomb on that targgiure going to send the outfit overséas
"Yes." He said"Well, therés your banb. He hit the target Youve got the one bomb there
Youve got three of thenthere" "Sq, youre going overseds Okay, by now; it's thefirst week
of November and orders come through for us to go overseass all my faultbecause | hit
the taget [laughter]So,we go down to West Palm Beach.

SI: Why did the togturretgunnerattack you?

GS é He had a spare oxygen tube that he wanted me to hookldatavas going to share his
oxygen with me He saw that | had no oxygen thetde wantel to share his oxygen with me
and Im trying to get away from him to find my own oxygen tuted that basically all it was
So, dl right, we're sent down there tlgo overseas] think | mentioned this parabouté [the]
takeoff there at West PalBeach and landing at Trinidagindwhere finally, they decided they
wererit going to courmartial us for leaving the country Wé'reback in the squadron again
and well, I guess we continue on furthewe go down to BritistGuianaand down ito Brazil,
andwhat'sBritish Guian& Thats not what is called nowadaysWhatis British Guianatoday?

Sl: Suriname, | think [Editor's Note British Guiana is now Guyand@utch Guiana is now
Suriname.]

GS Yes I think it is, too. They keep changmthese things on usrou carit keep track of
things Anyhow,é well, we get to go anfive were]geting into Africa there € T hweaant to
know if | could find Africa and | told them | thoughtlIfind Africa for themand we took off
from Fortaleza, Bazil. We finally went to Fortaleza, BraziFromthere our trip was across the
ocean That was the big part of the trip that we h&d It was on Christmas Eve @P41;é no,
1942, by now, it was, wasn't it?

Sl 1943
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GS é ' “vgould be by now, and wée living down there i Fortalezain Brazil. é
Findingthe strip there, there was no strip theée Whenl got to where they told us the airport
would be, | told them'There's where the airport'isWe looked down and the'sea field thee
andwith, it looks like grassthat'snever been cuaind we went down low over it anithere we
see a jeep sitting off the one end and some tents on the other lmmavheres the runway and
nobody cut the gra8sHere'sgrass about three to fouretehigh We couldrt see whether it was
dry underneath it or a lake underneath thewger tenfoot deep or whatbutwe were there and |
told them "That'sgot to be the airport right ther@hatopen spds the only place yoganget
into. Wemight & well try it" | said "With ajeep thereit's got to be somebody that drives
jeep orsomeplace around é Wlanded there and it was the place we were supposedtto
they were the engineers that had just arrived two nights ago to buildieldaofitwe landed on
it anyhow andby the time we were ready to leawso or three days latgthey had at least
mowed some of the lawn and we were ready toggo B e uprChristmas Eve, there were two
nurses down there that got us into singing Cimast carols all night longSo,the bunch of us
were sitting around the firsinging Christmas cargland finally, two dclock, we finally got to
bed Well, about six &lock in the morning, they wake us up and te)l"Mge're goingto get
going" or, no, we get over there firdbefore they tell us wee going to go We show up for
breakfastwe'retoo late for breakfasbecause wd slept late Sa okay, comes noontime, Vire
looking for a monmeal "No, were only going to have one meal tod4gf nighttime Six
o'clock tonight youll have your suppet All right, we show up six ‘alock at night We'rein

line, in front of the chowine, andthey pull us out and ga"You guys get out to your ship
You'retaking off right away, as soon geu can” "Soon as we cai "Yes." "Whatare we
goingto do for something to eatWe didrit have any breakfastyou dorit give us any lunch
Now, we dort have any supp@t "Tough; they said "Seeif somebody can pick up some
turkey sandwiches forou, € butyoure going to have to get off as soon as you'c&w,all

right, we get a couple of sandwiches, getback on the plane and we take affid we're going to
fly from [Brazil to Africa]. Well, they wanted useff early so that wd fly all nightlong é [ | f
we] took off by nine &lock at night, wiel have the stars aué Earlyin the morning, it would
be broad daylight down theraver in Africa, and th& when we're going to land in Africa, in
daylight So,okay, the navigation wasttoodifficult. We had stars all night londput, then we
ran into a hurricane down there in the South Atlandic F i nwee Indvigated through the
hurricane, come out on the other side of it, took a couple of star $hfets one | didn't have
any stas. € Venus was out in the daytimé could tell from there With Venus and theun, |
had my two lines that | could crgssyhow,andwhere they cross is wherenlheading faror at
least | knew where | wgand]which way to go to where | wanted tedd for So,were coming
into Africa andthe Pilots beginning to worry abo(if] we're going to run out of gas earlou
know. "We haveto cut down our speegiou know and conserve fuel ® get theré' TheCo-
Pilot, he's gone He'sall worried this guy that was lousing things up on Ui#e'sreal worried
thaté we're going to run out of gas before we get there and he starts playing with theéradio
He picks up Dakar on the radio and wants to know if they can take a fix on us and tell us which
way to gg and oh, yes, they have a fix on us already and we should make a correction to the left
of about ten degreesLeft at ten degreéS | sad. "I've got a correctionright five degree$ and
so, | checked my figures and | saitiNo, were out hee. We'renot way up therg andthe Pilot
says€ " Yguys make up your mind | sdad, "I've got my mind made upHe'sgetting a fix
from somebody from Dakar that tells him where wé&4emd | said;'Well, let me talk to the
guy from Dakar' So,| get on the radio to talk to him and he t@ive me the passwordHe
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didnt know what | was talking about when | asked him if he had the password for trenddy

said "This doesrt sound right He'sgot to have the passwor@&venthough they changéevery

day and you can get confused whether it was over last night or this morning or whatever time it
was, whatever day it wabuté

SI: There must be a password.

GS "[If] you cart give me the passwordere not going to follow yofl and sothe Co-Pilot,

he sys,é " Hawe me a good fix on us, told us where we Welen arguing with theCo-Pilot

andthe Pilotsays "Look," he says"I'm responsible for this flightNow, youve given us one

heading and Skidmorsegiving us the other headingle'sthe navigatar If he isri right, it's his

fault. If I go withwhereyou tell us to go and it igrright, it's my fault” He says"I'm going

with Skidmore" So,all right, we headed inThe first thing you knowthe noseurret calls out

"Land ahead' "Okay,land ahead é ThePilotwants to know"Wheres the airpor?” and |

looked to see where we arksad, "Theairports straight aheatl He sad, "I thought the airport

was on the coast | said "No, it's ten miles inland Okay, so we go ten miles inland, thése

the airport We were within a mile of itwhich, after eleven hours in the air or something

running across the ocean, wasoo bad a navigatiofjob], to come within a mile So,that gave

me a reputation of reliabilitwith theAir Forceafter that that robody else camé that close

with it. Well, were there andoh, let's seewhat else is worth telling you aboapw? € Oh ,

we had to wait for weathgs big storm over there owan the coast and up the Atlas

Mountains To cross the Atlas Mountaingve couldrt go up b altitude because we had two

passengers onboard that had no oxygen maskwe were told to keep below altitudzelow

ten thousand feet ther&o,the only way we could do that is to go aphountain pasghrough

the Atlas Mountains  Taddentify them, yotre flying alongside of them and th&réour or

five passes that went north over thewou've got to pick the right oneYou pick the wrong

one é theyre blind alleys So,a couple othem picked the wrong onén fact, € one of our

planes was found crashed itwAtlas mountainabout three yearsagé T hat ' s wher e h
been since Wrld Warll, wher e t hey é r a rHe picked the wrdngpass,audnt ai n
we find out that otheaircraft, following them, a lot of them picked the wrong pass, because they

didn't give us too goopbf] an identification on it, and we had three or four aircraft that ran into

the mountainsthere¢ Oh, coming i nto Dakar atbnsandthe and f c
other calculations, we find out, after we land, first thing they want to do is, they want to see the
navigator that was thereso, I'd been uffor awhile], you know Christmas Evewe were up,

didn't have anything to eat all of Christriaay, we're up all night long again, and we're finally
onthegroundé They wanted to see the navigator on i

they é wan®ImhereEoWheowdo | get €é time?o0ff to
€ | ' ve Dbthiryrsix hoprs ahdohadn't had much to eat, except the turkey sandwich that |
couldn't eat, because it was too late and | was all by myself and it was tdmcaloimething
Anyhow, € they wanted to see me tw@malonthe ome t o
radio and they knew that | was arguing with the radio that claimed it was.Daakaiwh e n |
didn't get é the password from them, they I|is

fix on him. They wanted to know exactly where | wasou know, when | was talking to him at

€ 9:32 in the mor ni f§o,lgaviéitkemeny positioThewhadmdixson t i o n
me, where he was telling me to go and a fix on him, and | could spofThienGermans had a
submarine out thereThey knew that we were coming across the ocean, had a submarine out
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there, giving us false readings; so, good thireggPilotdecided to go with me instead of tGe-

Pilot. So, then, the next thing we ran into [was], we get up to the Atlas Mountains andahere's

big storm opening there, andnavaecertgrospotifove der s t h
didntcheck n at a certain spot, €& they had wus | and
there, where they'd just put up a station, a radio statiahthery wanted us to land there, to get a

clear weather clearance before we continued any furtfetl, we found a little oasis out there,

where they wanted us to land, in the middle of the Sahara, and we come in, @ndéle f i n d

out that what they'dahe to make a runway [was], they'd taken a bulldozer and scraped the sand

off the top of the desert there and smoothed itout alittle'bf hi s was €é t he runwe
said, and we said, "Okay, we see where that is," and he says, "Wheredrangbhesays,

"Well, at the end of the runway, there's a little, white buildig're in the building theré

"Okay" So, we |l and, go in the building and é tell
okay," but, when we're landing, we're coming in for #reding and [were] just over the end of

the runway when, all of a sudden, the whole ground comes up to me®¥hiat's this abo®’

We're trying to figure out what it is and, there we are, we're trying to land on top of a flock of

locusts, a wholebig doud full of locusts that you couldn't see throughlooked like the same

color as the deserbutit was up about fifty, sixty feet above the desert, the top of the locusts

So, you're trying to land on the top of a field full of locudtéell, the dher thing is, we went

around the cloudWe scared thdtloud] away with our going past it, or just over top of it, and

that[it] got away from the runway there, and we're down on the runway and what do we find that
they did? When they cleared it, thescraped the top off of the desert, the sand off of the desert

They scraped it down, pretty much, so [that] all they had left was the hard rock of the desert,

which was flint, and we had three flat tires when we stopped rolfhag now, we're stuck out

there in the middle of the Sahara Desert, where the temperature gets up to 135 during the day

The tank of water they had was too hot to wastSa, that's the only thing we had for drinking,

and [we would] try and get it in, to get some water thatiwdse shade, where it would cool

down a little bit, so [that] you at least could get a drink of water without burning youéself

Whil e we were there; €& oh, what did ?tthey <call

Sl A camel?

GS No, é lesbunehhobthem; the caravan

SI: Nomads?

GS Yes A caravan comes in, full of [goods], on (the Arabian?) there, and this place we landed,
there was a little oasistheré Dy d u e v eBeau$est Yau ever see the movigeau

Geste

Sk No.

GS. Oh, well, it's the story of this desert place and where Beau Geste was, where he.[#erved]
was a fort there and the oasis, and the chara

SI: Oh, BE-A-U?
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GS Yes.
SI: About the French Foreign Legion?

GS Yes é T Is the place we landed, and, if you recall the moving picture, the guy ran
around, €& propping up the dead bodies in the
the next one and fire the gun down the parapéat's where it was, and we climbetaler that

parapet and up into the [towers?] thefde Arabs didn't bother us thdmutthere had been

some battles fought therédnyhow, we were there and, while we were there, this caravan came

in, like it's been doing for thousands of years, Iguéss So, t hey came in, pit
outside the oasis there a little bit, and we went over to look at them and see what théielhad
they had all kinds of things for sale, mostly

been hamered into, oh, it's surprising, the things they'd make out of them, snuff boxes and, oh,
lanterns and pitchers and all of th&o, we didn't want any of tha¥We looked at it and [said],
"Haven't they got anything that we can 25éNo0." "So, okay, ét's get out of heré Well,

we're finally leaving and this guy came up to us and said, "No, no, no, wait a fiSoteve

[said], "What do you got now and you want to sho®"ud he shows us a can of sardines and

we look at the can of sardine@/ell, it's unopened and everything and it looks like it's nice
Portuguese sardines, skinless, boneless, the most expensive kind you could get, | guess, and he
had a pack| said, "Well, how much you want for th&hWe | | , we' re €é dickerir
and, finaly, we find out he wants about twertyo dollars in Frencfrancsfor it. So, we told

him, "No. For a can of sardin@8sWe can do better than thatVe don't want to get your

sardines’ "Oh," and he brought out a little thimble full of real hot, swteatand offered that to

us as a brihe"No, it's still not worth twentytwo dollars” Well, he came down to nineteen

dollars and, | don't know, | guess we were down to about twelve dollars, and I finally told him,
"Give him a couple of bucks and let's gat of here," because I'm with tBembardierat that

time. € Hsays, "No," he says, "I'm not going to pay [more than] two dollars for a can of

sardines I'll give himthe two dollars " We |l | , he' s ¢é n"o'Wellglbrighttg t o ac
here,give him another three dollars and tell him we're going,” and so, we give him another three
dollars 1 t hink we spent five doll ars for a can s a

leave yet He says, "No, no, no," and he goes back in his temhes back out with a whole case
of about fortyeight cans of sardines in it, hands it to us, for the five bugkaghter] So, he
probably didn't know what he haéie probably stole them from somebody,.too

GS: Andwe had sardines there fawhileand, | remember, | wrote home and told my mother

about the sardines we had and wanted to know if she could send me some biscuits or something
toeatthenron. € She sent me some Saltines or somethin
this is by the time we got up into Italy ther&/e had the sardines that we were going to make,

going to eatbutshe sent me Saltines to eat them [dNell, to getthe Saltines over to Italy,

they had to send them by boat, and | think they had to drag them behind the boat when they sent
themin é By the time they reached us, oh, by the
them and hauled them across theaile where a bunch of elephants trampled them down a bit

So, the boxes of Saltines she sent us weren't very gdmdwe told her, "No, see if you can't

find something that comesinacaban you f i [offisorae kind tleaiacdmegin a can
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andwe'll settle for the®" Well, the ony thing she found was some datg bread that came in a
can, Crossand Blackvell's Date Nut Brea@d | don't know if you're familiar with it.

SI: No.

GS Well, you might find it in some of the supermarkeismepace It's just a brown bread
with dates in it, and nuts, and so, we had date nut bread, which went very good with .sardines

SI: Had you had any preconceived image of Africa before thatdirsounds like you had
seen some movies about Africa.

GS Oh, I don't know whether we did, or | don't recalNell, the Sahara Desert is not [the]
Africa you think of, with jungles That's just a sandy desert for thousands of miles and there's
nothingtherebuté a few | ittl e oases.

EB: Did you know thathis was just going to be a stoff point before going to Italy?

GS Not until we were calleddowré We t ook off from Dakar that
towards Marrakech, | think we were supposed to go to, and, when we got up as far as the

mountains, beteen us and Marrakech were the mountains, and on both ends of the mountains

were the big storms brewing@ hat's when we found out that they wanted us to land.tl8oe

we landed there, and then, when we got there, we found we had flaiMeelsad to \ait three

weeks é to get. Then wehadtd dhangethe tires and get the bulldozer they

had there, that scraped the sand off of the f
top of the flint stones, so that our tires didniksin too much and get chewed. Upo, like | say,

we landed there and we ended up with about, oh,-&adiyt cans of sardines, or foifiye cans

of sardines we had, nothing to eat with them until we got some [bré&elpot up to Italy and

my motherfnal | y got a couple of cans of date nut b
good ¢ After we got off of this Iittle oasis in
was out on a tour, patrolling the desert between Spanish Morocco and Fremndcd1é

When they found [that] we had access to the jeep that was there, they wanted us to go hunting
gazelleé We found out that what they really want e
border between Spanish Morocco and French Morocco, wherealél shoot up a few of the

Spaniards € Finally, when we got our tires fixed and everything, we went over to Marrakech,

went on up there, and we were one of the first Americans coming through North Africa there,

and so, €& the Sh amvitddRsaosthoais paladand Edonhr é kle cchon ' t

know what it was supposed to,litwe went there and he gave us ¢
orangef | avored drink that he hHwashisoranghicechbdhada s Vv e
there, wawvery tasty and very formae Wel | , we didn't have a dinne
a couple of cookies or somethin§ Anyhow, wel |, I might as well
that story We're over in Italy, about, oh, six months lat&ther crevg are coming through and

one fellow had sent home for some goodies and told his mother to include some packages of Jell

O, because he can make the-@ethere ¢ As f ar as keeping it cool,
we didn't have any [problemWe had ou"automatic refrigeratidhfor something like thatSo,
he wanted aniceJel. So, we were invited over to his ten

JellO and dessert and everything/e go into the tent there and what's he pull out @rthes
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soidgol d di shes that we were ser vhiedstdepabbuhe €é Sh
half a dozen of them and that's what he was serving u® deil homemade, on the Shah's gold
dishes So, anyhow, let's seé, | guess the next thing we did was, after left Marrakech, we
went up to Tunis and, from Tun iGotlagliévasopeat ' s t h
€ In the meanti me, we thought we werTeeygoi ng t
hadchanged oué destination for us tanstead of(Tolegrd?), € we'd havegore up to a place
calledGrottaglie Well, in Grottagliethere we finally find out thatof thesixty-four aircraft that

we hadé w hweeneft Nebraska, onlfifty -four of us arrived in Italyand that was by January
5th, or something like thatSo, we were now over in a combat zone andldhink it was the

5th, the 5thor 6th of Januarythey decided we would have a missi@o, we had a missign

with live bomls, over to a place called Mostar, Yugoslavjgditor's Nde: The 449th Bomb

Group flew missions againktostar on the 8th and 14th of January 1944. On the January 14th
mission, the B4 piloted by Second Lieutenant Harold E. Pickard (718th Bomb Squadron) was
struck by bombs dropped from the2B piloted by Seaund Lieutenant Vincent K. Isgrigg (716th
Bomb Squadron), resulting in the loss of both airdrdftwasn't too far away and it wasn't much
of a target they gave u#t was a railroad that went through there and the Germans were sending
supplies in and du | don't know who they were sending them to or wheas Betweenthe
Partisans under Josip Brozid and[the Nationalists under Dragoljub "Draza"] Mihailoyit

was hard to tell who was on whose sided yu had to be very careful if you bailedt over

there  Thefirst guysthatwould pick you up, youe got to make sure that you make them

think that you're on their sider they're on our sidand thatve believe that they're on our side,
becauseif not, they'd stand you ufagainst]the wdl and shoot youé  Weldstdsome men that
way, because they didn't give the right answerg anyhow we were there and we had practice
missionswhere we had the one plane that blew up becadusee of our own bombs hit,iand

we had othersWe raninto flak. We had some holes in the aircraft where flak had hitéusl

think, by the 22nd of Februayit was € we're down to where we halirty-two aircraft with

crews capable of flying on a missio8o,we started off withthirty-two aircraft thatday. € The
mission was a tough missiofEditor's Note: The target for February 22, 1944, was an aircraft
factory at Regensburg, Germany\e were going up into Germanyp into the Ruhr Valley

We're going tause up pretty much all the gas we hadl du know a full load of gas We'd

have nothing left by the time we got up to the tagrdetpped our bombs and came home again
So, you had to conserve fuel on the way up and on the way Backhen we got as far up the
coast[as]to the top of thé\driatic there, we had a place called Uditig;dean” or, "U-dine;" |

don't know if you're familiar with thisand Trieste Triesteé  wsa country owedby itself at

that time | don't think it belonged to eithéneltalians or the Yugoslaviansrheywere

dickering over it butwe had to go past thosso, and anyhow € we got up there and we ran

into a bunch of German fighter$'d say a bunch of themé Well, | countedeighty-eightof

them TheGermars claimed that they had overght hundredircraft up that daylooking for us
So,anyhow we were going up there anohe by onewe start losing aircrafté  Well, we

finally reached the targednyhow and we're¢  p u lintoithe @rget therandwe're on the
bombrun € We uprataltitudenow, abouttwenty-two thousandeet to keepaway from flak

but, still, the Germans got up there with their flak and they were pretty accuraée pretty

dense € I'm up in the nose there with tB®mbardierandhe's kneeling down over his
bombsight ad I'm standing over top of hirwhen there's a big explosion right underneath us,
right where wée looking é Theplane looked like it jumped in the air abdhirty feet before

it settled down  Wécould hearé  othemetal tearing in our own airphe, looked like
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somebody was tearing up a telephone book or somethmgvay this flak was hitting use
TheBombardiey he all of a suddenumps up and knocks me upside down almeéstI'm
knocked down onto the floor of the nose thereere | can se the altitud¢hatwe're at and see
some of our instruments theend | see that we're going down in a spitdboks like, and then,
we straighten out and we're flyifigvel] again € T Bamnbardieris callingoverhis intercom
Hesays "I'm hit, I'm hit," and [l say], Where are you h%' é He'sholding his leg therdat the
knee] andthe Pilotwants to know who's hit and | safere was confusion all over the place
there because diwhat] happenedé The engines were running riglyou knav. The Co-Pilot

€ was checking his engines aédall four engines were runningg S tbe Pilotcalls mein,

or what happened wathen | can see the bombsight instrumeamd I'm reading them arwir
telltale lights are going out, which meahatthe bombs are on their way down Ya&i know,
one would go off everfive seconds or s@and when the light went outve knew that that bomb
was droppedé | think we were carryingixteenbombs at that timeé With theBombardier
hurt, andthe Pilotwanedto know who was hurt and how much he was lurt said "The
Bombardierclaims he was hurbutl don't see any blood or nothing, can't find a hole in his
flight suit or anything He'sjust holding his leg and sothen | looked through the bombsigh
to see where the bombs were going Th&crosshairs were still on the target close enough to
it, tha | had told theBombardierto try and hit the target a little bit on the west sitisaid,
"About a hundredeet west of wheré your crosshairg are is where the bombs ayeing to
hit. € Yes,they'regoing tohit eastabouta hundred/ards eastand see if you can compensate
for it by aiminga hundred/ards to the west This was part of th€oriolis effectwe were

talking about beforeand acouple of other things that were inaccurate in the bombs&nt
okay, we're up there anithe Pilotcalls out wants to know where the headingasd | s&, "Oh,

I'll give you a heading in a minytas soon as | find out how bad tRembardier'swurt” and |
sdd, "Follow the guy in front of youf He said "There'snobody in front of us anymore "Oh,
well." 1 finally told him, "Look," | told him, "head soutli He says"Well, | don't have south
Thecompass is spinning around like mad henéhich way is soutR" So, I told him. | said
"Well, a little bit to the left Now, youé see the mountains ahead of $ou'Yes." "Well, that's
Switzerland Keep Switzerland on the righDon'tgo directly over the mountainkeep to the
left of them" Okay, so, hestraightens outé Then,| calledthetail gunner and asked hjre
was telingus é " lgéng plares like mad hetel said "Well, how many people you got
following us nov?" He counts them out and say@Vell, we gotfourteen" So, that was out of
thirty-two, thatwe had left to start the mission withé With myself andone extraj think we
hadsixteenof themé thatreacledthe target On the way homewe're still running into plenty
of fighters Thereweretwo or threeof themalways pounding on u$  We llcduld see one or
two of them going down every time | loelout the window €  Winally got back tcé over
Italy, Northernltaly there and some of them wasdto know; "Whenare wegoing tobail out?"

| said "Well, we're notgoing tobail yet We'restill flying." So, everybody else was bailing qut
he saidandwe, you know [would] keep traclof the planeswhere they went downrying to

find which plane it was and where they went down in the mounjastoff of the Italian Alps

or Northern Italy Finally, | got over the Adriaticwhere we were pretty free from flalut,

going past Udine and Triest®e got clobbered again with plenty of flakhen all of a sudden
we're out over the Northern Adriatic whédvhoosh" something goes right by from behind us,
you know and[l asked] "Whatwas tha?" € The tail gunner saysYou see that plane off on
our left ther@ He's aJU-88." "Yes." He says, "He'tbading up with rocketsand][it] takes him
abouttenminutes to get a rocket loaded, @nd thenhe pulls back underneath the formation and
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lobs a rocket up into.ité Everytime he gets a rocket in the formatién,we're losing one or
two aircraft” So,we did that for the next hour or,sblooked like and finally, we're gtting
close to home, came,ilanded € We landed andgs soon as we landesidebriefer came over
to the plangwanted to know how we di@ndwe'retelling him, "Well, we didn't do too goad
He said "Where'sthe rest of the plee" andl said "Well, we gotsome of them marked on the
map where they went dowrbut if they're not here ifive minutes, they're not comingecause
€ nobody had gas left to go more than tha So,we were the only aircraft that came i8o,
tha's it Weve got Xs on the map where some of them went down, sirtieem,we identified,
some of thenmwe didn't identify but [it] looked to us like the outfit was wiped oiWe had one
airplane left, us é

EB: Do you remembethe actual physicakkling on your first combat mission?
GS You're too busy to have any feeling.
EB: Did you feel| say,nauseou®

GS No. You're busy trying to do calculationsusy trying to fill in a logto keep trak of what
was going onand you didn't have anpscial feelings about anythingy ou were just too busy
trying to get things doneé

Sl: Canyou describg/our normal positio? Did you have a navigator's table?

GS Well, the nose had a table thabuld folddown in front of us It was a small taleland only
about you know maybe that wide ana@h, maybesix feet long and they gave us a stool with it
Therewasn't room for a stool up thesm, we stood up all the way througithe Bombardierhe
would kneel down over his bombsighthen,he'd gt up and walk around or help sdimag,
wherevel helpwas]neededand he's busy passing ammunition to the gunners and things like
that é Like | say it was just too small an area to do much wiithe other thing washat they
did wrong with it, wherthey hooked us up in the airplaryeu got in theair, you had an oxygen
hose coming out here, youdhan earphone coming out over here, you'd have an electric suit
with a wire down here, you'd have oxygen coming up from down theveknow € So,we

had all these hoses coming into, usaybefour or five hosesand you could stand theriut], if
you tried to turn aroundgou'd get stuck this wayYou couldn't turn that wayé Y avant to

go the other wa You can't [you would]get stuck Youve got something holding you back
here and between th&ombardierand me and thBose Gunneup there in the fronall of these
things tying us down, we finally invented our own systéffe made ongwhat dd we call it
now? | don't know one hose, tapedem al together and ran them all coftthe one sideand

so, everybody had one place he could plug into everythidgn umbilical cord” we called it

We made an umbilical cord there and that's what we Ngedidn't have room for anything else
and, f you did have roonthese gunnerg as soon they found guhey'd have to smuggke
some cartridges onboard or some ammunit©therwise they ran out of ammunitionwWe ran
out of ammunition before we reached Udine there

EB: Was your bombardreactually hurt?
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GS Well, when we got him on the grounshe of the first things we did was look to see how
bad he was hurand he's still hgping around on one footSo,we finally looked at him and
found out that where he was kneeling doweyré¢was alittle plywood floor there that he would
kneel on, and a piece of flak had come up through the bottom of the ygetheoughthe bottom
of the piece of plywoodand it didn't breakhrough completelybutyou could take your hand
[and] you could feeh little bump there So,we dug the piece of flak autVe find out that he
was kneeling right where that hsiee,and it's like being hit with a sledgehammer on your knee
[laughter] That'swhat happenednd here he was, his knee, it didn't even eak the skinbut
whereé he's kneelingnit, he turned blaclandblue for the next couple dinreedays or sp

and he was in pajme said He wanted somebody to carry him every place or somethimiyve
told him, "Look, there's no blogdecause it din't break the skin or anythingnd soyou don't
even get a Purple Hearln this outfit, you have to bleed for your governmehtSo,he got no
more Purple Heart or anything out gfékcept a knee that was giving hjproblems] Well,
anyhow we'reback there on the ground and they tell us, th#t right, look, we understand that
we tookquite abeating todayé butwe don't want you going back and spreading the news that
we got wiped out We're not going to send you back to the squadron ak&#e going to send
you into town, put you um a hotelwhere you'll have clean sheets amce, hot meal and

nice, soft bed" we can sleep qrand all that We said "Well, we'll take it [If] that's what you're
offering us you know that's what wél take" So,they finally loaded us in a truck and drove us
out to the coast therevhere there was a hotaind this was a resort hotel along the Adriatic
there and we finally got therel guessby the time we got ther& wasseveno'clock at nigh
anyhow,¢é after flying alldamnday and being debriefed and waiting for suppad so forth

So, here we arenotgoing togo back to th& squadron area and tell them that we're out of
business So,we get iro the hotel and this hotel was a redartel We find that it was filled up
with a bunch of YugoslaviaArmy, which we weren't sure whose side they werebomn

anyhow they're in the hotel there  Ithe firstfloor ballroom therethey had an orchestra
playing or an accordiorat least a accordion and a clarinets | recallsomething like thatand
the Yugoslavian Armywhen they travel ojgo] on leave or something, they bring their women
with them So,here we had a bunch of Yugoslavian girlg/e'dsmile at them, they'd smile
backat usand € someway, we communicated with then® M oof themspoke some
English They'dgone to high schoolin all these foreign countrigthey always taught English
to everybody that was anyang&o,here we @muld communicate with them a liglbit,andwed
askif they want to dance andkay, they agreed So, we soon found outhough that there's
really no fun dancing with a young lady when you find shg's wearing a couple of hand
grenadesn her brassier So,we decided that's not thest thing we auld do; we'll forget about
them Besidesé they were bringing food out noandwe were hungry We didn't have that
much to eat We missed breakfast and missed lunch amdile] waiting for supperthey sent us
out here Now, we'reé finally going to get the nighot meal Well, the hot meal consisted of a
stew madeut of one castratelilly goat You'd have to find the oldest and gamiest piece of
meat that was ever inventddyi] its toughestand they put this in a patut it upand putitin a
pot, and stadcooking it Well, it's wintertime & February 22ndWe'relooking for
vegetables in the stew and what kind of vegetdlelsthey hav@ Whatgrows in the
wintertime? Oh, rot much of anythingtheyhad turnipsrutabagturnips We had someoh,

here and thera leaf of broccoli yold find in there or something like that, some of the broccoli
seeds é O hcan't think of what else they had, vegetables they psbime celer here and
there,andgarlic and onionsand they'd put this all in a pahdstart cooking it up Now, this
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hotel was a resort hotel and it was built on a hot spisaw, a hot spring is usually sulfur
water, which smells like rotten eggs and tasterst So,here theyé fill thepot full of this

and put in the vegetables and the meéatThey're serving us this meake Well, é they had
some cheap wine there that was seyaed,like | say, the Yugoslagwere having a good time
drinking and singing  Wéwere just sitting theravatching them drink and singndtrying to
get something to eat worthwhile eatimghen oh, | guess we finally decided thdt.ook, it's
aftereighto'clock I'm getting tired Lets go to bed é Theroom they gave uwas on the
sevetth floor of this hotel So,we have to walk upThere'snho electricity in it We've got to
walk up, carryinga kerosene lantern or a candded we wouldclimb] severfloors. We're
walking aroung¢itheway the floors were arranggtthey had a stairwelhere itwent aroundand
up andaround and upEverytime youd get aroundyoud get another floaré So,we're
climbing up thergtrying to go to bedyou know € TheBombardierhe's lagging behind a
little bit, gimping awayand we get up abofite or six floors thereand he's a floor dwo

behind usbecause he's limping up the staysu know and complaining abouit] . Wetook
the candle away from him before he set fire to sometlmghow and we told him"Comeon,
let's get up herk | said, "You'vebeen anuisance all day long, claiming you're huét L il k e
sdd, you're not huihg enough to get a Purple Healtoucan'té f oasdlé Fi nwetel y ,
kidding him about ityou know and telling him"You were just a nuisance all day langou

had a niceide. We showed you tb Swiss scenery and everythjrajmd what are you doifg
You'rejust holding us up Comeon, let's get some sleep out of tiisng.” | said, 'Good thing
that | was there to drop your bomH$ | hadn't been thergou'd never kaw whereé they
would have gonewith you hopping around likemad"” é So, anyhow we're kidding him é |
told him, "You were a nuisanceComeon, let's get up herteand | said, It's a good thing |
dropped your bombs for ypbecause you'd never knovhere they were going to hit if | hadn't
dropped thent So, he said"Well, I'll show youy" and e leans over the handrail and he says
"Watchthis." He'sgot a coupleaboutfour, bottles of wine that he stole out of the mess hall
there and he[saying] "Watchthis." "Bing;" "Bombsaway" Downthe stairwell it goes,
"Splat" on the marblénall lobby of the hotel So, 'Don't do that' we told him "You're going to
get us in troublé¢ He says"I'll show you Watchthis one; another onel think he got rid of
four bottles of wine before we could crawl back downstairs and grab a hold of him by the shirt
collar and drag him up two stesto stuff him in the bed So,of courseright after thatthe hotel
manager and his wife are coming upstaimsl know,andwe're looking over the railway and
shéssayng, "No, no, no, dont &€ So,we get intheroom thereclose the dogmput him in bed
and sit on top of him  Fistthing you knowthere'sa big knock on the do@ndthere's the
hotel manageand his wife waning to know who threw the winé down the stairwe]lyou
know. | said, 'What do you me&h Who threw the wine dowh We don't know anything about
it." He says"Somebodythrew the wine down the cellar and it's all over the lobby nawh
glass and everything "Boy, what a messyou know" she's telling usé Well, it couldn't
have been usTell you what we thik; listen toé those crazy Yugoslavyou have down the
hallway there, with all the noise thesere making They'reall singing and dancinglt's got to
be them Theydid it. Wedidn't do it" So,she ran down the hall to see if she could find them
Well, that's the last we heard of th&/e got herconvincedthatit wasn't us We told her,
"We're Americans Wedon't i things like that So,anyhow é finally, we get to go to bed
there and about guess it eightthirty or so when | finally got in beden-thirty, aknock on the
door,"What'sup now?" "Tempo di bagnaré | said, "Whatdo you meanTempo di bagna?™
"Tempo di bagnardime for a batli Whenwe checked into the hotele asked foa room with
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abath you know Well, they don't have them that waroom with a bath Thebaths are down
in the basementhere the hot springs ar@nd they hee this greatbig bathtub therelt was
abouttenfeet long andapparentlythe custom there ,iswo people have a bath at oncgo,you
always have somebody, have a partteetake a bath withSo,anyhow the Bombardiey he
didn't wantit. Hewasgoing tosleep é Aslong as he was asledpave himasleep he could
create more trouble if he's awak®o,anyhow | went down with the chambermai&hetakes
me down to the basement thesnere the hot bath,isnd she's got a little cube of laundicap,
aboutoneinch square cube of laundry soap that she givesantea washcloth, a little terrycloth
rag,aboutsix inchessquare or so  Oléy, she's got this big tub about half full of water there
where | could float back and forth in it and back &th, and anyhow she finally leaves and
I'm in there soaking upyou know Finally, € [the] bath is overyou know,or, no, she comes
in to tell me the bath is oveaind I'm theregé still in the bathtubyou know So, I take this little
six-inch sauare of terrycloth to protect my dignity while she's making a grab for jtfisuadly,
she grabs holdof that terrycloth and grabs it away from ni&n wondering"Now, what am |
supposed to do with H&rbecauseshe was more th@estapetype So, ayhow, | finally find

out that what we're fighting over wte piece of terrycloth Shewanted it because'ste part

of her job to scrub my baclkSo,as long as that's all she wanted and expected of fmally

had a bath there and we finally went bézked | guess | got back in bed abduto o'clock or
something like thabecause it was abothtreethirty or so wherjthere was] &nock on the door
again "Now, what's up@" "They want you back at the base right awd\What do you mean
right awa/? We didn't even finish sleeping yét'No, they need you back at the bagetrucks
waiting for yoy so, hurry up” Now, what's u@ Well, they get us backtothebase Th ey
decide thatthey now have found out where a couple of the planes #natt dlown wergand we
had the only plane operating on the field théreywanted us to run up there and deee
couldn't help them get airborner a couple of therthatran out of fuel before they got any
place They just needed some fuel and anotiveneeded a new carburetandso, they wanted
us to fly up a couple of mechaniasdfly around up in Northern Italy yet and resachem

Well, we did some of thatWe got a couple of them back remember one field we went intio
was a cornfieléaind the corn hadn't been touched for over a, yemressbecause all the
cornstalks dried out on the field, some of them still standing adightfeet high thergbuté
that's the field, the only fielgou could get into, was on a hitlbo. So, heé came in down low
on the hill and taxied up on toj$o, he didn't need too much brake to get the plane sto/motd
he did need some fyelind we had a couple of drums of fuel we loaded on to our placha
pump topump it into him and ®, anyhow we gothim airborne and went to another oriéow,
this other one was just below the lipa$ere the enemy wag  Ifact, we no sooner got in
there when they started droppifiig] some mortargust off the other end of the runwand
everybody wanted to geut of there as fast as they caulsb, the crew that had cracked up in
there, they took our plane and went hadke were stuck with their plane, which we couldn't get
runninguntil we put the new carburetor,iand oh, | guesst it's getting dark ouhow, because
of nighttime Wefinally got a carburetor iandl rememberé | was busy trampling down
corn Wetaxied the airplane up and down that hill a couple of tineesample down some
more corn but [also,to] see if we couldn't get this thirggt of there We finally took off and

we took off and I toldhe Pilot "Okay, aleft turn tq oh, 1-7-2," or something like thatl gave
him aheading backto the] field,and | get umndwe get airborne and the first thing | kngwe's
making a righturn. "I said left, left turn® "Don'tworry about if" he said"We'vegot it under
control" "What's under contr@l' Well, | find out that while | was out trampling on corn, the
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crew decided that what they wegeing todo [was], they had some ammution they brought

with them too. Theywere out of ammunition and out of fuebo, they were loaded yja couple

of guns and everybody hadturret or somethingexcept me I'm navigating butthe couple of
thecrew memberd e h &al a térref and as we took offwe flew over where these mortars
were coming from | d&n't see anything down there except a truekthey opened up with
machine guns on the truck and a couple of other things that somebadlydsawt know what

they wereput | didn't see themand we got out of theré splatteedthis truck full of machine
guns, which was about all we had/e didn't have any more bombs with. uBhat was it There

is another ongstory] that we hagthatwe had a fellow in the outfit and he e2eed a telegram
one day;'Wife and baby doing fineTelegramfollows.” So,okay, wife and baby;What was it

a boy or a gif?" He says"l don't know" He says, "Theyidn't say' Well, every morning

we'd get upyou know andwe'd see him anail call, "Did you ever findoutwhat your kid was
aboyoragif? é No," he said"nothing yet' So,going off onthis missionthat morning

you know é the first thing we do when we see him, he beéatig one of the other crews,
though,when we seeim, we ask him;'Did they ever find whether it was a boy or agirl'No,

not yet" | said "Did you tell them where to lo6K "No," he said"l don't knowé whatit

was" So,anyhow here we werghis poor guy had a baby that he knew was about tvioree
weeks old buthe didn't know what kind it wasSo,we're up there and | remember that his plane
got hit with a ball of flakflak he was in, and we watched and about four parachutes came out of
it and the rest of it crashed and burn&de markedn the hillside where it was and it was just in
enemy territory there, where it crashed Alduttwo weeks later, when the infantry moved up
"the Boot" slowly, they took charge of where this wreck was, and somebody deidedould
now tell where the vack was Maybeif we went up therewe could find out what happened to
them" Okay, sa we had a smaller plane we took up théwesee what happened to them, and
found the wreckageight whereé | had marked it on the mapou know | found that, and

[on] a hill overlooking it, there was a nunnery up on top of the Bith, we decided"Well, we
found the wreckagdutwe don't know how many people survived it or where they went to or
who it was Theymust have come out éf the back of the planeNe saw them coming out
butwe didn't know[about the rest] It looks like the ones up ithefront of the plane never got
out" So,anyhow we went up to this nunnery and ask#égek] mother superiothere what she
knew about thermyou know  Shétold us oh, yes, she rememberedaind it was only a

couple of weeks ago thathiadhappened So, she toldus, \es, that the four parachutes came out
of the back of the plane and they landed and there were four bodies that were taken out of the
wreckage That counts for eighbutthere's two more that they didn't know anything about
Theydon't know whether they were captured by the Germans or anythingye aked around,
couldn't do anything moreShe said that what happeneds thathe ones that hduhiled out
[and]landed safely, the Germans capturigtit away  Thi&yhad them dig graves for the ones
that were in the airplanéhat didn't get oytand there were fowand fourgraves up in the front
Then they shot the ones that were digging thevgs and put them,itoo. So,here we arge

you know one of the major atrodgs of the war, shooting people thatvedailed out of an
airplane like thatandwe figured, "Well, that's goindo happen to uslf we don't come home
that's where we'rgoing to end upsomeplace They'renot capturing American flyershey're

just shooting them on sightSo,anyhow that's aboué all we ould do for themexcept that

[it] continues later anAboutthree years after the war, I'm in New Ypckmingout of the

Astor Hote| and | see a guy that | recogniz& Herecognizes mand he saysHey, Skid, how
you doin@" "I'm doingall right. You, you're dead | saw your grave | know where it was
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He says, "Yese theyreported us killed and missifig-action” "Well, what happened théh

He says, Well, we dug some graveand thenthey took us awayWe buried our ownand we

had about six of them that we had to bury, theappened that they were found near there, when
the infantry moved upthe Boot" € We said,actually,we had quite a cemetery thewath

about fifteen people that wedburied; you know € "But, we heard that you were all killed
right away" "No," he says, "they captured four of us and took us badkve served our tine in
aPOW camp é Six of them were dead in the fuselagfehe aircraft' "But, anyhow, what

was it a boy or a gif?" Because he's the guy thdid not know],and I'm thinking,'Now, that

can't be the same kid he's got notiis one's walking' € or the one that he had was not
walking, was inababy carriage he was pushing, and thetbeewa s wal ki ng €é was
wife there, you knowé T kicdwas three years qgltiknow, at leastanyhow butit goes to

show you, you can't believe all the veories you hearEvenwhen you know that they're true,
you can't believe everything that everybody tells.yéu

Sl: Was it a boy or a girl?

GS Oh, I don't remember[laughter]That long after the wat never know Everybodyasks
me that when tell them the story, and | don't knpar | don't remember, and | haven't seen him
in any reunions or anything a long time So, | don't know what it was

SI: Did it ever seem odtb go through horrific air battles like thiwith all the fighters ad the
flak, and thenat night you could bedancing in a hotekith Yugoslavian womerto go from one
extreme to anotheso quickly?

GS Eh, like | say thedancing with the Yugoslav with hand grenades in her brassier wasn't
really[great]. You just dbn't get that much animpression on heor $ie doesn't make that
much of an impression on ypor maybe she does make mofen [impression]l don't know

é

Sl: Were theranenwho refusd to go back up after going through something like that?

GS One we had and they threatened him with countartial if he refused to fly and he just
absolutely refused to flySo,the other thing was that the CO told him"Well, all right," he

says, "l don't want you to go flying on a missibatl'm going touse you on the ground for
awhile, to see if you can get over thiswant you to taxi a couple of these airplanes from out on
the field there, bring them into maintenange b r i n igto thehergimeering sho@usttaxi
them across the runwaydthats all we want from yoll and hewent out to taxi that airplane
across and he got it stuck inthe méd T hweeng trying to get it out and | remember watching
them there, gunning that thingnd the more he gunned it, the more the rfandinggear, the
nose gearsank in the mud  Scwe finally told him "Forgetabout it You'regoing in deeper
all the time" One more try he was going to make see if he auld pull it out of the mud, and

he really gunned the engine up aalliof a suddeyi’Ka-boan." We hear a big snapThemain
landing gearhe snapped it off, stuck in the mud thered he plane mowdup about ten feet
away from its landing gear that was broken afhe props went down and dug in some more of
the mud Theone wing was benip. Thewhole airplane was a mesSo, after thathe got
transferred oytandl don't know where he went,tbut rever heard from him again and had no
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way of contacting himé But, that was [a case where fjust told themyou know, that he had
to quit. Hesaid, "I know that I'm going to kill somebody if | keep flyihgHe says "l don't
understand enough of this airplane to really be safe flying it."

EB: Did you have the same plane throughout the war?

GS No. [laughter]The plane that | flew aioss the ocean in had ofmission] Well, we flew it

andit had one missiaré oh, in fact, | was riding on it in this oneThe plane behind us was

tracking enemy fighters as they came through and he sent a couple of his machine gun slugs into
our planeand they went in right where the wing joins the fuselageYou wouldn't think so

but, with thefifty -caliber bullets hitting the wing right where it's fastened on, it bent the wing up

So, the wing was upé T hight wing was two feet higher, thetof it was two feet higher

than it was supposed to.bé We calledhim, you know, and | told im, "Thatwing is bent

How can it be bent and still flyirgj and we found out thabasicallyé t he wi ng had al
fallen off. It was only a thread holdinit on, and why it didn't fall off is hard to tell, just that we

made a nicesmooth landing If héd bounced it on the runwathat would have snapped right

off.  Wéhad people from Consolidat@gho] came out there, a coupletbiirengineers

whichall they did We knew what was wrong with,i& butwe needed a new wing firgtnd

then,new props and new engine mounts and a couple things likeé&hahey just decided

"Well, we'll use it for spare parts thebutthey finally fixed up some of iput some extra rivets

on the wing to fasten it gutthat wasn't really going to do it muckVe flew it up from our

baseabout fifty miles to headquarters base and had their engineers look at it, and their engineer
says, "Ground it He says, "pucan't flyit. It's a'’hangar queeh Takewhat you want off of

it." But, it never flew again.

EB: Did any of your planes have artwork on them?

GS Oh,yes [laughter]Everybody pairgdthings on them.

EB: What was on one of your planes?

GS Well, the one we flew across the oceahyythey just paintedHot RocK on it.
EB: "Hot Rock?'

GS Yes,andhad a bigflaming rock on the side of.ité

EB: What about some of the other oReBid you have names for them?

GS. Oh,yes, we hagdoh, | don't know,Old Man Riverand things like that.

TK: No pinup girls?

GS. Yes Well, I don't know what alll can't rememberl've got a book that has about seventy
two pictures of some of the artwork on these aircratft.
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TK: You got way ahead of enon this interview | just wanedto be surgin your flight to
Dakar, did you talk about the false radio messages?

GS é Yes | mentioned that

TK: You got that.

GS We had that one

------------------------------------ END OF TAPE THREE, SIDEONE-----------=====mmmmmem oo

TK: What hotel did you and | stay in on the Via Vengtostreet in Romejvhen we were both
on leaveHotel Roma?

GS No, Americana

TK: Americana

GS Yes.

TK: Which was your 15th Air Forcefficers leave motel
GS Yes, | think so.

TK: That's where you were and | met you there

GS Yes.

TK: Yes Did you tell them about your little voyage down the stairs and your demonstfations
You didn't tellthemthat

GS No. [laughter]

TK: This is a visual thingl don't know how it comes over on tap& We're in the lobby of the
hotel and Skid was telling me that all these young flying officers are coming over,to him
because he's a veteran by nbe's had a number of missigasd they'e askinchim, "What'sit
like?" and soon. So,finally, he gets the idea, the hotel ha&s a b tugved staircaseoming
down like that So,he said"Watchthis." I'm down in the lobby with the rest of therkle goes
up to the top of the stairs and ktarts down the stajike this. € T h earsilerices, and the
guys around mareall looking up and one of them sajwhispering], "That's an oktimer. He's
had | don't know how many missigrisutlook what happens tgou.” [laughter]That doesn't
come over.

SI: ForadescriptionMr. Kindre was walking like a hunchealer, older man How soon did
you become aveteran?
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GS | don't know what you meaaveteran.
Sl One of the oldimers How many missions did it take?

GS é \WedftérRegensburg, | was the only gryeu know we only had onerewleft.

Well, actually, it was a little bit better than thatWe brought back two or three of the wrecks
Wefinally wentandsalvage them,and thenthey sent us another five or six aifty& brand
new oneswith a new crew and everythingt a couple of them came in without any creSo,

we had to use our old people that had been there that were on these planes that we salvaged,
[they] didn't have a plane anymor&/e used them for ité Well, like | say, we had sixtyfour
aircraft that were given to us thefirst week of Novemberé Oh, | forgot how many of them
took off from Fortalezanow. Byéthe time we got to Italywe had fiftyfour of them left So,

t hat ' s ei thdtwe lastibefaerwa éver even got to Itahd the rest of it, | don't
know, they kept filling us with aircraft as fast as they got shot down and new crews ¢cawoe in
that,well, | guess by Aprilor the following yearé ' Wés i? yes,when the Gemans
surrenderedabout March or April of that yeawe had over seventyvo aircraft that were
operational on some of these missions then.

EB: Was there a point systethat you flew so many missioyend thenyou would be sent
home?

GS Well, yes butthey didn't do it They started out telling us twenrfiye missions Anybody
got twentyfive missionsthey talked them intd'You have to go anothgtour]. You'reordered
by theCommanderthat we'll give you easy missions if we ¢clatyou're gang to haveo stay
here another three or four monthsist like they're doing noyagain over heran [Iraq]. "Your
tour is up € except we've extended the tours for yoé

EB: When you first got to Italy, what did you &w about the previous missis anchow the
war was going?

GS There were no previous missions before we got théfewere the first ones from there
that went to Italy Yes, we wereé t fliseoutfit that went to Italy

EB: Did you read thé&tars and Stripeshen you werehtere?

GS Yes, when we could get. It came out once a month or somethithgtwe saw one every
three monthsor something like that.

Sl You were the first group from the 15th Air Force in Italy

GS Yes Well, there were four groups that wehete two of them came out of Africa and the
449th and 450th that came out of the Staded the ones that came out of Africa didn't last too
long. Theydisbanded them after awhikend the other one that came from the States with us,
they were clobberejist as bad as we were.

TK: Have you talked yet about yoWiener Neustadhission?
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GS Yes no, no,not that one yet

TK: With theMajor.

GS That's the end of the war

TK: Yes, and bw about Ploest You went once to Ploesti.
GS Yes about six timeswe went oveto Ploesti.

TK: Six times.

GS Yes that was one of our major targets there

EB: How long was each missipgenerally?

GS Well, we carried fuel for about eleven houssd most of the missions were designed to be
a little bit less than that.

EB: Did you biing food?
GS No, we didn't have any food
EB: No food.

GS No. é They started making sandwiches for us to take on a missioD@shys "No

good € Y aan't have refrigerationYou can't take sandwies that were made two days ago
and expect to be eating them and coming back without the bellyaoheghatever goes with
stale food So,we had no food on the planethve didn't bring back down on the groungl
Whatwe would do, if you wanted iceeam or something, at twenty thousand,fegh
temperature minus forty or something, veaild mix up a batché t a Wwagermelon up there
and get it frozepany kinds of daiquiris you wantgdith thecrushedice in them and allWe

could have all of tlat stuff Just to cool off a case of beer, run up to twenty thousand feet and
come right back down and it was frozen sokd

EB: What did your uniform look like?

GS We hadé coveralls for flying on missionsYou'd put on a uniformand thenyou'dput on
coveralls on top of it Then,you'd put on a shedmed jackefand maybe you had an electric
suit, that didn't workor you pluggedit] in underneathand temperatures of;el, the lowest
temperature | ever saw was sevettigee below | rémember looking ugin a handbook |
had, that gasolinat seventstwo below was solidifiedor it &€ was useless as gasoline in a
gasoline engine.

TK: It becomes a gel, doesn't it?
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GS Yes it would gel up a little bit & Thecompounds that are in gdme, a couple of them
would filter out a little bifor they'dé freeze up before, and that would take some of the energy
away from some of the other petroleum products they had in theMell, I'm watching the
temperature there anat seventytwo, I'm figuring the engine's going to quit on mmés going to
plug up withthegel or whatever it is, past& So, it went down to severtthree and I'm

looking at it and it didn't move, didn't go down angre and it didn't go up amgore butthe
enginedidn't stop running So, whatever the handbook said about gasoline at seentpelow
was wrong It goes at least to severityree below

SI: What were some of the targetherethey would say, "Were flying here" and everybody
would groar?

TK: Too far.

Sl: The targetshat were too far or too dangeroos the last time you wenyou lost a lot of
men.

GS No, | don't know é they probably were groaning anyholutit didn't do them any good
EB: What was your primary objecti?eWould you sayit wasplants?

GS Trying to win the war [laughter]

EB: | mean, vihat did you typically bomHike, factorie®

GS Yes we always had a target to bomé It was never jusfto] bomb a city You'dread in
the newspaper, you knothat, "In England this suchandsuch a city was bombgdr youd
read the newspaper thetAnd bombers bombed Berlin or Ploesté Theydidn't really tell
you, butweé w o haledeparate buildings we would have to hit when we went to a, tbvn
railroad yard, where theail freight trains were all lined ypvaiting to get outbringing supplies
in or out, and docks on the Danube, wherever they were bringing stuff down the Danube, and
again like Ploestj  Foesti is a series of oil refinerigauch like Lnden, New Jerseyp here
There'smore than one refinery there and more than one storage$anwe would have, oh
AmericanaRomangRomanaAmericanalOil Company and these little spots in Ploe3tou'd
have a little corner of the village wheregtiitle refinery wasstationed, orthen you'd have
where the storage tanks wee

Sl Can you tell us about some of the Ploesti missions you flew?

GS Well, we had some pretty rough flak thedé was heavy and accurate, and it's a long ride

from where we wergback out there and back agaé We never saw any target thereong

before we got ther¢he Germans could see we were coming and they would put their poiske

out, and all you'd hayevhenyoud get thereand youd get to the valleyhere, it's filled with

smog You couldn't tell one end of it fromtheothér j ust t here wasWenot hing
dropped our bombs through the clouds where we thought they were going.té larmlvards
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the end of the warve found out how to gehrough the cloudsith radar and drop bombs more
accuratéy, but in the beginningwe just went there and it looked the same as the réisé of
[valley]. There was all this smoke, so much smoke you couldn't see the ground.

SI: Lateron, you gotthe2X. [Editor's Note: The interviewer misspoke, but was referring to the
H2X radar set, nicknamed the "Mickey" radar set.]

GS é N ater ohwe had radar, which would look through the smoke and you could see it
SI: How did you feel about using tmadar bombing system?

GS Well, it was something neweé It came out new and they gave it tg asd thenthey sent
one or two instructors oveiTheinstructors didn't know anyore about it than we knew and we
were left to figure out for ourselves hawan and we invented our own systems, our own
bombing systemsSo, [as] | say, we threw the Nordehombsightout and did ordinary Greek
geometry to figure dutsome of if butwe had to invent our own systems théoemake them
work. é I'verim irto a navigator from up in Englanfihe Eighth Air Force?land he was
telling us about his systemwhere he combined the Nordeambsightand made some
correctionsonijts o t hat h e [id conjunctionwiheadaré Hehad as many
fallacies n it as the Nordebombsighthad before His systemé i t wo allrightifwaur k
were down below ten thousand fe€ince you got up about five milesr something like thatt
was uselessdutthat's the way it worked.

SI: What altitude would yotypically bomb at?

GS Usually, we were about between twenty to twesty thousand feeté Trying to get up

above twentysix thousand feet with a load of bombs, you'd be putting a strain on theaplne

using up more gas than the extra thousandstesrined to be wortlé Going any lower than

that, their flak was usually more accurate and we'd lose more airSoaffou keep it up as high

as you can without endangering the flighttee plane TheB-24 was a unigue bomber in one

thing; it had whathey calleda Davis wing on itand the Davis wing was a higift wing. It was
designed to carry heavy loadsitnot go too fast At slow speedé you get enough
[that] you could get lift out of the wingnd you've probably segor heardhemtell about the

shape of the wing, how the airflow over the top dbims asuction or something on tog

Well, it doesn't actually form a suction, it just forms less pressure, and this wing was designed to
take advantage of that but, because of ti, it had a few strange characteristi¢slormally], if
you're flying along and é you might .Whent t o
you put the nose down, the air speed picksTieair speed picks up, you get more.li&

Here,youre going along, you put the nose down and the plane would rise up, which is different
from most aircraft, which confused everybody and whims$tthem more, [or] amany, planes

asthey salvaged|t just wasn't designed to fly normallgutit was a googdefficient airplane

when you flew it right.

TK: That must have been tough on landing.
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GS Itwas It was a little bit awkward to land anaon flying, you don't just pull back on the
stick and think it's going to go ug@ You pull back on the stickral it has less liftand sojt
sinks down on you.

TK: AnotherB-24 pilot told me that a principal problem with the Davis wing was that the plane
was not ditchable because of that wirig that tru@ You couldn't ditch &-24.

GS Well, it's going tocome down if you had {dut, like you say, as soon as you pull the nose
up, it comes down belly first, fla® You don't want to do that with it and you don't want to
point the nose dowoo much You get the nose down and it's going to rise ¥pu miss the
airport it's behind you So, it's an awkward airplane to flyé Peoplethat used to fly twewing
airplanes, the old Wacasd World War {type aircraft, it didn't fly right.

EB: Were you religioud

GS Not really.

EB: Did you pray at &P

GS Oh, I didn't have time for it[laughter]

Sl Were there any superstitions associated with flying?

GS Oh,ldontknowé pr obabl vy

EB: Any lucky rabbitsfeef

TK: Were there things that you did before a mission, like put your ttmmylour head or any
odd things, for good luck [laughter]

GS. Didn't have time for it We didn't have time for it.
EB: How longwas it between each mission?

GS Overnight Many times you're going three or four days in a rqwou'd have missions
Then,the weather would close in and ydhave three or four days with no missions.

SI: What would you do on the days without missions?

GS. Well, I'll give you another story for that on&/hen we went to Italyjwhen]we arrived
thereé al | waewhatawabrought with us in the aircrafe had no facilities for

housing or anythingWe didn't have any kitchens, no mess halle had nothing, just what we
brought with us in the airplan& We're there about a month when finally, our ground

forces arrived and they brought some stéff Wi®und out that one thing they brought with us
wassome tents, these pyramidal tents thatAimay's noted for So, we came back from a
mission ancé the story was'We havetents,spe ver y b ody tenBnowaédwgkput a
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them up in a line down hefeand sdorth, and son, find out who wasliving in which tenf and
all that stuff they wanted to d&o,we get over there and start looking for a tent and we find
out, by the time we got back frorhé missiofand] hadachance to get over therd could
borrow a jeep to bring it back to our tent arbare weren't many tents lef6o,we finally went
and found one, took it back to theeatent area, opened it up and found out it had big ketar
the front of it,"l. C.;" "I. C.: Inspected an@€ondemned [laughter]So,we opened it up some
more We found one of the flaps was missjrmpmpletely No flap in the back end therand
the stakes they gave us withat,poles they gave ys/e had nopole, nomain pole and only two
of the end polesr corner poles, and one of them was too short, the other one was tparidng
so, this is what we hadWell, we complained about i Themajorthat was supposed to
supply this and keep track ib for us, he wasn't much helge said, 'Well, that's the best we
can do for yoy' and, well, I didn't get along with that major from then.ode had a buddy, an
Italian friend, abuddy that he made over theaad this buddy was a barbe$o, he wasgoing to
open a squadron barbershdfe gets his barbershop openedamp we find he's got a brand
new tent "What happened to our téhiThat's all he hade saig he can't do anything for U's
Well, anyhow, we took the tent that he gaveauswith the flap missing We scoured the
country there a little hitltaly, in that part of Italythey had a lot of stone fencels was
alongside of aoh, what do they call it, a stonecutter's pfagearry. The quarry would cut up
the whole mountain theravith one quarnafter another In fact, Grottaglie "grotto" is "cave'
and"taglie" means'manufacturetior "Thumanmade” So, here,we had these caves that were
made by humans, aifidcrosslthis whole mountain, and there's a lot of these over theralyp It
that part of ItalyandsouthernSpain too, you'll find them, people living in cave® Some of
them have carved quih, pretty good mansiong, well, not mansionsbutthey're caves with
oh, four or five bedrooms in therand the back part of ihight be for two goats and a couple of
geese é They'dputin rugs in them and kept them fairly clean and they were liv&ie
anyhow we went to the quarry theand bund that they were manufacturing bricks about the
size of a cinderblock, and thegdha standard sizbatthey made these bricks out of, building
bricks é You could buy them or somethingutwe found that most of the old buildingewn
therethat were bombed out had piles of these brigksTheltalians would chip the plaster off
of them and sell them to you at ten cents apieceomething like that, as long as wild haul
them away Sawe took these brick stonggudidn't have to have much mortar on them, in
fact, we had no mortar at firsandjust piled these stones ume right after the othgas long as
t hey wemparabléizesthatit would fit. So,we f i | I[teedireallgdt byghis flap
that was missingWe built a wall thereout of these bricks, and that worked out pretty good
We went to the other the walls and we built them up with bricks, leaving one for the doda
window here and therer something € Then,we came up with a roof for.itWwe had four
walls, no roof so, we've got to make a roofWell, what we made the roof out of, we had
enough, here and theré some boardsutwe didn't have many of them, and the ones we had
were too shortbutthere was also a railrodthat] ran by usand they'deplace some of the rails
that were worn outTheywere cheap iron rail$nstead of steehndthey were half worn out
anyhowand, wherthey replaced thepwell, they just left the rail there alongside of the tracks
So, we went over and picked up these rails and cut themtapieces We had some steel
beams Well, the tracks were origally, | think, about fortyfour feet long So, we'd cut it in

half and we'd havé twentytwo-foot beams, and the pyramidal tent was fourteen fésil,

we could extend j& so thatthe place we were livingvhich was no longer a tent, we called it a
hut or our shack, and this is where we were liyimgtt he r oof, we coul d
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tracks &€ p isefcadroad track, twentjoot long or over twentyfoot, and place two or three

of them oh, this way Oh, we'd have a little bit of slope onetim, and the distance between two
beams there would be maybe seven feetifime found enough wood that was eidbbt long

we wouldtake it Well, you couldn't nail the wood to the stelelitwhat we could dowe'd drill

a hole in the woodndrun someelephone wire through it and tie it on to the beams we éad
Well, over in Italy, everythingé that we ate came in cang/e had lots of tin cans theré

didn't take long before we'd have a big pile of tin caFsey were all grapefruisized cansé
Mashedpotatoes, string beans, peas, corn, everything came in a tin can like that, grapefruit juice
It's about the same siasyour standard grapefruit juice cahthink it was known asnumber

ten can So,we had hundreds of thas®Vell, we taok them and cut the ends out of them and sli
the seam, unrolled them, put them between two planks and ran the truck over top of them,
hammered them a little bit more and wel ladlat piece of tin shingle about, ohl think they

came out about thirteenchesby-sevenanda-half, or something like thatSo,we had hundreds
of those We made them into shingle®Ve didn't have any naildutwe hadchairtlink fence

So, we took a piece of this railroad track and drilled a hole. i®i, youwould take a piece of
thechainlink fence you cut a piece off that was straight, ybpoke it down in this hole, and

you had the curved part on taphere itcame out about a quarter of aninéh Y o cold d

forge that by hammering on it, and we didkethousads of thosgl think. € These ar@ur
shingle nails So,we would shingle these tin cans on the roof there, and we were fairly
comfortable with it Only one problemé wel | , t wo or t;one,aenwer obl e ms
built it, we didn't put enough slepon the roqfit was a little bit too flat ~ Th&other one was

that these tin cans, once you flatten themamatyou put them up on the roof there and the sun
would come out and heat them up a little bit, tliewould rain on them anéd snow on them,

€ they started curving up again on (Well, when theycurved upthey would leak So, we'd

have to replace them every nawd thenand like | say, some of the help | had didn't realize
which way to put the shingles oo, theyd curve up or curve den. So, we had soméhatwent

up and some #twent down but anyhow, for awhile there& we were comfortable with them.

€ Wellleft the squadron for awhile to go study rad#@fhen | got back there, thdajor had
moved into this little shack we byibecause2 wel | , we hWealtoolafromthe or i n i
guarry,é some stones, a lot of ston#sat theyd paved the sidewalks with over theamdthey
were only oh, aboutl guessmaybe fourteetiinchesby-eightinches  Wéhad thousands of
thes stones that were in the wreckage ttaamgwe salvaged them, put them into the flowe

took an oil drum and cut a door iné or asmall oil dum. | think we used abowt  &venty
five-gallon drumé which wouldsit on the floor about so higahndput a door in it, took some
tubing out of a wrecked lItalian aircraft they had treerdput aJerrycan up in the tree, an olive
orchard tregbehind us, ran this tubing we took out of the old Italian aircraft there, some of the
aircraft tubing€ pinchedit together over a needle and had a petcock thdrere you could

turn it on, put it into the stove, turn the petcock, open dngithrew a match inlf it didn't blow

up, we'd have a stove withkowtorchtype flame coming out of @nd he top wouldyet red hot

in a few minutesand thenthe rest of the stove would be waré [For] a chimneywe took

these number ten cans, one on top of the p#mer sewed the edges around them with Mirat

we punched little holes and put the wire throughghteredthem up, one on top of the other

and ran them up through the rpahd we had atack on it to ventilate some of the fume&’hy
nobody ever died at night é sl eeping i,n there
i nstead of ondocarban gnonoxidé or mdthynglon't know It just didn't work

that way Wejust came out a little bit aheadithere but é g vke did find some smadingle
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iron there and welded it into a fraraedwe took oh, the sleeping bags we had amdfill ed
them full of hay that we found in some farmer's hou8® we had mattresses arframe that we
wired up with more German telephone wir&¥e had a special weave that didn't give it much
spring butit was softer than the flooand sowe were livingpretty good there, for awhileé

EB: Thiswas your permanent base that you would come baaekéoevery mission
GS Yes and, yes,rbm the time we got to Italy, we stayed on that one.bése
TK: You were never supplied with any living quartericially.

GS Nothing No, we had no living quarterd hisis what we made ourselves, and everybody
else tried to copy itWe had a little village therdt looked like something on Newark Railroad
Yard during the Depression, all these littlectsg a little garden behind this one and some
flowers growing you know in a windowbox somebody would put oty andothers were
growing carrots é

EB: You said there was a train therid you have a constant supplsourc®

GS No, t hi sstranraeras$heHeel'j[the southern half of the Puglia regioritjwas a
short spur andh, it ran probably into the main towmain village, down toTaranto | think it
ran from there td@arantq and thenout to the coasté

EB: Did you have groblem with suppli€a Did you always hae ammunitionandfood?

GS Oh,yes | don't know if you ever heard of the disaster at BEgditor's Note: Mr.

Skidmore is referring to the accidental release of poison gas during a German bombing raid on
theAllied-held port of Bari, Italy, on December 2, 1943\ell, the disaster at Bari was our
supplies coming in, and they didn't cantgari was é why they had thirtytwo ships, supply

ships, in one little seaport themhere you ouldonly havetwodockgy ou coul dn't é ur
more than one ship at a tinjedo not know]. Sothey parked the rest of them out in line

waiting. The Germans came ovand this ighe secondworst] disaster, second only to Pearl
Harbor Pearl Harbarl think,h a d é p8opl@ illéd Bari had 3,021andthe big thing was,

€ it hada couple of ammunition shipsthesedt he Ger mans cameaover wit!
forceand bombed it and hit the ammunition ships and they blewbpy found out theror

what happened wasdy didn't really find out about, ibuté one of the ships was filled with
mustard gasNow, what wee wedoing with the mustard gas there, duringwas? Thatwas

illegal after World War.l So,we had a supply ship full of mustard ga¥ell, it neve came out

until, I think, about 1971 or so, where it was finally admitted that the ship was full of mustard
gas butwho did they blame the mustard ga® drhe manifeswere all signed by Winston
Churchill. So,whose side was he @rSo,we never thoulgt much of him after thabutthat's

where our supplies wereso, we were skimping as much as we coufthybodyelse that

needed supplies, they were up on the frontline, up near where Tqrfag/as ordnance officer

in the 34th Infantry Division]andwe couldn't scare anything out of thewent over to Africa,
tried to get s ome. Veell pigehhowershadéa supplytbase thereEngCaif t

or just outside of CairoHe had that filled with supplieg case the Germans ever started
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marchng back dowritheBoot" in Italy, or in case thejthe Allies] decided to start another front
coming in through Greeand upto getahold of Ploesti first, and that seemed to be a logical
plan for them So,we had missions where we were supposedéth, we bombed Ploesti
enough but[to strike]where the supplies would come in and wherave'd have to make a
landing if we were going to come up through Greask would bomb the routes up through
there, where the Germans had supplies coming downpatwdonvince the Germans we had a
plan to come up through Greece §open]another front there in Europehiché Hitler

couldn't handle He had enoughwvith comingin across the Rhine and coming up through Jtaly
over in Russia So, aayhow, | forgot what your question was all about now.

EB: | had asked you about supplies

GS Oh,yes, suppliesWell, that's what happened to our suppli¥ée just didn't have them
é

SI: Did you ever fly any missions that had more tad@ectly with what washappeningn the
frontlines?

GS Well, yes we flew missionsyou know the Army at Casino was stalemated ther&he

Germans were up in the hillguarding the pass, and you couldn't get anywhere unless you went
through the passnd sowe bombed Onethingwe hagé we got i n there one
mission,andwe looked to see where the mission whsvas over on thevest coasbf Italy, and

what are we bombirggmountain "What's the mountain going to do forAisind[the briefing

officers said] "Well, it's just a hill We want you to hit this hill So,we hit the hil| and then,

we find out afterwardsthat it was fairly successfuMWhatwe did waswe blocked the roady

knocking the mountain down on top of the road, and there was ndatathé Germans could

bring their men from Anzigcor from Casino, rather, up to Anzio, because the main highway was
blocked Thecoastal highwaye t he mount ai n andthemad dighwaylaghmk t hat |,
it wasHighway 5or something theré

TK: Seven.

GS Seven, okay| knew it wasé something like that That highway wasagain blocked As

long asé  woeuld get airplanes over, itve could bomb that and keep them from movihgt
directly, yes, we had almost everythiridf] w e had a missig, they gave us an explanation for

it. Whetherit was valid or nat[l do not know] Like | say € we had the one mission there to
Bucharest é Hhe raibboad at Bucharest, because the Germans are moving supplies down
there What are the Germans dgirmoving supplies down to Buchargskcept unless they

expect us to come in through Greece, you kneith another fror? So,we went over and

bombed Buchares& We hit the thing and it was a very successful missi@mtause weather
was bad i@atianmwas tongh up there inthe hills,youknéw goi ng t hrough t
cloudsin thereand hitting a railroad thered T hsaig "We really destroyed it They're not

going to be bringing supplies dowmrdughBucharest anymorénto Greece.

TK: Youweren't in on the bombing of Monte Gem, were you?
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GS No, é we didn't bomb that oneOur neighbor outfit bombed. itWe bombed the highways
outside of it é

TK: | watched the planes come over.

GS Yes, but ve never bombed Gsino itself We were always bombing the highway out there
but, getting back to Bucharest there, what it was, they said it was such a good mission, you
know, é hitting the targets and destroying it completely, that they decided Skadmore you

€ haven't got any medalet we're goingo give youa DFC [Distinguished Flying Cross] for
this one" So,l get the DFCand thenby the time | got it, we found out more about what
happened at Bucharedt seems thates, the Germans were moving trains and trainloads down
through Bucharestlown towards Greece, ameé [thought], "Ifthat's what they were figuring

on, you know the way it was explained to us, it looks like they're going to come down through
Greece and stop us from coming up to take Pl8estd sdorth. So, that's what the mission

was butthenwe f i nd out that é t hat atvthesmmssian finallya t
€ developed into What was moving down through Bucharest was a couple of trainloads of
refugees and POWSs and we knocked themamnd why they were coming down through there
with it, [| do not know] é Theirprison camps were getting pretty well filled up and the Greeks
were someplace down theréheydecided they'd move them down there and we came over
Fromtwenty thousand fegyou can't tell who's on the traom what's not on the train It €

seems thag early in the morningwhen we showed up on the horizon there, | guess ntapbe
o'clock in the morning or something, and let our bombs gerdtfteen, € about oh, nine

o'clock in the morning, we were crossing the coast there, over Yugqslamang across

heading for BucharestSo, they sound off their air raid sirens and people that were on these
trains[got] off the train [went] into the woods So,they chased theml off the train into the
woods see About noon no air raid showed up, we didn't show up, we were still quite a ways
away thereand they [said],Okay, you can get back on the train agaiwvell, they got back on
the trainandfound all their baggge had been pilferedso,about noon, air raid sirens §uff]

again "Oh, no, we're not leaving our stuff on the traivhere it can be pilfered againSo, that's
when we came over, and we didn't know where they were or who theyandree were told

that they were German troops that were being transfetrechsa bunch of POWsSo,| gave
them back the medal and said, "I don't want a medal for thi$ awme oh, they insisted | have,it
butl very seldom wear the extra medadcause it'e

TK: Do youhave any idea how many people were lost in that raid?
GS | used to knowbutl don't know what it is now.
SI: How did you feel after that?

GS Not too good € Fromthere onwe didn't trust intelligence too mugokither So,we didn't
trust intelligence, we didn't trust our majare didn't trust anybody{laughter]

SI: Were there other cases where you got reports of thedf@itibg into the wrong area?
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GS No, I don't think too manyWe had some where they missed the tardeitsas far as doing
damaged anything elsg[l do not think too manylandlI think that the onethaté used to cost

us this, I don't knowvhether [it is true]we had a couple of bombardiers that would miss the

target on purposee Ifact, | was very suspious of two of them | knewThey never came

within ten, twelve miles of the target before they would drop their bombs and head fordome
You'dget up near the targetithin tenmiles of the target, and ytlusee some flak up ahead,

five or eight mies aheagto turn around and go homear drop your bombs, turn around and go

home, | thought they should have been strung up andlslitote never did get anyplace with

that There was enough problems with us without creatiegifor everybody elseBut, we did

have two bombar di er s tmbmauchodestifytagawnwsbthemdnmcourt h av e
martial because | was sure that they were just eltfi@k happy [or] just afraid of flak They

had us go off on a missipand thendrop thebomp ¢é when t hey knew we're
a chance of hitting anything

EB: Did you have much interaction with the Italian people, the vilstye

GS No, they keptto themselves, pretty much to themselvés Well, the part of Italy we were

in, [it] was down in Southern Italy, was not the ideal spot or tourist gpotThe way t he pe
were living, they were living in caves and the systems they had hadn't changed for two thousand
years They weren't very industrious arab far as getting to knofthem] or [do] anything with

them not really We went to a couple of the concerts they pytwdrch some of it was good

music and some of it wasntremembeigoing to the opera and | guess half the actors had flu or

cold or somethingYou could hearthem all through the performanc&herewas more coughs

coming from off the stage thdherewas in the auditorium, andith everybody coughing on the

stage, it wasnavery good opera that we went to.

TK: Your squadron developed some interestingtspo

GS Which ones are they?

TK: When | visited you down theré, somebody asked me if | wanted to fox hunting,
somebody in your squadromsaid, "Surel'd love to go fox hunting Fox hunting 15th Air

Force styleyou get ahreequarterton weapon carrier and a carbine and you go roaring across
the field Now, this truck is bouncing up and down and you scare out a fox and you see the fox
and you chase the fox and you're sitting there with a catioyieg to shoot that fox| hit one,

purely by accident.

GS Really? We had one | don't know whether it was the one you hit or not.

TK: And your man cut off the tail and awarded it to me.

GS. Yes Well, we had the fox tail on our jeep antentize only jeep that | remember that had a
geruine fox tail on the antenna

SI: Were there other things that you did for recreation?
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GS Oh, I don't know, not that much, not that involved anything simMge went fishing once
or twice, and we were near a beadle'dgo swimming in the summeme, if we didn't have a
mission to fly butthey'd keep us pretty busy with everything ghsesidegyetting our own food
because the supplies weren't coming throughwWeédid hunt wild boar, had a-B5 we flew
over the swamps there, over in the othée f"theBoot," and fired at a wild boar, thewent
after it with a truck, you knowAfter we hit it, we brought it back and had some pork chops
They were kind of gameyoo.

EB: Were you writing letters home?
GS Yes,we wrote every now andhen
EB: Was your family sending you anything?

GS Yes, we'd get something from somebody in the faneNery nowand thenfoo. | don't
know, é | won't say we got it dailyé At least averaging more than once a week, somebody
from home would wr# to us

SI: Do you remember any cases of sabotage around the base?

GS Yes é We had one, a German airplane we shot
of the field thereé S 0 me o rdpprted a German pilot theaed thenywe were out
looking for him, oron our ownreally. € Wweren't really looking for himbutwe were just
going out to see what's going on in this countryside there, maybe buy some food or get
something we @uld eat and we heard about him, thidie German pilot was ithe area So,
somebody caught up to him one time and he tried to escape and he was shot right &ay
then we figured we're going with hirfthe threat died with him?put then come to find out he
had some friends down there in ltalyo, and thg were planning on sabotaging our aircraft
fact, somebody had a grenade fastened in one of the plaitlesn altitude attachment to it, so
thatif it got to ten thousand feet, the thing would go &ffell, we discovered it befotee got up
to ten housand feet, and that it was placed by some of the Italians bloévehere it came from
was from the German pilot that was shot dov8w,that'sthe main sabotageNo, | don't know
of anything too much else

TK: Tell about theMajor and youWiener Neustadmission

GS Well, okay, this one | wasn't going to tell you too much abphtitas long as I'm gointp
be able to strike half of it out after | finishét

TK: You oould also embargo jif you wish.

GS. Yes No, we hadthe Major tha | wasn't doing too good withHe didn't give us supplies
and what he did gehe had first choice of whatever we broughtonsomething like thaté

One of the main things wase had a crew that was pretty well shot up awéfugoslavia é |
think he had two engines ou$o, he was going to try and make it across the Adriatic on two
engines Inérder to do thathe had told the crew that a&s going to try and make it across
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the ocean, across the Adriatic Sea, back to.ItHky said, "If wecan even make to the beach
we'll crash on the beaclWe'rebetter off tharfiff we go down here in Yugoslavibecause we
don't know whose side these guys ar¢ and ®, allright ¢ he says, "I want
anything that we don't need fastdraown, undo it and throw it overboarbow, we don't need
the bombsight anymoréherés thirty-two pounds Getrid of that Everybodyhas a flak suit
Youve got thirty-five pounds, ten flak suitshat's350pounds Getrid of it. € The machine
guns, the waist guns, we're not going to meet any fighters over the. dost&sundo the
machine guns and throw them overboarftiat'sanother three hundred pouridgou know So,
we're unloading everything that we cén,or they werel wasn't on this pe Theyunloadit all
and he finally gets it across the Adriatic and lands on the beach there.irSbagverybody
thought he did a good job, made a good deciswe got the plane back and everythinghe
machine guns, they were easy to get regglad he bombsightwe had plenty of bombsights
around by that timethat weren't usedand ve can get therm there, whatever else he negasu
know, theseats for the waist gunners to sit difakethe seats out and Igtem stand up for
awhile" you know, and anything youotld rip out

EB: This continues an interview with George Bernard Skidmore on Friday, Apinil B/New
Brunswick, New Jersey.

GS Okay, I'm back again € Now, what was | talking abou#yiener Neusta®
SI: This other crew was throwing all of their stuff out.

GS They threw it all ouand,when they came bacthe pilot was given a medal for saving the
crew and the shjand soforth, and everybody thought it wadl right. The only thing was that
they had the airplane and they could get machine guns and things batkitwhat they didn't
have were some flak suits, becauseelhest weren't any availahlé practicaly no flak suits
"So, what do we d@ We're going to have to share flak suits with somebodyéel$er] pull

lots you know and find out who gets a flak suit and who dogsn'tvha?®' ¢ Thi s maj or

up and said'Well, they threw them overboard hat'stheir fault They'll have to fly without a
flak suit” Well, in the beginning of the wawe didn't have flak suits0,some of us were used
to flying without flak suits butthese were new crews and tlidyrought flaks suits with them
when theycame overbutthey didn't have any ngwecause they threw them awe§o,

anyhow we got another new crejthat] came in and they had brandw flak suits € | went to
them and asked them where they got the flak suits, faothe says, Oh, down at wirg
headquartersTheyve got whole truckloads of them down theréWell, why the devil can't we
get flak suits for these guys "l don't know" he says, "Th&lajor didn't apply for theni or
something So,anyhow oh, | was running radar at the tim&aq, I'd studied for radar andnless

y O
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we had bad weathdrdidn't fly onaradar missioné When we hadvhdrewal weat he

were soaked irlike this morning was, where it's thundgorming, that's good flying weather for

me [laughter]That'sthe wa they would[assign me]but anyhowé when we found t h
none and | found out that they had them dowwiag headquarters, | borrowed a jeep aad
down towing headquartetrsé  Af t er | fini shed studying radar

have a nicesunny day, | could go fishing or swimmings long as | wasn't assigned a mission,
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what did theyneed me fd? So, theMajor, he decided'Well, we have a jobSkidmore, you are
now a temporary chaplain We have a chaplain who would comewnd once a montlout
some of the guys were complaining abibufThey want[a full-time chaplain] He says, "Well,
Skidmore, you're not doing anythihgrou are now temporary chaplairso,Sunday comed
want you to have a service fillem” "Okay, you know,all right, I'll do that" Well, he had a
couple of other jobs for meOne was personal equipmetie was having a problem
Somebodyame and said, "Hewpur parachutes haven't been repacked for two years réach
parachute is supposed te bpened every six montlendthen,signed off by the parachute
packer "Skidmore, | want you to find out that these parachutes are all checkéd satd, "I
can't do that "You're going to have to do.it | sad, "Well, it's a fourman job and welon't
have any facilities for parachute repackiyhere do you dry them cutThey'resupposed to
hang froma ceiling for twentyfour hoursto air out and dry outTherubber bands that hia
been in them for two years are no goddhey'regoing to hae to be replaced | said, "I don't
have people or men for that"That's your problemYou'rein charge of personal equipmént
Okay, he wrote up orders and said | was in charge of personal equipWeiit being in charge
of personal equipment, thaas flak suits "Okay, sqI'll run down to headquarters and see what
| can do" So,l went down to headquartetsld them we needed some flak suitSeethe
sergeant over thefe He says, "How many do you wait | said, 'Well, | want abouta hunded
but I'll settle for fifteen" "Okay," he says, Backyour jeep up over hefeand he puts fifteen flak
suits in the back of the jeef®o,| drive back home, found the crew without flak suits, sdide
got something for youHerearethe flak suis." "Wow, good" Well, it soon got around that
Ski dmor e € guitsfor tsesemeys, Anld soknebody went toNtsgor and said, "I see
here we got new flak suitdHow come you couldn't get théthand, oh, boy, [the] Major wanted
to know where pot the flak suits from| sad, "I got them oubf [headquarters]l didn't steal
them" | sad, "l signed for themyou know" He says, Well, don't you ever do anything like
that agairl' "Like what?" He says, "You don't go over the head of anyhbdyoutranks you'
"Who did | go over the head ®df He said, "You know very well that if | had knowhere were
flak suits there, | could have gotten them and got the crBidiv, this words gptten around that
you got the flak suit$ and he says, "Rat's not the way we do things in this ouitfit got bawled
out good you know for getting flak suits fronfheadquarters]Well, from then onl began to
decide that this guy was@guy that | was happy withwell, anyhow whatTom wants me to
tell you about now i&Viener Neustadté Well, we're getting near the end of the wélvhat's
his name had crossed the Rhine and was heading for Berlin

SI: Patton?

GS Patton, yesandthe Russians were chasing the Germans out of Russia a little Wwas he
winter that was tough on the Americans and Gesaadeverything It was tough on the
Russianstoo, but, anyhow,all right, we'regetting theren, | guessabout around April of '45,

and Hitletré he' s t r yi nlpcatse he&rewew doBgere well that if Berlin fell,
the war was overWell, one way he could save it, the way they pictured it, he had started
building some new tanks, which were modeled after the Russian tah&g wergeoh, | don't
know what all they would ddoutthese new German tanks were fantastic, the new Eagle tank
€ Thelittle ones, what wrethe ones that Patton had tReHeh a d é

Sl: Shermans?
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GS Shermanyes, his Shermatanks, and onlyhefact that he had so many of them was what
was saving himbut, as far as being a match for the Russian tanks or the GdmailaRussian
copiesé well, they were no matchThe Germans, with these new tanksuld really walk all
over Patton He wouldn't move another five feet onceéhean up against thes&o, Hitler was
convinced to get some of these tanks off the Russian front and put them in front of Patton,
between Patton and Berlitso,he moves them in there and the only way he can move[tesgm
theyre too heavy to be rming on the highways andlabut to move themhe has to put them
oné freight cars So, he got thesédon't know how many battalionthough,they had or how
many tanks he had ihanymore buthe had quite a few of these Eagle tanlkat were far
superior to these AbraniShermans] é His generals finally convinced him to pull these tanks
off the Russian front and put them between Patton and B&eil, like | say the only way he
could move them was by railroadso, he's moving them out and he's gotten themmy, | don't
know what the date was anymore | think it was in April of '45 He had some of these tanks
moved out of the Russian front, loaded on flat cars and was moving them to get in front of
Patton Hedgot as far as Vi enna ahmahtheoughé ldoul dn' t n
wanted to move them, he could only move them at nightiwvhen the planes weren't after him
and he had to be careful to keep them camouflaged and hidden in the daytime Snchall

was having his problemsSo,they decided"Well, we've got to stop him befohedoes get

them in front of Pattofi andit was raining like this morning, just like this mornjg  eeal

front coming throughand the front was all the way from lItaly there right up through, almost
through Berlin, you know  Togyet to them, they figuredWell, we can't fly a formation up
there A formation € [when]you go through storms like that, you can't see fifty feet in front of
you. You'regoing to take planes and put them in a formation and expect thstawtfifty feet
apar?P" and sq they decided'The only thing that we can do,ia single aircraft can go up there
€ If wecanget a couple o two-thousanebound bombs on the railroad tracks up there, to
hold them up another day, theve can get sity or seventy aircraft to go after thebut in
weather likethise you' | | b eandetwelaiycraft throughdt $o, anyhowé
somebody said'Well, Skidmore can get a plane througHe's shown us before that he can see
through the cloudsral figure out where the targets ateet'sget a hold of him' So,they call
meon itand we saidgé " Ggquadron doesn't have any radar aircraf¥hat has happened to
it is, & originally, they sent us six radar ships, or pathfinder ships, whatesewidmted to call
them é Well, like | say,you couldn't fly them in formatigrbuta single ship might get through
and drop a couple of twihousanepound bombs on the railroad yast that no trains are going
to come through for two or three days "B that time [if the] weather clears up, we can get
the rest of théir Forceup there' So,| said, 'Well, all right, give me a crewand[one] that
knows what radar is abqu@nd[letus]s ee i f ¢é we .dlewmnlyghing weiwcandd her e
is try it." So,all right, we get udour o'clock in the morning anjlve are]briefed on where the
target is € Nextstop down the line wa#/iener Neustadta little town outside of Viennand
that's where some of the railroads were held up thiere S 0 m e Had dtopped a couple of
little bombs there before and they were waiting to go off and we had hand grenades or
something [Editor's Note: Mr. Skidmore may be referring to antipersoonelusterbombs, in
which bundles of small explosivegere dropped intenemy concentrationsljdon't know what
all it was butthe trains were stopped outside of Vieah&Viener Neustadté Okay, we'll see

if we can go find it, you know | get up there, we get to the target and it's overéast | have t o
drop the borhbs through the overcast gradter | dropped them turned the plane around, or
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had them turn the plane arouehdgo back over the targeé ~ Weould see black smoke

coming up through the cloud$o, black smoke at ten thousand feet meant sometitng

there was burning, and blgakly smoke[meant]we must have hit somethifigarrying] oil. é
Thesetrains that were hauling it, each one had a tank car that was carrying fuel for the tanks, and
some of them just had tanks on them that weadry fuel], andwe had tracks there thaeve to

be blown up and everythingothat here we arel dropped the bombs through there and

checked the target out and came back home and reported that we'd had a pretty goad mission
Well, we get back on the grouné Oh, wait a minutel'm a little bit ahead of myself there

yes We're leaving the targetNow, I've had my eyes glued on the radar scope for abopdtoh
least forty minutes before we got to the target, picking it up as far away as | could, kesmgkng

of which way wé&e going[in] on it. So, my eyes are pretty well glued in that machige

Finally, we're leaving the target agafor the second timendl look at them and sayWell,

okay;, let's go back over the target and seetmoke agaii "We can do that,and thenlet's

see, where am | figurigOh, yeswhen | take my eyes off the radar scopefrom where | sat

the radar was on the flight deck, with my back towards the pilot, and I had it on a desk in front of
me ¢ Af t e rmy eyaskoff thegscope a minute, you know, and rubbing,tbenause it's [a
case where | was] blurrgyed from staring at that scope going around in a circle for two or three
hours thereé | happened to look ug the turret and there's nobody in theetirné | was

called my status on the plane wéadlickey." Thatwas my, | don't knowvhethernt was a
codename or whabutl was a'Mickey" operatoythe one that ran theMickey Mousé

contraption So,[l said], "Mickey to Pilot." "Go ahead' | said,"Do youknowthat the top

turrets unmanne®’ "What do you med?' | sad, "There's nobody in the top turret'Oh,

where did he g&' We had a togurret you know had a man in the turret when we Jéfuit

now, where is h@ "l don't know" he says "Well, I'll have to send somebody back to get Him

you know About that timethe Nose Gunnecalls out,"Bogey, twelveo'clock high, right in

front of us" | look up over his shoulder, over tl®-Pilot'sshoulderor the Pilots shoulder
Straightahead | see four little dots up therabout maybe two miles ahead, and we know that
they're bogeys because there's one theagn though you can only see a,doé German aircraft
had flat windshields and Americange had curvedPlexiglas windshielsland all Germans had

a flaté piece of heavy glass there in the framd that would reflect sunligid i f t he angl
was right So,if you look up two miles in front of you and you see a flashing light of sunlight,
you see a bright flashf light up there, you know what it is is sun off the windshield of a bogey
coming in So,theNose Gunnehad calledhis off, that there were four German aircraft up

there heading right for usWell, by the time he tells me this and | look out over his should#r an
can se¢hem, "Zoom," they're going by You know, you've got a closing rate of about six

hundred miles an hour ther8o,they go by fast You don't really have time to see them &

The Nose Gunnehe lets go a blasand thewaistgunners| could e them, they're letting go

on them TheBall-Turret he picked one ygou know, and hefiring at it. We have no top

turret € "Cripes,you know where is thafguy]?" Well, about that time, the second one comes
through and he's coming through afhambam" é we anhear his shells hitting u® |

can see the shells from our nose gunner, thes fiooh our nose turret, bouncing off the belly of
this plane as it went by, and thail Gunnercalls through and say4t's hit He'sgoing down in
flames; €  doth of them, I think, two of themvere going down in flamesto the clouds

The next turn[we were] waiting for, he turns off before he gets towithin range, and the

fourth one follows himout of range He turns awaybutwhere waur topturretgunnef

Well, in the meantimgduring] this"whamban' stuff, | feel a blasta big blastof cold air and |

76



look upandthe windshield is goneé Ifrant of the Pilot no windshield there at alt's been

shot out The Co-Pilot, he'sholding his gloved hand up over his face and he's full of blbod

don't know wiatit is, from his hand or his face or whaso,|I'm looking at him and | look ahe

Pilot, to see what he's doindHe'sjust staring straight ahead, and | call him andraskif he

wasall right. | don't get any answer from hiniHe just stares straight aheadell, his eyes are

hidden a little bit underneath his helm&ob, | walk up,reach up and lift up his helmet and | look
underneath his helmet there and he's gotiaa hakinchorsoci r cl e of bl ood €& ri
forehead | move him and shake him a little piite's not moving, and it's easy to tell that he's

dead He'sgone completely| look at the back of his headHe'sgot a threench hole in the

back d his head, where the exit waSqo, | call theBombardiemnd ask him if he &
some help up here on the flight dedksaid, "Weve got problems up heyeand, about that timg

theWaist Gunnecalls and says, "Number three enggngiving smée.” é | called himand

said, "Okay, we'll see what we can do abgttandl'm reaching ovethe Pilotto feather the

number three engine, and | featherthbat | nNno sooner get Bdmbader f eat he
shows upl think, andl ask him how muie pilot training he's had'None" he shakes his head,

"no pilot training” Well, | had had about an heanda-half of pilot training too. The way we

got it was é the first squadron commander we had, this is when we were back in the States, he
wantedall officers on the plane to at least know enough how to fly the airplane to make an

emergency landingSo,that sounded like a good ide&o,all of the officers on the crew were

taken up and given training enougHdo that] We shot three or fouraindingsandthat's about

all the training we hadé Thatswhatl had | could make three or four landings, couldn't

remember all the power settings grbititthey weren't that critical figured. Air speed was the

critical thing but anyhow | finally getthe PilotfBombardie} up on the flight deck with me and

aslkedhim if he can give me a hand liftirlge Pilotout of his seatSo,I'm trying to lift the Pilot

out,andhe was heavier than | was, quite a bit, because | was adkitay thing,about 128

pounds or, no,l guess | was down lower than thatwas 128 when | got drafted and | was 123

when | came oyt couple of weeks lateanyhow € He must have,18ehesn at | ¢
pilot that was deadSo,between me anthe Pilot{Bombardiet, we're trying to get him out of

the seat.

TK: You and theBombardier

GS Or me and th8ombardieyr we'retrying to getthe Pilotout of the seatThen | took the

Pilot's parachute, opened that up, amith my knife that | carried cutiti nt o s omfer st r i ps
theBombardierto patch up th€o-Pilot'sface where he had a whole face full of fronds
[shards?]fronds from the window  Otéerwisethat was the only thing that he haaitthere

was more blood than anything else théexaus a lot of glass was in the cheek and in the eye
and sdorth, or Plexiglasit was Well, anyhow é thenumber three engine was on fire and
smoking angdsure enougha b o ut & thittywsecantdsylatethe Waist[Gunnet is calling

me and telling mehtat therés flame in that engine, it's not only smoke | l@ok out and | could

see flame thereé Thiswas a new aircraft and one thing tlteyut on theB-24s, thatwasn't

asked forand really didn't work out too goptheydp ut a € friextriguishey Systeenm o0
[in]. Theyhad a couple of tanks of GOI don't know what the pressure on them wasit was
high-pressure C@) and if that was released, if you had a fire in the engine, most of theitime
woul d come ar oun dtheffiedines that lbduntoeht carburetoembroken

So there, ohwe're trying to salvage.itWhatthey did they put[in] a fire extinguisher and a big
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tank of CQ, a couple of big tanks of GOand little switchesyou wuld flip them on and off

So,if number three engine was on fire, you'd throw the switch on number three and a big cloud
of CO,, frozenor dry ice would engulf the whole engineé After | pulledthe lever on that one
well, oh,what we did¢ if anybody hit one of these tanksith three thousanfpounds of]

pressure in thepwith a machine gun bullet or something, the whole tank would blow up and
instead of having a little bullétole, you'd have a hole about four foot in diameter wherever the
thing hit So, usually, when weog an aircraft from the States, we had to modify it to suit our
own needs é Waéll, one of the things we removed was the fire extinguisher systehanother
thing we removed was, or we did, we took the windfmus]. You couldn't segout] the

windows because you couldn't stick your head out to look do®m they put bubble windows

in, and [with] those you ould stick your head out in the bubble and see right down under the
plane é Theychanged thé prop governors Theychanged those adhem Thatwas

something new that camemf t er we €é had t h,aendprylowwediddel i ver e
little things like that whenever we got ¥Vell, here we araup there nowandl'm wondering if

this fire extinguisher system was even connectedeupl he only thing | can do is punch.itSo,

| punch it in and a big cloud of smoke comes andMagst Gunnergain reports, "The whole
engine blew ug andhe says, "It's all full of white smoKel said, 'Well, that's a good sigr

think" € | s a i'sdqt smbKe Rhatsdry ice” | said, "That fire is out now "Oh," he

said, Wwell, yes it looks like it's out, no smoke coming out af itSo,there's something else that
didn't work on the airplaneé | wa s {we folind thag theypombs dsodidn't work

too. So,heregthiswas one thatdidn'twork because we werbecalsgfa ky it
hadn't workedwe'd have been burned up theB8n,anyhow we finally get back to the base

there Wec o me i n olrcandind wizedtzerfield is, and it's raining like it was here this
morning, like magdthere So, I'm trying to remember what the power settings were for landing.

EB: Was theCo-Pilot helping at all?

GS é He couldn't, andéawasn't much of a epilot. | find out, later on that he was a full
colonel Hetook the job of cepilot on a plane becausa order to get his flight pay, he has to
fly at least one a month theré S fwe picks a singkengine plan€ or something where he
can get credit for somethinguthe decided he was going to-pibot, and | find out he didn't

know anymore about cgiloting than | knew about pilotingHe was practically no help at all,
especially with his face all full of blood and holdiég he parachute padding we had up there

€ Theonly thing we ould get with him is | couldget theBombardierto help him out of the

seat and told thBombardier"Geté [ hoautnof the seat andf you see th&op Gunnersend
theTop Gunneup here againWe may need hini and sq they tookthe Co-Pilot out, put him
down in the bomb bay, wher@ case he had to get out of there in a hurry, all he had [iwaiy),
you know you @uld shove him out the door and hold on to his ripcord and he's floating down
[to] the ground, was about the bes would do for himbuthe couldn't see muctvith one side

of his facginjured]. He had one eye that was half closed, the other one was completely. closed
€ A n y,lwerescoming in for a landing nowVe'recoming in and I'm trying to remember

e

TK: What about your singing gunrier

GS. The singing what?
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TK: Singing gunner
GS Oh, the missing gun?
TK: No, the one whose foot was shot.

GS Oh,yes, yesthat's right Yes we did € Inthe back of the plange had one of the
gunners and #Tail Gunnercalls in and saysWell, we got rid of him [a German fighterjpu

know. He'sgoingdowninsmokée é | f orgot which one of the wai
sai d, € " Th ghe shotany foa 6ff aad [l askdd]{What do you man he shot
your foot off?" Well, the[other]gunnet el | s me, " Yhesdoots compketelgshot s, €

off." &€ [shid, Well, can you get a tourniquet around it or sometRingi¥es;' he's putting
thefirst aid on him é Hewas taken care of ité back of the plane anap in the frontwe had
the Co-Pilot. We got him downsitting in thebay,in thebomb bay thereThePilot, we had him

€ aling on the floor up ther@n the flight deckand I'm coming in over the field there and |
don'tseelte groundl get down to six hundr e drokeewtjust € bef
over, oh,about three miles from the airfield ther®&/e crossed over the airfield turned south

on itand sw the smoke frorthe smokestacks and figured out which whg wind was blowing
and figured"All right, we'll bring it in, head to the north this tithd think we took off to the
south but now, the wind had changed a biVe'recoming in from the northbutit was raining

like mad and the water is pouringthrough the open windshielé T temperature of that
water felt like it was about minus forrx, coming in there with that air blast on Bomeof it, |
know, was frozen € Fortunately] had a pair of goggles and a helmet and | had a pair of
gogyles that had[that] covered up half my facendthe other half was covered with the oxygen
mask.

TK: What was your gunner singing?

GS Oh,that guy with his foat Yes,they gave him ahot, or acouple of shotsof morphine
because we all had ittle package here that had morphine in it, and that's the othey éhing
morphine story We had an inspection one timA general came through and he wanted to
make an inspection and he found out fsamething was amissHe looked at some of the it
aid kits, and | don't know whether he wdesdical [Corpslor what he washuthesaw it and he
takes thidirst aid kit and rips it off the parachute harness and looks at it, opensét upH e
finds the morphine syrette was brokeo,he says, "lwan every € one of theseé
packs opened and inspectddion't want to come in here and find morphine not available to
anybody" "Well, what are we going to @ "Well," he says, "I'll take care of thatSo,about a
month laterapackage arrive for me from ColonelSo-andSo, Medical Department,
something We open it up and it had about a thousand morphine syréttes, what am | going
to do with a thousand morphine syretdsvent to theFlight Surgeonour flight surgeon He
says, Well, I'll take about ten from yquutl don't think | want anynore You'dbetter get rid
of the rest of them before you get locked up with.th&o, | decided,"Well, all right, what am |
going to d& I'll save two for me, two for you, two for yourha'sall, and I'm not giving any
more away I'm just going to get rid of therh So,under the floor of our tent theredug a little
hole, put them in a little, like a cigar hdull of them, buried them thereDh, what was itfifty
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years agdlater] that | went back over thePeé Whereour tent was, they'd already part eight

lane superhighway through theesdso, underneath that superhighway was where my morphine
was  Anghow, it could have beefthat | could havehad a fortune if'tl have savaged that

and sold that Anyhow, now, where was | o0&

TK: The gunner

GS Yes, we gave him a shot of morphithere,a couple of shotsl think we gave him two

shots or spandhe's sitting theresinging, "I'm tired and | want to go horhglaughter]So,

anyhow, € |I'"m coming in on the | anding strip
the south Again when | got down there soythbout six miles, turned it back around nofth,

was able to pick up the runway at abatialf-mile away and the ceiling was about six hundred

feet I'm down about five hundred feet and coming in, picked the runway out and made a pretty

good landingbutI'm coming in too fasté " Hdaowslow this thing dowP" "You can't slow
it down anymore" If | put the flaps downyou know andtry to climbit to slow itdowné i t ' s
not goingto do it with that wing working backward€ | wasn't sur,buttlwhat |

figured, "Well, I'm going to get this thing on the grouniliaybeif we crash on itwell crash

and burn upbutwe're not going to stay up here much lontyér Wefinally set it down | feel
the wheels touch down and we're headintpe right directionbutwe're going too fasté |

look up ahead and | can tell that we're more the@lfway down the runway and this thing is still
barreling like anything down the runwago, | had th&ombardiersitting over there in the eo
pilot's seat now and] asked him if he @uld help me with the braked said, "Got any brakés

He says, "N brakesthese brakes, no, no brakesndyoutouched the brakes and the plane
would slide sideways"No, don't do thatdon't touch the brakésLet it slow down if you can,
you know Pull full flaps and everythingThatwould slow it down butdorit try to get going

too fast It'sjust going to slide sideways and y@surely going to crash therso,we're about
threequarters of the way down the runway when what hagpénsdNe run into this big puddle
that we had trouble with ahetakeoff and it was just like putting the brakes.oh just plowed
into that puddle, sprayjo wi ng out all over the place, and 1t
walk. [laughter]So,everybody thought | did a real good jdiutit was a lot of luck So,

anyhow, thenext thing we had was, we were in there and we fire off a couple of red flares, a
signal for an ambulance after landin§ you need an ambulanogou fire two red flaresWe

fired the red flaresNobodydid anything fired a couple moreTheflares went up into the
clouds at six hundred feeNobodysaw them above that and they weren't watching for them
"Well, where is anybod¥ Somebody must have seen us comin§ We're waiting there and
waiting, tryingto get them done, and I'm trying to fitty log in what happened when and

where é Well, we still had théelTop-Turret Gunner.é Hes wor e, "wWeetoldép we
thereandon the bombruré wher e there's é no problem,of a f
e with all ®heucduldleake tha topturretdhen and get everything else you

need[to do]done" 1 said, "l don't know who gave you those instructjphsaid, 'but, when
you fly with me and you'ré f | the topdurret, you keep that thing manned until after the
engines ee cut dowr' | said, "Youdon't leave your post just like thatwell, he was sorry
about it buthe said, "That's what they taught us in gunnery schoaaid, 'Well, we're going
to change gunnery schodlthat's what they're sending,igou know becausé was really
peeved about thag Whatthe devilwere wehaving a turret for if nobody going to sit ther2
and,if he'd have been in the turretve probably wouldn't have had as much trouble with the
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fighters that we hadSo,anyhow we're fring theflares up there in the cloudsothing happen

€ Somebodyhad a .45 Usually, we didn't carry our hamgins with us We found that they

were useless until you got on the ground,&ngbu gotontheground®@ i f you wer e capg
with a handguo on you, the Germans claimed thadcording tdthe] Geneva Conference

[Convention] or whatever it was, you can be shot on sight if you've got a han@&panyhow

all right, again we're trying to attract attentioré 1 finally told theNose Gunnerl said, "You

think you can fire a short burst without hitting anytti#hdle says, "Whywhat do you medf

| said, 'Well, see if you can attract somebdtby] f i r i afiffy-céliber machine guné

We're not getting anything done firing a .45 pistahd it was raining like this morning out

there that drill ?). He takes his nose turrgiims it down into the puddle on the runway and he
fires of fs,whatiskftheeshdisladlgsBrrp,"andonly one thingl never

realized without the engines runnindpow loud &fifty -caliber machine gunsoundé | wa's
overwhelmed by the fact thitwas soloud]é | was wondering what he
in the nosgbuthe fired it andt went down in the mudWell, we'd been on the groutior

almost an hour now antinally, we got a jeep overWell, I'd sent one of the waist gunners, the
onethatwasn't hurt | told him to get over there and see if he can find somebody, tell them we

need two ambulances and a weapons carrier and a afigbtetcheibearersor somebodyto

get us out of here, you knovo, like, finally, a weapons carrier shows up and | ask, "Where is
anybody Where's the officer of the day h@&r&omebody's got to be in charge of the guards that

are on the field We never left them unguardedn fact, we had a special group fgfuards].

Therewere black soldiers that were sent over just to guard the aigooift asked], "Whereare

theytoda®” "Oh,é an announcement'dbeaodlyingdheSo, théfeld t her e
was closed up and no flying was going to be ddde the Major sent everybody honie | said,

"Well, what about ug We're flying" € He dSAelyysqu "weren't suntiedul ed
the last minutg but, anyhow that was getting me #tle bit peevedbecause nobody was there

forus é We finall y | oaGuendrantd the€o-Pilobtiaywere alldnjutted) got

them intheweapons carriesr the ambulance and had them head éff Now, | wasin the
718thSquadronsa my little hut where | lived was on the other end of the field, almost two

miles away, or a little bit over two miles awagtually € Th ey t othedl8tmgu t hat

know, when they lefthey said, "The 718thserding a jeep over after you "Okay, as longas

you thinkhecanfindme' é They drove off t hietheramWelllthe m t her
rain's letting up a little bjtbutnobody showed upSo, | finally decide "They'renot going to

come How are they going to find me out heire all this rain and no lights on or anythif?gé

It's a different squadrorWheredo they know the plane that picked me up was supposed’to be
Unlessl could build a bonfire, how are they going to find ?iel sad, "I know this outfit
They'renot going to end anybodyver after men this rain I'm going to have to start walkirig
So, | load up é Oh, when the weapons carrier pulls away, he's just about ready to pull away
and one of the waist gunners, the waist gunner that had his foot still with hiai)ddeup and
wanted to know what would he do about the other guy's icgdd, "Oh, let me have.itl'll take
care of it" So,he hands me the shoe with the foot still in it and they load Hmome of the
ambulancesé A n y,'mo there with thdoot and my heavy flak suit and my heavy wool
flying suit, you know thesheeplined suit, coat, jacket and trousers that they had foSos

plus I've got some, alu little bit more technicak a coupl e of Dbriefing
madeonrdart o see € what' s géi [wags]whaitng, finally geeided t o t
"It's getting dark' All of a suddenit gets dark It stopped rainingvhile it was light a little bit

All of a suddenit's getting dark again and I'm lookingsat o'clock at night now and | hadn't

S
hem
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had anything to eatlddntgetaaybgakiast, holuneh, nb sugparkits a s t
raining like mad and I'm soaking wet, bloodied up with lifting@wePilot out of his seat and his

blood was running dowthe back of my jackeall red, and I'm going to have to start walking

So,l walked the two miles, twanda-half miles or so It didn't take me more thanhalf-hour to

get thereor so. So, | get therandthe first thing I'm looking for is some watéo get washed up

a bit é [I] turn on the spigot that we had coming from deerycan up in the tree that had some
drinking water in it turn the spigot and nothing comes.ougo up and look at.itThereservoir

we hadout of aJerrycan was empy. Somebodyl used all the water ugso,all right, I've got

to hike up the hill with derrycan, get that filled ugaring it back down the hill, climb up in the

tree where we had the thing, Jehry@ah clonbuptaree s er v o i
andfill that up. Then,l come back downWell,i f | ' m going to é wash wup
'vegot to | ight t haTheresstnmkereseng in tihgegthernihiatwas tesetl

up. Now, I'm getting kind of peeved, you knowVherethe deil is somebodyo do some of

this work? I'm doing everything and couldn't find anyonEherest of them were all over in the

mess hall, singing and dancing, making a lot of racket over.tisere figure, "Well, I'll wash

up a little bit and go oveptthe mess hall, see if | can get something t@ batause that's one of

my other prioritieswas hungerandl get over there and | find theée
dancing Oh, |l didn"t tell you aboutwhertweweatthp pened
mess hall The Major bangs on his glass, "Let me have your attentiofi gatl he says, "Wee

got orders of the day, you know, and we have some good news and some bettéWakws

most of ydthatité rainimgtoutsd@ndit's just starting to rain It's going to rain

heavy all day tomorrow and we're not going to have any flyiffefield'll be closed tomorrow,

be no flying, no missions, no practice missioBserybodyhas a day off you know and

everybody's cheeringOh, good." "Wait a minute, that was just the good newse got some

better news We had an outfit up on the frontlines that just captured a gin Stljwe made a

deal with themé We ' | | | ;"ewtell, how am | going te put this We had the'Beef

Trust' there,whatwe calledthe"Beef Trust' These were four Italian ladies, each one weighed

about 250 pounds eacithey were a little bit oversized arfdr entertainmenthey had a dance

that they did Theycould come out nthe stage and danceand with only half their clothes on

and everybody would clap at therihis was our entertainment thergo, we were going to lend

them to the people with the still upén Northern Italy for about a weekKWe'll lend you our

"Beef Trust if you give s the gin" So, how legal it wasl don't know [laughter]é

TK: | know where that gin came frgrinecause it was my division, the 34th Divisitmat
liberated the Benevento Distillery

GS |think so, Tom, okay.
TK: Thatwas it.

GS é T hwahat'we hadé So,everybody was getting drunk on all this gin and they told
me "No food, it's all gone Here have a glass of gih Well, | wanted a glass of gin on an empty
stomach like that for nothind think | took a half a swallovandcoughed hih of it up or spit it

up and washeaded back to the tent that | hadour tent, our hut, whatever you want to calllit
went back there to see if | could find something to eat, you kivell, | went through my
footlocker and | had a pound of sugathere, | had some chocolate, hard chocplats was
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supposed to be Hershey harssomething like thabuté they came over from AfricaThey

were chocolatgbars]that wouldn't melt You had to cook it to melt jior chew it like hard

candy almog, andthen there wa® a couple of vanilla pillsor something like thatand, dn,

the butter Theyhad "axle greasdjutter that was supposed to be edibigtit was about the

consistency of glass [It would survive] he desert out there in NortHrica, where we finally

got it from | guess So,what am | going to make out of tRig'm going to make some fudge

Sol got the stove going, poured in this butter
to close to boiling and put in somearolate that wouldn't melt andrsédi t  a |l | up wi th
couple drops of vanillaor whatever else | had there, and was stirring my fudge when there's a
commotion out there"What'sgoing on outsid®" TheMajor comes in, "Where's Skidmdte

I'm lookingfor him." "Here | am Whatdo you want no®" He said, "l want you to get up on

the roof and fix that leak over my héd said, "I'm not a roofing businessl said, "Didn't you

heaf? | just got promoted to radar operator and | don't fix roofs amgrhdde said, "You don't
understand | want you to get up on that roof right away and fix that leak over my deshid,

"You don't understandl don't fix roofs | don't know how to fix your roof "It's leaking" "Go

plug it up yourself You've got 850 men here in this outfiCan'tyou find somebody else to fix

it besides m®" "You built the thing originally’ | said, "Yesbuté | don't know how
I'm out of the roofing business ngiwandhe says, "You don't understaniim giving you a direct

order to get up on that roof and fix'itWell, | knew this roof wasn't going to hold m&/hen we

built it, we had to climb up theréut well, this is another storyoo. We had a ladder, a forty

four-foot extension laddeWhere did weget it? Well, | wasn't supposed to know where that is

but, when we came through Africa, somebody smugthedorty-four-foot extension ladder,

foldedup a little bit, into the back of the planéWhat are they doirfg) Who wants a fortyfour-

[foot] extension ladder the® "Well, you never know when it's going to be haridit wasn't

one of our gunners, it was one of the passengers we were cahaings the thief He stole it

He also stole a bicycle from the post office there in Tuntseen wecame through therd don't

know whether he was the one that stole the golden goblets that we had-QumJ)éllithe

admitted to stealing the bicycle and the lagddadtherewas something else ligtole], oh yes, a

bale of blanketsIt was theArmy blankets Theysaid "US Army," on them Theywere gray

blankets, the color of the Civil War blankets Oh,they smelled like a mixture between horse
manure and camphog We had those Well, those came in handyHe distributed them, gave
everybodyé ithe crew a couple of extra blanketsh i ch ¢é came i.Welni ce and
okay, now, let's see, wherewas lupZtddNo me al é

TK: TheMajor.

GS TheMajor. He said, "You don't understantim giving you a direct orderl want you to

stop wtat you're doing and immediately climb up on that roof and fix that"leall I'm looking

at himandl didn't know whether he was drunk or kidding or whiagaid, "Oh go to hell”

"What?" | said "l told you to go to helt "You can't tell me that "I just told you™ "Oh," he

says, "we'll find out about this | gave you a direct order; you know what the penalty is for
disobeyingadirect orde?" "Yes." | said, "I know and vait until they ask me to tell yo(them]

why?" "Never mind that You're going to be counartialed I'm preparing charges against you

right away" So,now, I've got charges against me for the couertial ¢ He went and go
CO and the CO came in and wanted to know what it was all about

83






