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1
 Aviation cadet. 

 
2
 Army Serial Number. 

 



February 1942 

 

February 16, 1942 

 

At Rutgers.  Took the Air Corps3 mental and physical exam in Trenton.4 

 

February 18, 1942 

   

Accident with Amelia.5 

 

February 25, 1942 

 

Operation: circumcised!i6 

 

February 21, 1942 

 

Army physical at Newark for the draft.  I was classified as 1-A.
7
 

                                                           
3
 From July 2, 1926, to June 20, 1941, the United States Army identified its air arm as the United States 

Army Air Corps.  (HDUSAF: xvii) 

 
4
 These exams were administered by the Southern New Jersey and Delaware Recruiting and Induction 

District Headquarters located in the Trenton Post Office Building.; Before December 7, 1941, the Army Air 

Force had been contemplating a comprehensive revision in its flight officer training procurement process to 

meet the needs of an 84-group expansion program proposed in October of 1941 that called for a 400,000-

man force by June 30, 1942.  The pre-war system was pilot-centric in bias, soliciting men with at least two 

years of college experience, orientating them towards flight training and filling other specialties (navigator, 

bombardier, etc.) with pilot training washouts.  This method resulted in insufficient numbers of trainees and 

serious morale problems among reassigned cadets. 

The attack on Pearl Harbor occurred before the Army Air Force could effect its objectives and 

instantly amplified the demand for new recruits.  Days after the attack, Chief of the Army Air Force Gen. 

Henry Arnold instituted a new system for satisfying the elevated manpower requirements and evaluating 

the droves of young men who wanted to become aviation cadets.  This plan increased the number of local 

recruiting centers throughout the nation and gave the boards that governed each center the power to induct 

applicants as aviation cadets.  

The regional boards administered an Aviation Cadet Qualifying Examination, which supplanted 

the college requirement.  Instituted one month before Edward Piech applied at Trenton, this three-hour test 

measured a candidate's general knowledge and learning potential.  These centers also conducted thorough 

physicals.  The AAF modified the basic qualifying factors for both exams at various junctures to direct the 

flow of men into the cadet program.  By and large, before March 5, 1942, the recruiting boards accepted 

every applicant that fulfilled the minimum requirements for both examinations in an effort to provide an 

ample pool of bodies for the classification centers.  (C&C, vol. 6: 488-492; Cameron: 384-385; Wells: 7) 

 
5
 Edward and his girlfriend at the time, Amelia, were hit by a truck at the intersection of French and 

Nielson Streets in New Brunswick.  Amelia's knee was slightly injured.  Throughout the diary, Amelia is 

referred to as Amelia or Amy.  Mr. Piech's younger sister, Amelia, is known as Milly.  (Interview #1) 

 
6
 During the physical examination at the Trenton Post Office, an AAF flight surgeon informed Piech that he 

would not be accepted into the cadet program unless he had a circumcision performed.  (Interview #1) 

 
7
 This classification designated a person as able and available to serve in the Army. 

 



 

 

April 1942 

 

April 11, 1942 

 

Enlisted at Trenton.8 

 

May and June 1942 

 

Private in the Army Air Corps, unassigned. 

 

June 1942 

 

June 22, 1942 

 

Appointed as an aviation cadet.9 

 

June 24, 1942  

 

Arrived at Maxwell Field, Alabama.10  Assigned to Squadron L, Group 13,11 and billeted 

in "Tent City."12  In Tent #10 with seven fellows from Newark and Trenton. 

                                                           
8
 For most of the first half of 1942, the AAF replacement training centers could not cope with the volume 

of men processed by the local recruiting boards.  To alleviate the situation, the recruiting centers began 

sending inductees on thirty-day furloughs, during which they earned an aviation cadet's pay.  To trim 

expenses and find some use for this inert reserve, the centers began inducting qualified applicants as 

enlisted men and either sending them on furlough as privates or giving them temporary duty at AAF 

installations.  On April 11, 1942, Edward C. Piech was inducted as an Air Corps private, unassigned, and 

given a thirty-day furlough.  (C&C, vol. 6: 492-493; Document #1) 

 
9
 On June 19, 1942, the Southern New Jersey and Delaware Recruiting and Induction District Headquarters 

accepted Edward C. Piech as an aviation cadet, "effective June 22, 1942," and ordered him to report to 

Maxwell Field, Alabama on June 23.  (C&C, vol. 6: 493; Document #2) 

 
10

 Between April and July of 1942, Maxwell Field served as a temporary classification center.; 

Classification centers, under the authority of the AAF Flying Training Command (FTC), performed the 

task of processing, categorizing and indoctrinating aviation cadets.  Two phases of testing determined 

whether a cadet would train as a pilot, navigator or bombardier.  For two days, the inductees stood for a 

meticulous physical examination.  During those forty-eight hours, each man met with a psychiatrist.  This 

doctor surveyed his personality and pre-war activities in an effort to determine the cadet's potential to cope 

with flight duty and the specialty that best suited his character.  Due to time constraints, this interview often 

consisted of only a few questions and psychological experiments.   

Cadets then completed a series of multiple choice exams on the following topics: real world problem-

solving, fundamental mathematics, technical reading comprehension, mechanics and general 

knowledge.  Next, individuals participated in psychomotor trails that measured their visual-physical 

coordination, performance under stress, reaction time and so on.  For example, one veteran recalled, "trying 

to hold a stylus in a small round hole while they were trying to distract me with marbles falling on a tin pan 

over my head and yelling at me 'You are going to crash!'"  The results of the written and physical 

examinations were coalesced into a score between one (worst) and nine (best), known as a stanine, for each 

of the three specialties.  The stanine predicted how well a subject would fare in training for each position. 



 

Commanding Officer: Capt. Cain 

A/C Squadron Commander: A/C Bill Crow 

Cadet Officers: Donahue, Bradley, Martin and Wilson 

 

Tent #10 Roster: 

 

1.  William Brock (Pilot) 

2.  Myself, Edward C. Piech (Bombardier)13 

3.  William Van Zant14 (Pilot) 

4.  Dick Vanderplough (Pilot) 

5.  Ed Sloboda (Navigator) 

6.  Alfred Howland (Pilot) 

7.  Ray Bowkley (Pilot) 

 

July 4, 1942 

 

Left Maxwell Field on a furlough for twenty-four days.15 

                                                                                                                                                                             

The stanines and psychologists' recommendations put a cadet's abilities into context, defining the 

variant(s) of training they would most likely see through to completion.  The FTC took into account that 

trainees were more likely to succeed in the occupation of their own choosing.  Thus, personal prerogative 

weighed heavily in this period, provided that the candidate demonstrated sufficient proficiency during the 

testing phase.  High demand for pilots early in the war and the fact that most inductees longed for pilot's 

wings went hand-in-hand in this regard.  However, when navigator and bombardier quota needs went 

unmet, men were often thrown into those training programs against their wishes.  

Once the examining period ended, the remainder of a cadet's time at a classification center was 

devoted to the transition from civilian to military life.  Drills, inspections, kitchen patrol and guard duty, 

and indoctrination classes on hygiene, etiquette and so forth oriented inductees towards the soldier's 

life.  Physical conditioning prepared the cadets for the rigors that faced an airman.  After three weeks, the 

cadets were informed of their classifications and, in most circumstances, moved on to preflight training. 

When Piech passed through Maxwell Field, these procedures were still based largely on 

theory.  The AAF conducted extensive research to determine how well the process anticipated achievement 

in the field, but beyond individual training, success proved difficult to quantify.  Squadron commanders in 

the Eighth Air Force indicated that their units' performance suffered because a portion of their men felt ill 

suited to their assigned tasks.   

  (C&C, vol. 6: 549-554; Cameron: 385-386; Wells: 7-12)  

 
11

 Cadet Piech is noted as a member of Squadron L, Group 13, on his orders to report to Nashville, 

Tennessee.  (Document #3) 

 
12

 In early 1943, only three AAF replacement centers were in operation, Maxwell Field, Kelly Field, Texas, 

and Santa Ana Army Air Base, California.  The thousands of cadets accepted by the procurement boards 

quickly overwhelmed the facilities at all three sites.  While additional buildings were being built, each base 

dealt with the deluge by either forming "tent cities" or diverting cadets to local airfields.  (C&C, vol. 6: 

492; 548)  

 
13

 Mr. Piech was told that his level of coordination eliminated him from pilot training.  (Interview #1) 

 
14

 Possibly William M. Van Sant, who was made an aviation cadet by the same order as Piech.  (Document 

#2)  

 



 

July 28, 1942 

 

Reported to Nashville, Tennessee.16  Assigned to AAFCC,17 Squadron H, Group II, 

Barracks #I, Bed #10.  The CO
18

 at Nashville was Lt. Zimmerman.19 

 

August 1942 

 

August 2-5, 1942  

 

Train trip to SAAAB, Santa Ana Army Air Base,ii20 California.21 

 

August 9, 1942 

 

First Sunday at SAAAB.  Light rain.  Had KP
22

 duty.  Had to stay in for the first two 

weekends; that is the rule for new cadets.   

 

August 10, 1942
iii

 

 

Started bombardier pre-flight school.23  Assigned to Squadron 82, Group I.
iv

 

                                                                                                                                                                             
15

 Piech was granted a furlough from July 3 to July 28.  His orders directed him to report to the Nashville 

Classification Center on the 28th.  (Document #3) 

 
16

 In mid-July 1942, a classification center opened in Nashville, replacing the temporary center at Maxwell 

Field.  (C&C, vol. 6: 549) 

 
17

 Army Air Force Classification Center. 

 
18

 Commanding Officer. 

 
19

 Piech was placed in a reserve pool of other classified cadets awaiting the creation of a new bombardier 

training class.  During these five days, Mr. Piech's military indoctrination continued.  (C&C, vol. 6: 548) 

 
20

 Built in early 1942, Santa Ana Army Air Base served as the West Coast Training Command's receiving, 

classification and preflight center.  (C&C: 492; 548-549; Williams: 41) 

 
21

 Inoculations were administered to Mr. Piech and his fellow bombardier cadets as they boarded the 

train.  These vaccinations made most of the men ill, but the three-day trip allowed the men to be 

quarantined without detracting from their training time.  (Interview #1) 

 
22

 Kitchen Police; the duty of assisting in the mess hall kitchen.  (USAFD: 287-8) 

 
23

 After the United States entered the war, the AAF preflight program was reorganized to allow pilot, 

navigator and bombardier cadets to train separately.   In March of 1942, the FTC implemented a nine-week 

nonpilot program.  While it retained many aspects of the pilot preflight training, the new curriculum 

stressed mathematics, target identification and meteorology through four to five hours of classes each 

day.  Outside of the classroom, the cadets' military and physical instruction continued through calisthenics, 

drilling and athletics.  Until early 1943, each preflight center had free reign over its training 

schedule.  Thus, the quality of preflight graduates was uneven in terms of military discipline and technical 

acumen.  (C&C, vol. 6: 557-561; Cameron: 386)   

 



 

 

 

 

 

*** 

 

Section 43-1, B-9
v
 

 

List of Courses in Bombardier Pre-Flight School, SAAAB 

Beginning August 10, 1942 
 

Instructors   

 

1.  Naval Forces and Operations     16 hours Lt. Ellis   

2.  Ground Forces   9      

3.  Anti-Aircraft   5      

4.  Military Secrets   2      

5.  Physics    16      

6.  Mathematics   36  Mr. McEwain   

7.  Aircraft Identification and Forces     18  T.H. (Mr. Kelly)      

8.  Radio Code  9 weeks      

9.  Meteorology   6 weeks     Mr. Tolmann    

10.  Aerial Photography  8  Mr. Dallas   

11.  Target Identification  7  Mr. Towers    

12.  Military Communications      9  Dr. Beveridge       

13.  First Aid    9      

14.  Synthetic Training  3      

15.  Military Customs and Courtesy     2  Mr. Kelly    

16.  Chemical Warfare  8  Mr. Kelly      

 

 

Daily Schedule at SAAAB in Pre-Flight School
vi

 

 

Schedule A      Schedule B      

 

5:30 AM: Up      5:30 AM: Reveille 

5:45: Assembly     5:45: Assembly 

6:00: Breakfast     6:00-7:00: Back to Bed. 

6:45: Fall Out for School    7:15: Mess 

11:30 Mess      8:00: Drill 

1:30 PM: Fifth Class     9:45: Athletics 

2:45: Drill, Rifle and Gas Mask   11:30: First Class 

4:00: Athletics      12:30 PM: Mess 

5:30: Mess      1:30-5:30: Classes 

Evening: Study and Etc.    7:00: Mess 



       Evening: Study and Etc. 

 

*** 

 

 

August 22, 1942 

 

First open post.  Went to the Santa Ana YMCA24 for a USO25 dance.  Became acquainted 

with "Kit."
‡
  del.  She is going to Pamona College, Services Branch, and majors in 

physics and chem[istry].  She has blonde hair, blue eyes.  She is five foot-four and a good 

dancer.  She invited me to dinner for August 23rd, but, I could not swing the invitation. 

 

August 29, 1942 

   

Dance at the YMCA in Santa Ana and met Barbara,
‡ 

del. La Habre, California, a swell 

dancer.  She is five foot-three and has light brown hair, very cute.  del. 

 

September 1942 

 

September 5, 1942 

 

Squadron 82 had a party at the Ambassador Hotel in Los Angeles with Linda Darnell, 

Virginia Coleman
†
 and Francis Gifford.

†
  Danced [for] most of the time with Carol 

Hutton and Virginia Preston.  Stayed in a room in the Ambassador with the rest of the 

squadron.  Heard and saw Freddie Martin at the Coconut Grove.  Bed, 2:30 AM.  Frank, 

my older brother,vii and Irene, my younger sister,viii came [to visit me] that day. 

 

September 6, 1942 

 

Frank, Irene and I rode around in Los Angeles and saw the Hollywood Bowl, the Mt. 

Wilson Observatory, and took some pictures there.  We saw Sid Grauman's
ix

 famous 

theatre sidewalk, with the footprints of famous stars and actors.  Frank and Irene saw our 

squadron parade and left [me] at 5:30 PM. 

 

September 12 and 13, 1942 

 

USO dance at Santa Ana.  Met an old junior college26 classmate, Bob Christe, from 

Woodbridge.27  Slept at the "Y."28  A buddy from Squadron 83, John,29 del. and I went to 

                                                           
24

 Young Men's Christian Association. 

 
25

 United Service Organizations.  Founded in February of 1941, the USO sought to "provide a home away 

from home" for servicemen.  The government and an alliance of civilian service groups, including the 

YMCA, the YWCA, the National Jewish Welfare Board, the Salvation Army and others, funded the 

USO.  (USAFD: 550) 

 
26

 Piech attended Perth Amboy Junior College from 1938 to 1940. 

 



Kit's
‡
 home and talked with her father.  Wrote letter to Sister Milly at the "Y" and 

listened to classical music.  Bought an Air Corps watchband for ten dollars. 

 

 

 

September 16, 1942 

 

I shot thirty rounds of .30 caliber bullets with a Thompson submachine gun.  Score: 

eighteen hits out of thirty-three.  [The squadron went for a swim]
ß
 in the Pacific. 

 

September 17, 1942 

 

Instead of drill and athletics, we saw a Winchester expert marksman exhibit trick shots, 

very, very good.  He is from Somerville, Tennessee.  Test scores: 94 in "Code;" 90 in 

"Meteorology."  In the evening, saw a movie, Tailsman of Manhattan, very, very good; 

went with Bob Wilkinson. 

 

September 18, 1942 

 

Took the first half of the math final exam.  My answers checked with the others.  We 

have a one-dollar pool for the highest mark on the math final.   Letter from 

Barbara.
‡
   Have a date to go to church this Sunday at 10:30 AM.  Quennieville paid back 

the ten dollars he owed me.  Saw a movie at night with Charles Stata.30  One movie's 

name was The Apache Trail. The other was with the Andrew Sisters.  Back in time for 

Taps.31 

 

September 19, 1942 

 

A long preparation for inspection.  B Flight won the drill and inspection contest.  We are 

relieved of all details32 for the entire next week.  The entire post heard and saw Lt. Gen. 

Hap Arnold33 speak at 10:35 AM.  Only two classes today.  The final test in photo
34

 was 

                                                                                                                                                                             
27

 Woodbridge, New Jersey.
ß

 

 
28

 The YMCA. 

 
29

 "I don't recall which ‘John.'  It may have been Tynan."
 ß 

 

30
 See Appendix A 

 
31

 The sounding of a bugle that denotes lights out, the final call of the day, on training bases.  The use of a 

bugle to sound Taps originated in the US Army; previously, the call was made by tapping on a 

drum.  (USAFD: 512) 

 
32

 Work details. 

 
33

 General of the Air Force Henry Harley Arnold (1886-1950) was Chief of the Army Air Force from 1938 

to 1946.  (BDGFO: 362-363) 

 



pretty tough.  Open post at 3:00 PM.  Left for Santa Ana at 5:00 PM.  Lundy35 and I had 

supper and saw a movie, Pride of the Yankees, the best.  Lundy wanted to be alone.  He is 

married and his anniversary was the next day.  Went to the USO dance.  Met the head of 

the YMCA; played checkers and talked with him,36 a Mr. Pritchard, the big shot of the 

town.  Walked home a certain brown haired lassie named Verlee, who lives on Flower 

Street, which is perpendicular to Fourth Street in Santa Ana, on the left hand side going 

north, about ten blocks up; a beautiful home and girl. 

 

September 20, 1942  

 

Slept on a couch in a hotel lobby from 2:30 AM to 6:00 AM.  Continued sleeping from 

6:00 AM to 8:00 AM in the YMCA, on a couch again.  Had free doughnuts and coffee at 

the "Y."  Met Barbara
‡
 at 10:00 AM.  She had a 1940 Chevy, with a radio.  Baptist 

Church; enjoyed the sermon.  Dinner at Laguna Beach and had fun, [talking, walking and 

sightseeing near the beach]
ß
 for the rest of the day.  Barbara

‡
 stayed for the review37 and 

left at 5:45 PM. 

 

September 21, 1942 

 

Early classes.  New courses: "Target Identification" and "First Aid."  Saw a fifty minute 

movie made by Warner Brothers on how a bombing mission is planned, formed and 

carried out, del. [a movie called]
ß
 Target for Tonight.  Test scores: 100% in "Code 

Check," eight words a minute.38  No rest period after "Meteorology" class.  Drill and 

athletics; tough workout for athletics.
Þ
  Day finished at 4:00 PM. Wrote two letters at 

night, one to Rudy and one to Barbara.
‡
 

 

September 22, 1942 

 

Foggy as hell at 5:45 AM.  One-and-a-half hours later, I saw the fog lift to form a low 

strataform cloud.  Did not see the movie on first aid; the theatre was closed.  Mr. Towers, 

the "Target Identification" instructor, is tops for me; perfect build, handsome and he does 

very informal teaching.  Test scores: "Code Check," 100% (Monday's test), close to nine 

words per minute.  "Meteorology," got a 50% on a test about air masses.  My mind was 

not on meteorology.  Drill for half an hour.  Half of the squadron is on KP.  Athletics; 

                                                                                                                                                                             
34

 Aerial Photography. 

 
35

 See Appendix A. 

 
36

 "Had a pleasant conversation with him."
ß
 

 
37

 The formal inspection of all members of a unit or organization standing in formation.  (USAFD: 441)  

 
38

 Students were required to learn how to take at least six words a minute.  Mr. Piech credits his above 

average performance to his extensive Morse Code training in the Boy Scouts.  (C&C, vol. 6: 566; Interview 

#1) 

 



tough workout.  Charles Lufkin,39 Charles Stata and I saw a movie, I Wanted Wings.  I 

enjoyed the picture much more the second time. 

 

September 23, 1942 

 

Test scores: 82 on [the] mid exam in "Air Forces."  "First Aid" class.  Saw the "mock 

up."40  The fellows are still on KP; thus, there were not many fellows in my section.  Out 

of the twenty-seven in Section 9, only nine of them went to school today.  No drill, but, 

an exceptionally tough athletic hour.  Played speedball; my squad lost.  Ran one mile and 

did some short calisthenics.  Read a book, Northwest Passage.  Supper, 5:30 PM.  Tried 

to see a movie, but, it was all sold out.  Wrote a letter to Irene in the day room41 and 

studied "Airplane Identification." 

 

September 24, 1942 

      

Test scores: scored a 90 and an 80 on tests on "Military Communications."  Final exam in 

"Code Check:" ten words per minute, did fairly well; out of one hundred words, 

95%.  Short drill.  Athletics was okay.  Playing volleyball, our second squad won over the 

fourth.  Took my watch to be engraved.  Haircut and an olive oil steam, $.40 and 

$.35.  Studied "Aircraft Identification" and "Meteorology."  Received a card from "Dad" 

Pritchard42 saying that he sent a card to my father about me. 

 

September 25, 1942  

 

Movie on first aid and a five-minute test.  Test scores: On the final exam in "Aircraft 

Identification," [I]
ß
 got all twenty-five planes correct.  Short quiz in "Communications," 

100%.  Last day in "Radio Code."  No drill; instead, a lecture by the CO, Lt. McCain, 

about leaving for Advanced School.  Letters from Barbara
‡
 and Sister Irene.43  Studied 

"Meteorology" for the entire evening.  Prepared for inspection before Taps. 

 

September 26, 1942 

 

First hour on "Chemical Warfare."  The final exam in "First Aid" was quite an easy 

affair.  Personnel inspection of the barracks at 11:45 AM.  B Flight won the inspection 

again.  On the mid exam in "Meteorology," ("Fogs and Thunderstorms"), made out 

okay.  Easy hour for athletics.  Left on open post at 4:45 PM.  Met Barbara
‡
 at the gate at 

                                                           
39

 Charles H. Lufkin, of B Flight, later went to Albuquerque. 

 
40

 A model of an airplane or a piece of equipment that can be taken apart and examined for the purposes of 

training or experimentation.  (USAFD: 331) 

 
41

 A room designated for use by Army Air Force personnel during their leisure time. (USAFD: 155) 

 
42

 See the 9/19/42 entry. 

 
43

 Irene Piech. 

 



5:00 PM.  Went to Los Angeles and danced to Freddie Martin's music at the Coconut 

Grove in the Hotel Ambassador; had a very, very happy time together.  Met many of the 

Squadron 82 lads there, also.  Had a little party with Lufkin and MacDonald's44 

gang.  Barbara's
‡
 head was too shaky, thus, we started for home too late; left at 4:00 

AM.  Barbara
‡
 was home at 5:00 AM.  Easily got a ride from La Habre to Santa 

Ana.  Met a sailor from Georgia who had fought in the Coral Sea battles;45 was in the 

Navy at Honolulu for two-and-a-half years.  He was on his first fifteen-day furlough.   

 

September 27, 1942  

 

Slept from 6:00 AM to 9:00 AM at the YMCA in SA,46 on a couch.
x
  Back to the post by 

10:00 AM.  Slept until 12:00, noon.  Light dinner.  Wrote a long letter to 

Adolph.47  [Participated in the usual Sunday]
ß
 parade.  The Pathe News Film Company 

took pictures of our parade.  Squadron 82 marched very well; no drunkards this 

Sunday.   Charles Stata and I, a last minute decision, saw a movie, Yank at Eaton, poor, 

therefore, missed supper.  Ate crackers and sneaked a quart of milk from the mess hall, 

with the help of a KP.48  Chick and I had another of our many conversations about 

marriage, dates and life in general.  Tired and eager to sleep by the time Taps blew. 

 

September 28, 1942 

 

Second shift schedule: Drill first, then, athletics.  We were told not to sleep between 6:00 

AM and 7:00 AM.  The whole squadron was caught by a first lieutenant.  Names were 

taken.  I was also sleeping.  Short quiz on "Chemical Warfare," simple.  Test scores: 

scored a 90 on the last "Communications" test and a 90 on the midterm exam on 

"Meteorology."  Postcard from Larry,49 who is vacationing in Massachusetts.  Wrote a 

letter to Irene in the evening.  Joe South50 sketched a picture of me within twenty 

minutes.  He used to make a living out of drawing for newspapers. 

                                                           
44

 See Appendix A. 

 
45

 In early May of 1942, Japanese and American naval forces engaged in the first naval battle fought 

entirely by carrier based aircraft.  A task force consisting of the Lexington (CV-2), the Yorktown (CV 5) 

and a few destroyers and cruisers sought to halt the Japanese Operation: MO, which aimed to secure Port 

Moresby, New Guinea, threaten Australia and secure the Japanese on Rabaul.  Although the Japanese 

fatally damaged the Lexington, the US Navy repelled the invasion force.  The damage inflicted upon the 

Japanese carrier fleet in this engagement prevented its full employment in the Battle of Midway one month 

later, which ended in defeat for the Imperial Navy.  The Coral Sea battles and the Battle of Midway 

checked Japanese expansion in the South and Western Pacific.  (AW: 223-224) 

 
46

 Santa Ana. 

 
47

 Adolph Kuchta, Mr. Piech's cousin, from Sayreville, New Jersey. 

 
48

 A worker in the mess hall; a person on Kitchen Police duty.   

 
49

 Larry Casey, a friend, from Sayreville. 

 
50

 See Appendix A. 

 



 

September 29, 1942 

 

A captain came in the AM to check on who was sleeping after Reveille.51  Only two 

fellows were caught in B Flight.  I got five "gigs"
52

 for sleeping yesterday, my first 

personnel gig in Squadron 82.  Drill for forty-five minutes.  Athletics, went through the 

efficiency tests.   

 

My score:  

Push-ups: 20 

Chinning: 10  

Leg lifts: 30 

Mod. Burpie:xi 12.5 

The 75 and 150-yard dashes will be held on some other day. 

 

Just one class today, "Chemical Warfare."  KP from 2:00 PM until 9:00 PM; very tired by 

Taps time. 

 

September 30, 1942 

 

Up at 4:45 AM.  KP.  Had my blood typed at 8:00 AM; had a needle in the pit of my 

arm.  KP was over at 2:00 PM, the third time I had KP in Squadron 82.  Moving day for 

all squadrons, which were arranged in order, number 80, 81, 82, 83, etc.  I remained on 

the same B Flight floor.  There used to be forty men on one floor.  Now, there are only 

twenty-two to twenty-eight.  Chick Stata, Jack McLoughlin53 and I went to see Panama 

Hattie at 5:45 PM at the PX.54  Ate three sandwiches and drank a small beer after the 

show.  Wrote a letter to Irene before going to bed. 

 

October 1942 

 

October 1, 1942 

 

No drill, a personnel inspection instead.  Athletics: finished the running tests, 150- and 

75-yard dashes. 

 

My time:  

75-yard: 9.5 seconds  

150-yard: 18.7 seconds  

                                                           
51

 A bugle call or other signal used for awakening the personnel at a post, base or other installation; can 

also refer to a formation held at the start of the day.  (USAFD: 441) 

 
52

 Demerits. 

 
53

 See Appendix A. 

 
54

 Post exchange. 

 



 

The final exam in "Chemical Warfare" was fairly easy.  In the other classes, not much 

doing.  Called Barbara
‡
 for a date this Saturday.  She can't make it.  Studied for the final 

"Meteorology" exam, tomorrow. 

 

October 2, 1942 

 

No drill in [the] AM.  Instead, cleaned and scrubbed the barracks thoroughly.  Test 

scores: 100% on "Military Courtesy and Customs;" had a movie in class.  In "Synthetic 

Training" class, drew a map of the "mock up," identified planes and took code messages, 

(radio and light), all at once; made out very well.  Final exam in "Military 

Communications," a very interesting course and test; made out okay.  The "Meteorology" 

test was pretty tough; final mark: 81.  Chick Stata and I saw a movie after supper, Baby 

Face Morgan and a Gene Autry picture.  In bed by Taps at 10:00 PM. 

 

October 3, 1942 

 

Graduation Day for Squadron 82 

 

A very stiff inspection by 2nd Lt. Nelson.  My ties were not spaced just right, "giged."   

 

Pay day for me today: 

Received: $175.28  

Expenses (Mess, Food,
†
 Laundry, PX, Books, etc.): $75.98  

Balance: $99.30  

Money Order: $50 (to home) 

 

Clothing detail; got a pair of winter socks and another suntan shirt and pants.  Wing 

Commander Capt. Hall made a speech before us about discipline and being sent to 

Advanced School.  Last day of pre-flight school.  Classes were very informal.  Open post 

at 6:00 PM.  Went to Santa Ana.  Supper with John Tynan55 in a cafeteria.  Surprised to 

see Dot
‡
 working in the Woolworth 5&10 store.  Later, danced with her in a ballroom; 

also danced with Verlee and Shirley.
‡
  Shirley is a cousin of Dot's.  del. Dot's father is a 

major in the Medical Corps at SAAAB.  Shirley's father is a minister.  There were three 

couples of us, all told.  Ate doughnuts at some shop, then, walked the girls home.  Left 

for the post at 2:00 AM.  Home at 2:45 AM. 

 

October 4, 1942  

 

Up at 7:00 AM.  Breakfast at 7:45 AM.  Went to the hospital for the low-pressure 

chamber56 test; came through with flying colors.57 

                                                           
55

 See Appendix A. 

 
56

 A sturdy chamber that simulates different altitudes by lowering the air pressure inside; used for high 

altitude testing and training.  (USAFD: 309) 

 
57

 According to Craven & Cate, this type of testing was conducted during a cadet's tenure at a classification 



 

In at 11:55 AM. 

1.  Trial run up to 5,000 feet, and then, a dive to the surface. 

2.  Up to 18,000 feet, no oxygen, for fifteen minutes. 

3.  Up to 24,000 feet, with oxygen, for ten minutes. 

4.  Up to 28,000 feet, with oxygen, for fifteen minutes.  Kolokotnones
‡58 was a guinea pig 

and went up to 24,000 feet without an oxygen mask.  He was okay. 

5.  Dove down at 2,500 feet per minute.  Had to level off at 8,000 feet.  Joe South had ear 

trouble.  He was okay after a minute. 

Back to the surface at 12:35 PM; all okay. 

 

Dot and Shirley came to see the parade.  Couldn't see them for very long; said good-

bye.  Supper, chicken.  Chick Stata and I saw a movie, Desperate Journey, very, very 

good.  Taps, 10:00 PM. 

 

October 5, 1942  

 

No drill and athletics.  Short inspection.  Took a KP job from Echoles.59  He paid me 

seven dollars.  He felt sick and wanted someone to take his place.  Rested and slept for an 

hour-and-a-half before KP time at 2:00 PM; was the cook's helper, not bad.  Broke 1720 

eggs for breakfast.  KP was over at 8:45 PM.  Shower.  Bed, 9:30 PM. 

 

October 6, 1942 

 

Up at 4:30 AM.  KP until 2:00 PM.  Haircut and a shave, $.40 + $.20 = 

$.60.  Shower.  Washed my dirty clothes.  Ate in the PX.  Movie at 5:30 PM; saw The 

Bugle Sound, a "C" grade picture.  Wrote a letter to Harriet60 before Taps. 

 

October 7, 1942 

 

The entire squadron participated in a transportation program this morning.  The record 

was made for the US Army Air Force.  The program was almost the same as the one I 

saw in Santa Ana the first Saturday on the post.  Received a check for eight dollars for 

my meal expenses on the train from Nashville to Santa Ana, August 5, 1942.  Broke my 

watch crystal playing football.  Received a long letter from Sister Milly.  Orders came in; 

all cadets whose last names start with A to M, up to Julian Marks,61 are to leave for 

                                                                                                                                                                             

center.  This may be an additional test or an example of the wide degree of flux in the AAF training 

schedule during 1941-1942.  (C&C, vol. 6: 552)  

 
58

 See Appendix A. 

 
59

 See Appendix A. 

 
60

 Rudy Piech's fiancée. 

 
61

 A/C Julian M. Marks, later went to Albuquerque. 

 



Albuquerque, New Mexico, Kirkland Field, tomorrow PM.  The rest of us are to leave on 

Friday AM for Williams Field, Arizona.
xii

  Wrote a long letter to Larry, a short one to 

Mother and a draft for Amelia's letter.  Eddie Canter and Diana Shore entertained the 

cadets on the post; did not see the show because I wrote the letters. 

 

October 8, 1942  

 

Wrote a letter to Amelia telling her that I was leaving for Williams Field, Arizona.  Ate 

supper in the PX.  Issued another pair of coveralls.  Played football with my bunkmates; 

played cards in the evening, broke even.  Packed my equipment before bedtime. 

 

October 9, 1942 

 

Up at 4:30 AM, to turn in our footlockers and bedding.  At 6:30 AM, the fellows left 

SAAAB for Kirkland Field, Albuquerque, New Mexico; a dry run for the rest of us at 

8:30 AM.  Read and completed the book, The Other Man, by Alfred Noyes, a good 

book.  Chick62 and I ate in the PX.  Left SAAAB at 1:45 PM.  LA63 at 6:00 PM.  Supper 

at 7:30 PM.  We were in a Pullman train car.  Bed, 9:30 PM.  Letter from Rudy before 

leaving SAAAB.   

     

October 10, 1942 

 

Williams Field, Mesa, Arizonaxiii64 

 

Arrived at Chandler, Arizona, at 10:15 AM, MWT,65 two hours difference from 

home.  Maj. Hinds,66 the CO of Cadets, and Col. Gregory67 gave a welcome speech, a 

very good speech. 

 

Col. Bridget: Commandant of Williams Field68 

                                                           
62

 Charles Stata. 

 
63

 Los Angeles. 

 
64

 Williams Field, originally known as Higley Field, was one of thirteen advanced bombardier schools 

under the jurisdiction of the West Coast Training Center (WCTC), which handled the bulk of advanced 

bombardier training during the war.  The WCTC assumed this responsibility in December 1941, after 

several attempts to establish schools in other regions of the nation met with failure due to adverse 

climates.  The southwest offered a dry atmosphere and miles of vast, uninhabited areas for bombing 

practice.  Although these conditions facilitated training, graduate bombardiers would later have difficulties 

adjusting to the uncooperative weather conditions over the Pacific and Europe.  (C&C, vol. 6: 468-469; 

Cameron: 428) 

 
65

 Mountain Western Time. 

 
66

 Maj. Harold H. Hinds, Commandant of Cadets.  (Williams: 68) 

 
67

 Lt. Col. Louis M. Gregory, Director of Bombardier Training.  (Williams: 54) 

 
68

 Col. Bernard A. Bridget (1898-?)  After a series of training assignments throughout the United States and 



Capt. Dean: Director of Group Training69 

Maj. Delani: Director of Flight Training70 

Lt. Odom: Chief of Instructors71 

Lt. Rowley: Chief Bomb Trainer 

Lt. O'Donnell: My Commanding Officer72 

      

Assigned to quarters, one barracks to a whole class, #43-1; six in our room, P. Parialo, J. 

Peacock, E. Piech, Glenn Profitt, Art Pilley and Bernard J. Quennieville,73 Room #23, 

second floor.  Issued a flying suit, a jacket, goggles and an oxygen mask.  The meals are 

served cafeteria style, no formations, no Taps and no Reveille.  A swimming pool is used 

for athletics.  Chick and I went to the movies and saw Cairo, starring Jeanette 

McDonald74 and Robert Young, a class "B" film, not bad.  Bed, 11:00 PM.  Wrote Amelia 

and Mother a letter. 

 

October 11, 1942 

 

Breakfast: 5:30 AM to 7:30 AM 

Dinner: 11:30 AM to 1:30 PM  

Supper: 5:30 PM to 7:30 PM  

 

Letter to Larry.  A swell day room, better than Santa Ana's.  Open post in the 

afternoon.  Profitt, Pilley and I went to Mesa, a town of about 10,000 people, thirteen 

miles from Williams Field, a very clean and pretty town.  Ate supper, then, became 

acquainted with a pretty, ash blonde girl, Nita Jo.
‡
  Made a date for next Sunday 

afternoon.  Open post until 11:00 PM, every weekend.  I came in late this evening, 12:30 

AM, no trouble.   

 

October 12, 1942 

 

Capt. Dean, Director of Ground Training, delivered a lecture for two hours.  Up at 6:15 

AM.  Breakfast, 6:45 AM.  Policed rooms.  Class at 8:00 AM.75  Two hours of "Theory of 

                                                                                                                                                                             

a tour in Panama, in October of 1941, Col. Bridget took command of the Higley Field advanced twin-

engine flying school.  He supervised the transformation of the twin-engine school into a reception 

center.  (Williams: 47; 52-53) 

 
69

 Capt. David K. Dean, Director of Bombardier Ground Training.  (Williams: 54) 

 
70

 Possibly Maj. Richard O. Dulaney, Jr., Director of Bombardier's Flying.  (Williams: 54) 

 
71

 1st Lt. William E. Odom, Chief Bombardier Instructor (Williams: 54) 

 
72

 2
nd

 Lt. William P. O'Donnell, Cadet Detachment Adjutant.  (Williams: 68) 

 
73

 See Appendix A. 

 
74

 "She was a famous singer in my days."
 ß 

 

75
 Mr. Piech studied the following subjects in ground school at Williams Field: 



Bombing" with 2nd Lt. Stevens, who looks a lot like Rudy.  Then, two hours on "The 

Mechanics of the Bombsight" with 2nd Lt. Baldwin.76  In the afternoon, "Construction of 

Bomb Trainers" with 1st Lt. Rowley.  Saw the bombsight in hanger trainers.77  The 

airfield is filled with planes, very thrilled.  Supper, 5:30 PM.  Chick and I saw the post 

movie, Cario.  Bed, 11:00 PM. 

 

October 13, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Classes for seven hours.  Bombsight, more and more 

complicated!  Movie on the theory of bombers.  Study hall in the evening.  Read the 

confidential material on the bombsight. 

 

October 14, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Seven hours of classes.  Hot days.  Baggage came this PM.  Still no 

athletics.  Chick and I saw a movie, Wake Island, very good.  Saw Sin Town last 

Saturday.  Bed, 10:30 PM. 

 

October 15, 1942 

 

                                                                                                                                                                             

 

     Hours  Grade 

Basic Theory and Bombsights  28  91 

Bombing Accessories   32  82 

Bombing Procedure   18  86 

Bombing Analysis   19  80 

Aircraft Observer Training  38  96 

AFCES     8  80 

Bombsight Maintenance   36  75 

 

This curriculum evolved as evidence of the shortcomings of bombardiers in service filtered into the Flying 

Training Command.  Until late 1941, the advanced bombardier-training program had served as an 

addendum to pilot training or an additional duty for Air Corps enlisted men.  After Pearl Harbor, it 

developed by improvisation, rushing men through a course that wanted for knowledgeable instructors and 

proper training equipment.  In early 1942, many bombardiers on active duty could not utilize their 

bombsights and related devices effectively or properly account for the various external factors that affected 

the way bombs fell.  (C&C, vol. 6: 579-581; Document #4) 

 
76

 These lectures were probably part of the "Basic Theory and Bombsights" class.  This course familiarized 

students with the bombsight (most likely the Norden bombsight, although the Sperry precision bombsight 

and Estoppey D-8 or British T-1 nonprecision bombsights were used in training as well).  The theory aspect 

covered the factors that influenced the way bombs fell, i.e., temperature, air speed, altitude, etc.  (C&C, vol. 

6: 580-581; Cameron: 432)  

 
77

 Cadets learned about the bomb trainers in "Bombing Procedure."  These could be either the A-2 or Link 

A-6 bomb trainers.  The A-2 consisted of a ten-foot high platform on wheels.  Cadets practiced aiming the 

bombsight through a hole in the platform.  The Link A-6 offered more realistic training; cadets fixed the 

bombsight on an image projected below and fired a marker at their target.  (C&C, vol. 6: 581; Cameron: 

431) 

 



Seven hours of classes.  [I] signed del. [my] payroll [voucher].
ß
  Athletics, one hour, all 

swimming, good fun.  Lectures from the medical department in [the] PM classes.  Day 

room in the evening.  Bed, early, 9:30 PM.  Letter to Sister Milly. 

 

October 16, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Classes: "Theory of Bombing," mastered to my satisfaction.  Medical 

lectures in PM.  Seven hours of classes.  Athletics, one hour, short exercises and a 

swim.  Studied all evening for tomorrow's exam. 

 

October 17, 1942 

 

Up at 6:00 AM.  Exam was easy; was disappointed when I got a mark of 84.  No one 

failed, very good.  Saw the standard "sex morale" picture given at every Army post.  A 

soldier must see it every six months.  That was the third time I saw it; first, at Maxwell, 

then, at Santa Ana, and then, at Williams Field.78  School was over at 11:30 AM.  Passes 

were not ready until 4:00 PM.  Meanwhile, wrote letters to Lyle Van Dorn.79  Bob 

Stuhlman80 and I went on open post together.  Wasted Saturday evening in town.  Met 

Joy.
‡
  She claimed that she had lost her purse.  Back to the post by 11:30 PM.  Chick and 

I talked until 1:45 AM. 

 

October 18, 1942 

      

Up at 8:00 AM.  Mesa by 10:00 AM.  Got a ride with an officer.  Met Bob Stuhlman 

eating breakfast.  Went to the servicemen's hospitality house and made cookies all 

afternoon with Nita Jo.  Went to see a movie, Dumbo, after supper.  Took Nita home at 

9:30 PM.  Her mother is very nice.  Bus to the post at 10:00 PM.  Bed by 11:00 PM.  Jack 

Benny broadcasted from the field.81 

 

October 19, 1942 

 

Up at 5:30 AM.  On the bomb trainer by 7:00 AM and trained until 11:30 AM.  Four 

hours of classes, from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Athletics, one hour.  Bed at 9:00, very tired. 

 

October 20, 1942 

                                                           
78

 The Army Air Force believed that venereal disease indicated low morale, an unwillingness to fight; thus, 

airmen were exposed to numerous programs to discourage sexual activity or at least encourage the use of 

protection.  Most of the medical lectures that Piech recorded concerned this subject.  AAF COs were 

particularly interested in preventing venereal disease because high rates among their charges could 

negatively impact their careers.  (Wells: 90; 109fn; Interview #1) 

 
79

 Lyle Van Dorn, a friend, from Sayreville.  Mr. Piech served as a Junior Scoutmaster with Lyle.   

 
80

 See Appendix D. 

 
81

 As part of a publicity stunt arranged by the Army Air Force, Benny and his valet, the character known as 

Rochester, "donated" their Maxwell automobile to a scrap drive.  (Williams: 80-81)  

 



 

Up at 5:30 AM.  Class from 7:30 AM to 11:30 AM.  Letter from Frank.  Bomb trainer 

from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.  Skipped athletics to get a haircut.  Study hall from 7:00 PM 

to 9:00 PM.  Bed, 9:30 PM.  Gen. Cousins was on the field.82 

 

October 21, 1942 

 

Up at 5:30 AM.  Bomb trainer in [the] AM and classes in [the] PM.  Athletics; dove from 

the new high board.  Had earplugs, so, no ear trouble.83  Study hall, 7:45 PM to 8:45 

PM.  Wrote a letter to the family.  Letter from Sister Milly.  Bed, 10:30 PM. 

 

October 22, 1942 

 

Up at 5:30 AM.  Four hours of classes, 7:30 to 11:30, in [the] AM.  On the trainers in 

[the] PM until 5:00 PM.  One hour of athletics, swimming.  The high board is built in; did 

a lot of diving.  Study hall until 9:00 PM with Chick Stata.  Bed, 9:30 PM. 

 

October 23, 1942 

 

Trainers in [the] AM.  Classes from 1:00 PM until 5:00 PM.  Was a very poor bomber on 

the trainer today, my off day.  Very tough obstacle course; a few fellows were injured as 

a result of bad jumping from the twelve foot incline and splinters from the 

beams.  Supper, fish and pie.  Study hall until 9:00 PM.  The entire class was 

there.  Exam tomorrow on the bombsight and bomb racks.84  Studied the bomb racks until 

10:30 PM.  Bed. 

 

October 24, 1942 

 

Exam in [the] AM; no marks yet.  On the trainers in [the] PM for four hours, 1:00 PM to 

5:00 PM.  Hit a fairly good CE today.  My average is 10.86.85  Open post at 6:00 

PM.  Bob Stuhlman and I got a ride into Tempe.  Class 43-1 was invited to town by the 
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 Maj. Gen. Ralph P. Cousins, Commanding General, Army Air Forces West Coast Training Center.  Gen. 

Cousins assumed command of the WCTC on January 26, 1942.  (Williams: 39; 80pp) 

 
83

 Mr. Piech had a pre-existing ear condition.  An examining physician at Trenton detected evidence of the 

problem, but Edward was able to avoid a 4-F classification by convincing the doctor that it was nothing 

serious.  (Interview #1) 

 
84

 A frame or mechanism that holds bombs, either under the plane or in the bomb bay, while en route to the 

target. (USAFD: 87); Part of the "Bombing Accessories" course, designed to acquaint bombardiers with 

their equipment. 

 
85

 To measure bombing accuracy, bombardiers used the circular error (CE) probable method.  At least half 

of the bombs should land within a circle around the target; the radius of that circle served as the 

bombardier's score.  This technique was abandoned in early 1943 in favor of a hit-or-miss scoring 

system.  Inaccurate bombing in combat was partially attributed to the fact that the circular error approach 

did not motivate bombardiers to hone their skills beyond the minimum required average.  (C&C, vol. 6: 

581-582; Cameron: 436) 

 



women folk of Arizona State Teachers' College.  All of us had blind dates.  What homely 

looking girls we had.  My date, Peggy Boye, is originally from Massachusetts.  Peggy is a 

very good dancer; [the] most fun we had was on the dance floor.  Saw a football game, 

the New Mexico Aggies vs. AS86 Teacher's.  AST won, 20-0; a boring game.  Their 

campus is very beautiful.  The party was over at 1:00 AM.  The gang rode back to the 

post on a bus.  Bed at 3:00 AM, tired. 

 

October 25, 1942 

 

Up at 11:00 AM.  Dinner.  Shave.  Ride to Mesa at 1:30 PM.  At Nita Jo's house by 2:15 

PM.  She and I went to her girlfriend's wedding.  Shirley Hamelin married Warren 

"Torrey" Buck, a staff sergeant at Williams Field.  The ceremony was very quiet and 

simple, in a hotel; only ten people present.   Took pictures outside, and then, the wedding 

was over.  I met Tal, Nita's brother, who is a senior at Arizona State Teacher's College, a 

chemistry major, quite a handsome fellow.  Supper at her home
‡
 with her mother, kid 

sister and brother.  We went to see a Mormon pageant downtown.  Left at 10:00 

PM.  The buses were too full; had to wait until 11:00 PM.  I got home at 12:00 AM, 

midnight. 

 

October 26, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Classes in [the] AM.  Test scores: received a 95 on Saturday's 

exam.  The highest mark was a 96.  I
ß
 sent birthday greetings to Nita Jo.  Swell letter 

from Larry.  Bomb trainers in [the] PM.  CE was 12.7.  Athletics, obstacle course and a 

short dip into the pool.  Had the "runs" all day.  Chick and I walked out of the theatre 

during a terrible picture, Here We Go Again.  Bed, 10:45 PM. 

 

October 27, 1942 

 

Up at 5:30 AM.  Still some slight stomach trouble.  On the trainers all AM.  CE: 13.4, at 

4,400 feet.  Afternoon classes, two hours on computers87 and two hours getting 

acquainted with the inside of an AT-11 bomb training ship,88 my first glance inside of this 

airplane.  Excused from athletics today.  Wrote letters, one to Barbara
‡
 and one to Marty 

Dux.89  Bed at 10:00 PM. 
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 Arizona State. 

 
87

 Most likely the E-6B aerial computer.  (Cameron: 432) 

 
88

 The Beech AT-11, nicknamed the Kansan, was the primary trainer for bombardier instruction.  When 

equipped with the C-1 autopilot and Norden bombsight, the AT-11 allowed bombardier cadets to train on 

the equipment they would use in combat.  The main criticism lodged against the AT-11 is that it did not 

adequately prepare B-17 and B-24 bombardiers for high altitude, long-range missions; also, the heavy 

bombers responded much differently in flight than the Kansan.  (C&C, vol. 6: 584; Cameron: 431; 433) 

 
89

 A neighbor in Sayreville.  Born in Kassel, Germany, Marty Dux came to the United States with his 

family at the age of two. 

 



October 28, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Classes all AM.   Letter from Sister Milly.  My average CE on the bomb 

trainers is 13.8.  Heard an interesting talk given by a visiting P-38 pilot.90  Called Nita Jo 

and we made a date for this Saturday night.  Wrote a letter to home in the day room at 

8:00 PM. 

 

October 29, 1942 

 

Up at 6:15 AM.  Trainers in [the] AM.  CE: 12.  del. Classes, all PM.  Athletics.  Chick's 

wife came, Claire; went to Mesa to see her.  The whole gang went to see a movie, The 

Major and Minor, with Ginger Rogers, very good.  Bed, 11:00 PM. 

 

October 30, 1942 

 

Study hall in the evening.  Studied for computators.91  The rest of the day was the same. 

 

October 31, 1942 

 

X-man92 del. went to pieces on the exam; [he was] tired, etc.  Went to the planes to 

familiarize myself with the equipment.  Open post.  Date with Nita Jo; went to Phoenix, 

by bus, to see a movie, Fighting Tigers. 

 

November 1942 

 

November 1, 1942 

 

Picture was taken in Mesa in [the] PM.  Slept out on Butler's porch.  Chick's wife is 

boarding there.  Chick and Claire went to Phoenix.  Ate breakfast and dinner there with 

Hazel, daughter of Suzie.  Had a swell time relaxing.  Back to the post at 9:00 PM. 

 

November 2, 1942  

 

Went up in a plane for two hours.  Five dry runs over the target at 4,000 feet.93  Three 

hours of class in [the] PM. 
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 The P-38 Lighting, a twin-engine, twin boom interceptor fighter.  The Lightning's range and firepower 

made it the foremost US fighter in the Pacific.  (HDUSAF: 441-442) 

 
91

 A variant on computers.; "Bombing Computations"
ß
 

 
92

 A substitute name to protect the identity of the cadet; written as "X-man" in the originally diary. 

 
93

 This marks the beginning of Cadet Piech's flight training.  Bombardier air training was divided into two 

phases, qualification and combat simulation.  Course 1 began with dry runs over various landmarks to 

acclimate the bombardier to using the bombsight in flight.  Next, a bombardier instructor supervised the 

cadet as he released practice bombs; after a few unscored bomb runs, the trainer began to record the student 

bombardier's circular error.  Two cadets went up in the AT-11 at a time.  While one bombed, the other 

would photograph the target area.  Bombardier cadets had to achieve an average circular error of 230 feet to 



 

November 3, 1942  

 

Dropped five practice bombs94 from 4,000 feet; [did] okay.  On [bomb]
ß
 trainers from 

8:00 PM until 12:00 AM, midnight. 

 

November 4, 1942  

 

Dropped five practice bombs from 1,000 feet; did okay.  2nd Lt. Smith, K.R., the 

instructor, is a very nice fellow.  2nd Lt. Cook was my pilot.  Turner, Doug H.,95 was my 

partner.  Three hours of classes in PM.  Athletics. 

 

November 5, 1942 

 

Dropped my first five recorded
ß
 bombs from 4,000 feet.  CE: 104 feet x 1.92,96 not bad 

for a start.  Three hours of classes; four hours on trainers. 

 

November 6, 1942 

 

Turner and I had a mission at 13,000 feet above the target.  My CE was 290 feet x 

0.93.  Cold as hell; temperature: -3º C.  Took two-and-a-half hours to complete the 

mission.  Classes and athletics. 

 

November 7, 1942 

 

1,000 feet altitude mission; best CE yet, -30 feet, 20 feet, 30 feet, 80 feet and a shack,97 

32 x 1.9.  This was my first shack!  Went hedgehopping98 over the canyon.  Henry Sohn99 

is my new bombing partner.  Classes and athletics.  On the trainers until midnight.  Rudy 

graduated as a second lieutenant [ordnance officer in the Army]
ß
 and got married to 

Harriet. 

                                                                                                                                                                             

pass on to Course 2.  Nighttime as well as daytime practice missions were performed; although the 

AAF  was firmly committed to the daylight, precision bombing principle, some doubts persisted, which 

resulted in these night bombing sorties.  (C&C, vol. 6: 581-582; Cameron: 431; 474)   

 
94

 The M38A2 practice bomb, a 100-pound device consisting of an explosive charge and colored sand, 

which simplified aerial identification.  (Cameron: 431) 

 
95

 See Appendix D. 

 
96

 CE averages were adjusted to predict accuracy at 12,000 feet altitude.  This is why scores recorded on 

missions above 12,000 feet are reduced and those below are increased.  (C&C, vol. 6: 582) 

 
97

 A direct hit.  (USAFD: 467); "Bulls-eye"
ß
 

 
98

 To hug the earth and rise over obstacles as they present themselves.  (USAFD: 249) 

 
99

 See Appendix D. 

 



 

November 8, 1942  

 

Slept late.  Cleaned out my footlocker.  Measured for uniforms in the new day room.  Did 

not go on open post.  Went to a chapel service with Chick and his wife, Claire.  Test 

scores: made an 87 on the exam in AFCES100 and bombs and fuses.101  Wrote a letter to 

home. 

 

November 9, 1942 

 

Henry and I, 13,000 feet mission, five bombs.  New pilot, Thompson, Willard A., a 

second lieutenant and a "wacky fellow."  CE: 244 x .93.  Sat in the co-pilot's seat while 

using oxygen.  Temperature: 3º C.  Classes and on trainers until midnight. 

 

November 10, 1942 

 

1,000 feet mission, five bombs.  CE: 90 x 1.9.  Had trouble holding the drift;102 the pilot 

was in a hurry.  Second mission.  Classes and athletics.  Completed my twenty hours on 

the trainers. 

 

November 11, 1942 

 

13,000 feet mission.  CE: 144 x .94, a very good day.  Classes in [the] PM, very 

tired.  Had a slight headache from the high altitude.  Classes and a haircut.  Excused from 

PE.103 

 

November 12, 1942 

 

Second mission, 4,000 feet; dropped only two bombs.  The pilot was in a hurry to get 

back.  Torpey104 and I went up.  CE: 70 feet and 118 feet = 90 x 1.9.  Had a little incident 

on the way back.  Three unarmed bombs fell through the bomb bay doors.  Classes and 

athletics.  Wrote a letter to Amelia.  Letter from home. 

 

November 13, 1942 

 

                                                           
100

 Automatic flight control equipment system; maintains a programmed aircraft attitude, altitude and/or 

heading; employed by the bombardier in controlling the plane on the bomb run.  (USAFD: 61) 

 
101

 Fuse (or fuze):  The device that detonates the charge or primer on a bomb, or sets in motion the device 

that does so.  (USAFD: 226) 

 
102

 Mr. Piech made a correction on the bombsight to compensate for the wind direction.  "My pilot was not 

cooperative!"
ß
 

 
103

 Physical education. 

 
104

 See Appendix A and D. 

 



Pilley and I, second mission.  I dropped only three bombs, -10 feet, 50 feet, 180 feet; CE: 

80 x 1.9.  Classes.  Skin test at the hospital for Card105 Disease.  Weighed myself, 141.5 

pounds.  Wrote a letter to Larry in the morning.  Studied for an exam.  Bed, very early. 

 

November 14, 1942 

 

13,000 feet mission, Henry Sohn and I.   Smith was our instructor.  CE of 156.  The test 

was fairly easy; do not understand why I only made an 80% on both tests.  Open post at 

5:00 PM.  Got a ride into Mesa with 2nd Lt. Roberts and his cute, young pup, "Tex."  Got 

a room in the El Portal Hotel.   Bus to Phoenix for a USO dance, a swell time.  Met 

Martha.  She had a car.  Came back to Mesa late, 3:30 PM. 

 

November 15, 1942 

 

Slept until 1:00 PM.  Dinner in Mesa.  Went to the studio to have my pictures picked 

out.  Wrote letters all afternoon at the hospitality house.  Supper in a restaurant with the 

Woodards.106  Back to the post by 9:30 PM.  Bed, early. 

 

November 16, 1942 

 

First and second mission at 1,000 feet, Thomas and I.  New instructor, Levine, Victor J.; 

didn't like him.  CE (at 1000 feet): 39 feet x 1.9 = 79 feet.  Closest hit was five feet at 

twelve; also scored twenty feet at three and ten feet at six.  Letter from Frank.  del. [My 

second]
ß
 mission, at 4,000 feet; tough luck, the clouds intervened.  I dropped four bombs; 

CE: 83 x 1.92 = 159.   The instructor landed the plane, a very good landing.  Three hours 

of classes and athletics.  I went to bed very early, 9:30 PM. 

 

November 17, 1942 

 

Second mission at 6:30 AM.
†
  2nd Lt. Thompson, Willard A., was the pilot and Smith 

was the instructor.  CE: 70.  Poor [bomb] sight
ß
 was the cause this 

time.  Classes.  Athletics, excused.  I went to bed early again.   

 

 

November 18, 1942 

 

Up at 5:30 AM.  There will be no mission for me today.  Talked to Virginia,
‡
 a cute 

mechanic's helper, on the flight line.   She lives in Mesa.  Afternoon schedule, the 

same.  Bed, early.  The nights are getting colder.  Rabbit hunting after exercises. 

 

November 19, 1942  
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 Mr. Piech could not decipher this word.  "Whatever it was, it was an entire squadron that was tested."
 ß

 

 
106

 A/C Robert L. Woodard and his wife, Gala. 

 



Up at 5:30 AM.  First mission was at 4,000 feet, Bob Stuhlman and I.  The instructor was 

2nd Lt. McClure.   The pilot was 2nd Lt. Bastede.  CE: 91.  Schedule for [the] PM, the 

same.  Wrote a long letter to home. 

 

November 20, 1942 

 

Up at 6:30 AM.  I completed my percent of day bombs yesterday.  Running CE is 

between 165 and 175, or lower.  Had a conference with the instructor.  Did a little drilling 

before the operations building.  Excused at 10:30 AM.  Very nice letter from 

Barbara.
‡
  Same schedule for PM, except for a double dose of athletics.  In the day room 

all evening, talking to the classmates' wives.  Bed, 10:30 PM.  Studied for the test.   

 

November 21, 1942 

 

Up at 6:30 AM.  Woke up with a cold in [the] AM.  At the flight line107 by 7:30 

AM.  Marched for one hour.  Very cold this AM.  Conference with the instructor for 

night bombing.  Back to the barracks by 11:00 AM.  Bombardier Class 42-16 graduated 

today.  Test, fairly screwy;
†
 made an 86.  Open post.  Tapping, Smith108 and I got a ride to 

Phoenix.  Smith and I got a cabin outside of town.  At the USO dance, became acquainted 

with "Chick,"
‡
 a redhead from Texas, who works in the Goodyear plant.  Walked around 

town 'til 2:30 AM.  Smith and I, in bed by 3:00 AM.  Got a ride with a drunken, old lady. 

 

November 22, 1942 

 

Up at 12:00, noon.  Smith and I had dinner in Phoenix.  Double date; Chick and I and 

Seldon Smith and Mary Lou Brown went to the movies and saw Forest Rangers, terrible, 

and Bombay Clipper.  Bus for home at 9:00 PM.  Bed by 11:00 PM.   

 

November 23, 1942 

 

Day record, 60-B, CE: 161; one of the five highest out of the whole class.  Physical 

exam, all AM.  Classes in [the] PM.  First night mission, 4,000 feet, five bombs.  It was 

the second mission.  Had trouble finding the target.  CE: 112.  Bed, 12:00, midnight. 

 

November 24, 1942 

 

Slept until 10:00 AM.  Athletics.  Classes in [the] PM.  Mission, up second with Chick 

Stata, who is now my bombing partner.  del.
ß
  Larry Casey voluntarily enlisted in the US 

Army at Fort Dix.  Gyro trouble;109 the instructor was with me.  Bed by 12:00, midnight. 
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 An area of an airfield for parking and performing maintenance on aircraft, including the hangers, ramps, 

etc., but excluding the runways and taxiing strips. (USAFD: 210) 

 
108

 See Appendix D. 

 
109

 Short for gyroscope.  This device simulates a stable platform within the unsteady aircraft.  (USAFD: 

242) 

 



 

November 25, 1942 

 

X-ray and another skin test.  My blood type is "O."110  Athletics, one hour in [the] 

AM.  Three hours of classes in [the] PM.  Night bombing.  Chick and I, two missions, 

one at 13,000 feet and one at 4,000 feet.  Missed the target, for the first time since the 

start of my bombing, at 1,200 feet.   CE (at 13,000): 476.  del.
ß
  Trouble with the 

gyro.  On the second mission, did okay.  CE (at 4000): 82.  Bed, 1:00 AM. 

 

November 26, 1942 

 

Thanksgiving dinner, turkey, a swell meal.  Two hours of classes only.  Chick and I 

bombed at night at 13,000 feet, did very "G."  CE: 18.2, unconverted [score].
ß
  Chick had 

my trouble of last night, Wednesday.  He threw a 700 footer.  Bed, 11:00 PM. 

 

November 27, 1942 

 

Lazy day.  Test in "Instrument Calibration,"111 scored an 88%.  Cloudy at night.   No 

13,000 feet mission and no second mission.  I did not bomb; wasted a whole four hours 

waiting around.  Bed, 11:00 PM.  Letter from Amelia. 

 

November 28, 1942 

 

The big day, the navigation test, four hours, from 1:00 PM to 5:00 PM.112  Studied all 

AM, two hours, for the test.  Did not go on open post.  Wrote letters in the day room all 

evening.  Letter from Sister Milly. 

 

November 29, 1942 

 

Went to the Catholic Mass with Mennen, John O'Connell,113 Pete Parialo, and I felt swell 

and peaceful.  Wrote letters all PM.  Had to fly at night, did okay.  Bed, very late. 
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 Mr. Piech later discovered that the Army had mistyped his blood. 

 
111

 Part of the "Bombsight Maintenance" course.  (C&C, vol. 6: 581) 

 
112

 Throughout the war, the FTC attempted to remedy navigator and bombardier shortages by training men 

in both fields.  Some cadets were trained as full bombardier-navigators, but the amount of time required to 

educate these men negated the benefits of having one man perform two tasks.  To achieve at least part of 

this goal, fully trained precision bombardiers and celestial navigators were given instruction on the simpler 

aspects of each other's specialties.  Some navigators slated for medium bombardment units trained on the 

nonprecision D-8 sight.  In July 1943, dead-reckoning navigation, pilotage with reference to instruments, a 

navigational computer and surface markers, became the standard in bombardier training.  The navigation 

training Mr. Piech refers to while at Williams was probably a hybrid of the July 1943 program.  (C&C, vol. 

6: 580-581; Cameron: 429-430) 

 
113

 See Appendix D. 

 



November 30, 1942 

 

Up at 10:00 AM.  Athletics.  Classes in [the] PM.  "Bomb Maintenance," two 

hours.  Didn't study much.  Test scores: made an 88 and a 90 in "Navigation" and a 100 

on my weekly exams; average: 193.  Night flying.  Flew with Grady Moyle114 at 13,000 

feet.  CE: 150, unconverted.  

 

December 1942 

 

December 1, 1942 

 

Amelia's birthday, nineteen years old.  Schedule, the same.  Excused from athletics 

today.  Flew, at night, the 4,000 feet mission, (93 CE, [unconverted]),
ß
 with Chick. 

 

December 2, 1942 

 

Same schedule.  Breakfast at the PX.  Chick and I were up for two night missions, one at 

13,000 feet and one at 4,000 feet.  Very windy at 13,000 [feet].  CE: 246, at 4,000 

feet.  CE (at 13,000 feet): 87, two shacks, 105, 200 and 150.  Bed, 1:00 AM.  I finished 

110 bombs for a record CE. 

 

December 3, 1942 

 

Same schedule.  Cloudy, no 13,000 feet mission, only one 4,000 feet mission.  The 

second mission was cancelled; left [the] flight [line].  Learned the operations of
ß
 the D-8 

sight115 on [the] trainers.  We left the line early.  Doug Turner, Pilley and I went to see a 

movie, Black Swan, good.  Bed, 11:30 PM. 

 

December 4, 1942 

 

Up at 9:30 AM.  Athletics.  Cloudy and light rain and dusty all day; rain at night, the 

worst weather we have had.  All missions were cancelled.  Left the flight line at 8:00 

PM.  Went to the day room to write letters; felt sleepy, didn't write anything.  Bed at 

11:00 PM. 

 

December 5, 1942 

 

One hour of "Blinker Code"116 in the AM.  One hour of athletics before dinner.  Finished 

for the day.  Date with Virginia,
‡
 who lives in Mesa, one-and-a-half miles from town; 

lives on [a] ranch.  Went to our classmates' party.  Chick and Claire, Bob Woodard and 
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 See Appendix D. 

 
115

 The Estoppey D-8 nonprecision bombsight; The Army Air Force used the Estoppey D-8 for lower 

altitude bombing until October 1943.  (Cameron: 432) 

 
116

 Bombardiers were required to be proficient in radio and visual code.  (Cameron: 435) 

 



Gala, Archie Woofter117 and Rosemary, Joe South and Lucille, Bob Stuhlman and Betty, 

Harold Wiseman118 and Phyllis, all married couples, and Virginia and I were all 

present.  Had a weenie roast in the backyard of the Woodards' place; also had rum cokes 

and dancing, a swell time.  Walked Virginia home.  Back to Williams Field by 2:30 AM. 

 

December 6, 1942  

 

Parialo, O'Connell, Mennen and I went to church for 9:00 AM Mass.  PX, 

breakfast.  Spent the day in the day room, reading papers and writing a letter to 

home.  Also, was fitted for a blouse that I bought from Adamson's for $1.55.  Flying at 

night.  Chick and I, at 6000 feet, dropped five bombs apiece, short approaches.119  We 

flew PDI120 [for] thirty seconds.  Up for the second mission, made out okay.  Bed, 1:00 

AM. 

 

December 7, 1942 

 

"Remember Pearl Harbor" programs.  Up at 10:00 AM.  Athletics.  Classes in [the] PM: 

"Blinker Code," 2:00 PM to 3:00 PM; "Bomb Maintenance," 3:00 PM to 5:00 

PM.  Flying at night.  Chick and I were up for thirty second and less approaches from 

6000 feet; not such a good night for us, gremlins,121 bubble trouble.122  Went up with 

Allred as the instructor.  Bed, 12:30 AM. 

 

December 8, 1942 

 

Up at 9:30 AM.  Excused from athletics.  Haircut.  Wrote a letter to Harriet.  Classes in 

[the] PM, same as yesterday.  Did not fly tonight.  Chick and I had finished our short 

approaches.  Bed, 11:00 PM.  Wrote a letter to Barbara.
‡
 

 

December 9, 1942 
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 See Appendix D. 

 
118

 See Appendix D. 

 
119

 This could mark the beginning of Piech's training in Course 2.  This phase challenged students with 

various potential combat situations.  Each advanced school presented its own version of Course 2, which 

depended on its surroundings and available equipment.; Short approach training was important for the 

survival of bomber crews in combat.  While on the bomb run, the bombardier has absolute control of the 

plane, which he flies on a direct and level course to the target.  This process leaves the plane vulnerable to 

enemy fighters or antiaircraft guns.  Thus, bombardiers were disciplined to keep the bomb run as brief as 

possible.  (C&C, vol. 6: 582; Cameron: 431) 

 
120

 Pilot's Direction Indicator: This device tells the pilot where to fly on the bomb run.  When the 

bombardier sets his sight, the PDI guides the pilot toward the target.  (USAFD: 388) 

 
121

 A fictitious elf that served as a scapegoat for inexplicable aircraft malfunctions.  (USAFD: 236) 

 
122

 Another term for gyro trouble. 

 



Up at 9:30 AM.  Athletics in [the] AM.  Classes in [the] PM.  Chick and I were not 

scheduled for the flare bombing,123 two missions.  Chick went to town to see his wife.  I 

went to see a movie with Mennen, O'Connell and Miller,124 Silver Queen, with George 

Brent and Pricilla Lane, good.  Bed, 11:30 PM. 

 

December 10, 1942 

 

Dentist at 9:30 AM; pulled my rear, bottom, right side tooth.  Another tooth needs to be 

pulled on Monday night.  Sore jaw, all day.  Chick and I went flare bombing from 6,500 

feet.  What a night, five double releases!  Sight trouble.  Final CE came out okay, 

210.  Bed, 11:00 PM. 

 

December 11, 1942 

 

Up at 9:00 AM.  Athletics at 10:30 AM.  Saw an Army movie, Prelude To War, a one 

hour picture, from 1:00 PM to 2:00 PM, very, very good.125  "Bomb Maintenance," 2:00 

PM to 4:00 PM.  Athletics, again; took an extra hour today instead of taking it on 

Saturday morning.  Turner, Pilley, Parialo and I saw a movie, George Washington Slept 

Here, good.  Back in the day room at 9:00 PM, writing entries in diary for the past week 

and a letter to home. 

 

December 12, 1942 

 

Mommy's birthday, 1893.  Open post from eight [o'clock] in [the] AM.  No schedule for 

today.  Slept until 9:30 AM.  Saw Virginia in [the] AM; made a date for tonight.  Doug 

Turner, Peacock and I went to Mesa to do some Christmas shopping at 1:00 PM.  Met 

George Tout and Charles Tucker.126  Had five beers and rum cokes and supper at the 

Waldorf Café.  At Virginia's by 7:15 PM.  With her mother, we went to town to do some 

Christmas shopping.  Had a parlor date later.  Back to the post by 1:30 AM. 

 

December 13, 1942 

 

Mennen, Parialo, John O'Connell and I went to 9:00 AM Mass.  Wrote a letter to Art 

Swendeman127 and Streaky.  Washed my sneaks and socks.  Went to Mesa, again, until 

9:00 PM; bummed around with different fellows.  Bed, 11:30 AM. 
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 The dropping of a pyrotechnic contrivance that emits a bright light for illumination, communication, or 

identification.  (USAFD: 208) 

 
124

 See Appendix D. 

 
125

 The first movie in Frank Capra's "Why We Fight" series.  This volume deals with the rise of the Fascist 

powers in Europe.  The armed forces used this film series "to impress upon the men the threat to their 

cherished way of life."  (C&C vol. 6: 535) 

 
126

 See Appendix D. 

 
127

 Co-worker, DuPont Film Laboratory. 

 



 

December 14, 1942 

 

New schedule.  Up at 6:15 AM.  Breakfast.  "Bomb Maintenance" from 7:30 AM to 9:30 

AM.  Athletics, 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  At the flight line by 12:15 PM.  Set a combat 

record for thirty second approaches at 6,000 feet.  Chick and I, second mission was not so 

good; CE: 296, bubble trouble, PDI, very short approaches.  Left side tooth pulled, and 

one filling was put in, and my front filling was smoothed over.  It took twenty minutes to 

extract that two-thirds gone tooth, very painful.  Suffered at night.  Bed, 9:00 PM; did not 

sleep.  Letter from Rudy. 

 

December 15, 1942 

 

Tooth bled all day; slight headache, a sore jaw.  Excused from athletics.  "Bomb 

Maintenance," 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM.  On the second mission in the afternoon, with Chick 

Stata, the level knob was stuck, but, we did not know.  As a result, Chick and I threw our 

bombs every which way.  My CE: 272; Chick's CE: 284.  Rested for one hour before 

supper.  In the day room, writing in my diary and writing out Christmas cards.  Received 

a box of nuts from Lorraine.128 

 

December 16, 1942 

 

Up at 6:30 AM.  Breakfast, only a light one.  Jaw still sore and a slight headache and a 

cold.  Felt poor all day.  "Bomb Maintenance," 7:30 AM to 9:30 AM.  Athletics.  Chick 

and I went up on our first mission with a D-8 sight from 4,000 feet.  My CE: 415; Chick's 

CE: 485.  Everyone threw their bombs everywhere that day.
 xiv

  Wrote a letter to Sister 

Milly in the day room in the evening.  Bed, 10:30 PM.  After supper, saw a movie with 

the gang, Jack Benny and Ann Sheridan in George Washington Slept Here. 

 

December 17, 1942 

 

Up at 6:30 AM.  Still feel bad.  The weather is responsible, hot afternoons and very cold 

nights.  Two hours of "Bomb Maintenance."  Athletics from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM; 

also, took the athletic exam, broad jumps, leg lifts, push-ups and burpies.  Chick Stata 

and I went up for the first mission at 6,000 feet, short approaches.
xv

  Very bad day for me, 

had bubble trouble, again; CE: 200.  Saw the Camel Caravan show at the post's open-air 

theatre on the "Bowl;" with Chick and his wife at the show.  Went to bed early. 

 

December 18, 1942 

 

Rain in [the] AM and cloudy all day; rough flying weather.  Two hours of "Bomb 

Maintenance" in [the] AM.  No athletics because of the rain.  Chick and I completed our 

last short approaches on the mission from 6,000 feet, very rough.  Very bad day for me, 

had a civilian pilot, PDI; CE: 322.  Open post after supper.  Mezonaxvi dance in 
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 Lorraine Kuchta, Adolph's sister, Mr. Piech's cousin. 

 



Mesa.  Did not like the girls that come to the dances.  Home by 12:45 AM.  The wine 

incident on the way home with Pilley, Parialo and I, what fun! 

 

December 19, 1942 

 

Up at 6:30 AM.  Feel okay, except for a cold in the mornings.  "Bomb Maintenance" in 

[the] AM and the athletics test, the 150- and 75-foot runs.  Chick and I went up for the 

third mission in [the] PM, a D-8 sight [mission] at 1,000 feet.  What a good day and fun 

we had; toggled129 eight bombs in four runs.  Chick's CE: 52; mine: 85.  I went up 

first.  On my first release, I missed the shack by twenty feet.  Bus to Mesa with 

Stata.  Had one mixed drink before Chick's wife met us; supper together.  Left them at 

7:00 PM.  Date with Virginia.
‡
  She and I went horseback riding.  The sky was very, very 

pretty.  The moon and the stars were all out.  We rode for one hour.  del. [At a cost of] 

seventy-five cents,
ß
 went to town, saw a movie, and then, walked her home.  Back to the 

post by 1:30 AM.  Bed. 

 

December 20, 1942 

 

Up at 10:00 AM.  PX for coffee and doughnuts.  Phoenix in the afternoon for a uniform 

fitting at Adamson's.  Back at the post by 7:00 PM.  Day room, writing up diary and 

writing a letter to Marty Dux and a letter to Mother. 

 

December 21, 1942 

 

Received Christmas cards from Ray,130 Aunt May,131 Pritchard, Chet O'Such132 and 

home.  Also, a letter from Frank.  Up at 6:45 AM.  Light breakfast.  Took the "Bomb 

Maintenance" test, which was a fifteen-hour inspection; did okay.  No athletics 

today.  Signed my honorable discharge papers.133  Was not scheduled for any bombing 

missions this PM.  Sent a Christmas card to the folks at home and took my pink pants134 

to the tailor's.  Class 43-1 had to have its pictures retaken after supper in our ODs,135 OD 
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 Releasing bombs manually, with a toggle switch, rather than automatically, as with a 

bombsight.  (USAFD: 527) 

 
130

 Ray Kandel, cousin. 

 
131

 Mary. 

 
132

 Co-worker, DuPont Film Laboratory. 

 
133

 An agreement between the AAF and its personnel that they will receive honorable discharge certificates 

provided that they serve efficiently, honorably and faithfully, in compliance with AAF 

regulations.  (USAFD: 253; Document #5)  

 
134

 A reference to the pinkish hue of an officer's (or cadet's) clothes, particularly the pants.  (USAFD: 388) 

 
135

 Olive drab; winter uniforms.   

 



flight cap, flight jacket and earphones for the Public Relations Bureau.  Saw For Me and 

My Gal before bed at 10:30 PM. 

 

December 22, 1942 

 

Up at 6:55 AM.  Light breakfast.  Just walked up and back to "Bomb 

Maintenance."  Went to the post library for a book on aviation and read for awhile.  Got a 

haircut.  First mission, up for formation bombing136 in [the] PM; altitude: 6,000 feet.  CE: 

244.  Lead ship, four runs; Chick and Quennieville, three.  Flying time: 0130.  The 

spotter spotted bombs, also.  The pilot flew too fast.  Saw a double feature with the 

fellows, Dr. Renault's Secret and Army Surgeon, not bad for a double feature.  Christmas 

cards from Elise Brown,137 [the] Mytnicks and Sam Homan.  Bed, 10:30 PM.  Charles 

Wallin138 got married tonight. 

 

December 23, 1942 

 

Up at 7:00 AM.  A short talk by Lt. Tims, the instructor for "Bomb Maintenance," and 

got back to the barracks by 9:00 AM.  Doughnuts and coffee with the fellows at the 

PX.  Athletics from 10:00 AM to 11:00 AM.  Flying in the afternoon.  Chick and I flew 

the first mission with a D-8 sight from 500 feet altitude.  Chick was on sight first.  His 

CE: 195; wrong drop angle.  My CE: 119; closest hit was five feet.  Saw a B-24139 [on 

the] ramp and looked inside and all over; very, very "G."  Asked Virginia for a date 

tonight.  Supposed to go horseback riding with Chick and his wife, but, the stables were 

closed.  Full moon.  The evening was very pretty.  On the way to Chick's home in Mesa, 

we picked up a cotton bush, Chick's Christmas tree.  Supper at the Statas.  We four went 

to town and played Ping-Pong and checkers at the hospitality house; met the Woodards 

there, also.  Virginia and I took a long walk around town before saying good night.  Last 

bus to the post at 1:00 AM.  Bed by 2:00 AM. 

 

December 24, 1942 

 

Up at 8:00 AM.  Talk by Maj. Hinds in the big theatre to the entire cadet detachment, 800 

men.  Read a book on aviation in the day room.  Light dinner.  Back to the day room to 

do some reading, after a three-hour nap in the barracks.  All the fellows have gone on 

open post.  Light supper.  Letter from Sister Milly.  Stayed with John O'Connell and 

Grady Moyle in their room, listening to [the] radio and talking.  Went to a movie at 8:00 

PM, White Cargo, good.  Bed, 10:30 PM.   
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 Also known as pattern bombing; when the planes in formation act as a single unit, with the lead plane 

sighting the target and the others attempting to release their bombs simultaneously.  (USAFD: 218; 377) 

 
137

 Co-worker, DuPont Film Laboratory. 

 
138

 See Appendix D. 

 
139

 The most produced Allied combat aircraft of the war, the B-24 Liberator is credited with ending the 

threat of the U-boat.  The B-24s served in Europe, the Mediterranean and the Pacific. (HDUSAF: 90-91) 

 



 

December 25, 1942 

 

Tried to call home in the AM, but, there was a long wait.  Merry Christmas.  Rained early 

in [the] AM.  Up at 8:45 AM.  O'Connell, Pilley and I went to church in the morning for 

9:00 AM Mass.  Lazed around until dinnertime.  Ate the post Christmas dinner, turkey, 

with Chick and Claire.  JOD
140

 from 12:00, noon, to 9:00 PM.  Rain in the 

afternoon.  Not much work being JOD.  Supper with the Statas and the Stuhlmans.  Bed, 

10:30 PM. 

 

December 26, 1942 

 

Up at 7:30 AM.  The whole class turned in their schoolbooks.  Christmas cards from 

Kathleen Martin, Doris Doeler, Art Swendeman and Lyle Van Dorn; also, from 

Mommy.  JOD, all AM, until 11:30 AM.  Pilley relieved me.  Flying in the 

afternoon.  Chick and I were up for the second mission.  I flew the ship from the pattern 

over the field out to the E-3 target and made four
† 

runs and turns over the target, using 

AFCES.141  Chick did the same thing when he flew the ship back to the field; all dry 

runs.  Left the post for Mesa at 5:30 PM.  Bus to town.  Supper at the Waldorf 

Café.  Date with Virginia at 7:30 PM.  Went to Phoenix and saw a movie, Palm Beach 

Story.  Back to Mesa by 1:00 AM.  Back to the post before 2:00 AM, a very cold 

night.  Bought a diary and an address book in Mesa.  A pipe, candy and nuts arrived from 

home. 

 

December 27, 1942 

 

Up at 10:00 AM.  Coffee and doughnuts at the PX.  Tried to phone home with no 

success.  Dinner.  In the day room in the evening, [to write] a letter to Bussy Luker.
142ß 

Grady Moyle and I walked along the flight line in [the] PM.  Bed, 11:00 PM.  Cards from 

Marty, Sgt. Adolph143 and Tessie Kuchta.xvii 

 

December 28, 1942
xviii

 

 

Up at 7:15 AM.  Breakfast was fruit only.  Talk by Lt. Comes144 in the classroom from 

8:00 AM to 9:30 AM, which explained all about a second lieutenant's financial 
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 Junior Officer of the Day.  The officer of the day represents the base commander, usually for a period of 

twenty-four hours, and maintains the internal and external security and functioning of the base by 

supervising the main and interior guards, executing all orders from the commander, etc.  (USAFD: 355) 

 
141

 Most likely the C-1 automatic pilot, which gave complete control of the plane to the bombardier on the 

bomb run.  (C&C, vol. 6: 582)   

 
142

 Foreman, DuPont Film Laboratory. 

 
143

 Adolph Kuchta.  

 
144

 Possibly 1st Lt. David O. Combs, Assistant Director of Bombardier Ground Training.  (Williams, 54) 

 



matters.  Pay is $246, living on a post.  Chick and I were up for the first mission, dry runs 

with AFCES.  No more bombs for us to drop.  The limit is now 150 bombs per 

person.  Sore throat.  Went to Phoenix.  Got a blouse and three shirts at Adamson's, $77 

worth of clothing.  Van Bruggen, Yee, Quennieville and I had supper at the 

Downturner's, half a chicken apiece, $.95.  What a meal; good!  Bus to Williams at 9:00 

PM.  On the post by 10:30 PM.  Received a Christmas package from Rudy and Harriet 

and the Analytical Gang.145  Had a little picnic before going to bed at 12:30 AM. 

 

December 29, 1942 

 

I had a sore throat in [the] AM.  Fingerprints were taken to be placed on my officer's 

identification card.  Announcements are to be mailed.  [Had] pants altered.  On 

navigation trips in [the] PM.  Chick and I were not scheduled.  However, Grover,146 

Wiseman and I went along on a search for a lost AT-9,147 which had been missing since 

yesterday at 12:00, noon.  Searched the Superstition Mountain area;148 no luck.  Flying 

time: two hours and fifteen minutes.  Stayed home.  Card from Amelia. 

 

December 30, 1942 

 

Lazy AM; did little all AM.  Did not fly in [the] PM; not scheduled.  Chick insisted that I 

come to his house for supper.  Played three-handed clubs until 9:00 PM.  Left for the 

post.  Home by 10:30 PM. 

 

December 31, 1942 

 

Not much doing in [the] AM.  Chick and I were scheduled for our last flying mission.  It 

was a navigation trip to Douglas, Arizona, 175 miles, one way.  I guided the plane down 

and Chick brought it back.  Targets were to simulate the actual bombing of a smelter 

factory, one in Douglas and another in Sonora,149 on the return trip to Williams 

Field.  The pilots complemented Chick and I; best navigation mission they had ever 

witnessed!  Took us two hours and fifteen minutes to complete the mission, flying at 160 

MPH, and we sometimes climbed to 10,000 feet to clear the mountain ranges; a very 

interesting mission.  Beautiful scenery all along the way.  So long, AT-11.  You were a 

faithful airplane to Class 43-1.  No casualties.150  Spent a quiet New Year's Eve at 

                                                           
145

 A collective term for Mr. Piech's co-workers at the DuPont Film Laboratory. 

 
146

 See Appendix D. 

 
147

 The Curtiss AT-9 was used for training pilots in twin-engine flying during advanced school.  (C&C, vol. 

6: 577) 

 
148

 Northeast of Williams Field. 

 
149

 Possibly Sonorita, Arizona. 

 
150

 In the Bombardiers 43-1 class. 

 



Virginia's house.  Pilley and I were the company; had a swell time doing nothing.  Bed, 

1:00 AM.  Happy New Year! 
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i
 [circumcised!] insterd. post-war. 

ii
 [Santa…Base] insertd. post-war. 

iii
 The 8/10/42 entry precedes the 8/9/42 entry. 

iv
 Appendixes A and B follow this entry. 

v
 Taken from Appendix B, with Mr. Piech's grades omitted. 

vi
 Taken from Appendix C. 

vii
 [my…brother] insertd. post-war.  

viii
 [my…sister] insterd. post-war 

ix
 [Sid Grauman's] Sam Grumman's 

x
 [Slept from...on couch] insertd. from 9/26/42 entry 

xi
 [Burpie]  Mr. Piech was unable to recall what this activity entailed.  (Draft #2) 

xii
 [Arizona] NM 

xiii
 [Mesa, AZ]  insterd. post-war. 

xiv
 [Chick Stata and I...everywhere that day] insertd. from the 12/17/42 entry; distinguished by "Mistake – 

Thursday." 
xv

 [Chick Stata and I...CE: 200] insertd. from the 12/16/42 entry; distinguished by "Wednesday." 
xvi

 Mr. Piech could not recall this word's significance. 
xvii

 [Kuchta] K. 
xviii

 This entry is interrupted by Appendix D; distinguished by "Cont,'" before and after. 


