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Edward C. Piech (b. May 26, 1920) often uses the word "naïve" to describe 

himself in the years preceding his service in the United States Army Air Force 

(USAAF).  Born and raised in Sayreville, New Jersey, twenty-one year old Edward had 

no idea when he enlisted in April of 1942 that he would be facing down German fighters 

over remote cities such as Kassel, Schweinfurt and Stuttgart only a year-and-a-half 

later.  Edward's only concern before the spring of 1942 was completing his degree in 

chemistry at Rutgers College, but he would not achieve this goal until 1949, after he had 

risen to the rank of captain in the USAAF and returned to the college on the Banks of the 

Raritan River on the GI Bill.  As a B-17 bombardier, he completed twenty-five missions 

during the darkest days of the Eighth Air Force's campaign against Nazi Germany.  His 

actions earned him the title "hero," but Edward modestly calls himself, "lucky." 

"Hurry up and wait, hurry up and wait," those are the words that I personally have 

heard over and over again from veterans like Mr. Piech in my two-and-a-half years with 

the Rutgers Oral History Archives of World War II.  Memories of aerial engagements, 

foxhole combat and fighting on the high seas figure prominently in their remembrances 

because of their intensity.  Yet, in most cases, these episodes represent brief and glaring 

flickers in a serviceman's total experience.  The common GI, sailor or airman spent most 

of his days battling the boredom that confronted him between assignments or 

actions.  These men found distractions in friendship, literature, correspondence with their 

loved ones, drinking, gambling and dating.  In the summer of 1942, Aviation Cadet 

Edward Piech chose to combat monotony by keeping a diary. 



Edward Piech's daily journal evolved in leaps and bounds.  Originally, he 

intended to use his composition book simply to jot down memorable quotes from books 

he was reading.  Piech did not begin keeping a daily log of his activities until several 

months after he applied to the Army Air Force (AAF) in February of 1942, although the 

first entry records the events of February 16, 1942.  Mr. Piech believes that he became 

committed to writing the diary on July 24, 1942, when he first arrived at Maxwell 

Field.  On that date, he completed the entries explaining the events leading up to his 

arrival at the classification center.  However, it is possible that he did not begin writing 

until August 9, which is the first diary-like entry that makes note of more than just raw 

facts, such as comments on the weather and his daily duties.   

He had no preconceived notion of what information he should inscribe in his 

journal.  As a result, Mr. Piech produced a memoir, a "little black book," an expense 

ledger, a daily schedule, and a duplicate of his military records.  Mr. Piech often writes 

like a scientist, which is not surprising, considering that he worked as a technician for 

DuPont before the war and enjoyed a distinguished career at Johnson & Johnson after 

being discharged.  His passages focus on the particulars of the day.  During times of 

stress and excitement, i.e., when health problems grounded him, after he faced death 

above the Third Reich, and before his nuptials, he becomes more reflective and poetic in 

his writing. 

Mr. Piech's sequential diary entries filled three volumes from February 1942 to 

December 1944, one volume for each year, nearly 800 handwritten pages in all.  The 

format of each tome significantly altered the style of his handwritten entries.
1
  In 

addition, the amount of time he devoted to each entry affected its composition.  If he 



were in a rush, he wrote in short, fragmented sentences.  When time was available, he 

generated longer, fuller prose.  The magnitude of the affairs he comments on also 

influenced the character of his entries.  

The frequency with which Mr. Piech wrote in his diary depended on the amount 

of free time available to him.  The majority of the passages were entered on the day the 

events described within occurred or the following day.  Piech makes note of several 

intervals when he did not write in the diary for a week or more.  Most likely, this 

occurred more often than he noted, particularly during periods of frenzied activity, such 

as the "Blitz Week" of intense bombardment, July 24-30, 1943.  Most of the headings 

that appear throughout the diary were added after he stopped writing entries on December 

24, 1944.  At this point, Capt. Piech reviewed the major events of his career in the 

USAAF.  In more recent years, while sharing his work with others at reunions and other 

functions, he has written notes of explanation into the original text of the diary.   

Piech took the Army Air Force's security measures to heart.  He filled in the 

names of his targets only after he had completed his twenty-five missions, lest the diary 

fall into enemy hands.  It should be noted, however, that he knowingly violated military 

protocol by keeping his diary in the first place.  On the voyage home in April 1944, he 

kept his three notebooks strapped to his leg to avoid their confiscation by military 

authorities. 

The transcribed text of the diary represents one man's experience as a small part 

of the AAF's precision daylight strategic bombing campaign against the Nazi war 

machine.  Most of the information in his diary corroborates the record compiled by 

official documents and post-war scholars.  However, the limits of his view "through the 
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 See Examples A, B and C. 



bombsight" sometimes resulted in minor deviations from these sources.  For example, on 

September 6, 1943, Piech believed that he bombed a marshalling yard at Strasbourg, 

while the authors of The 351st Bomb Group in World War II, two researchers who based 

their work on the unit's records on file at the National Archives and the USAF archives at 

Maxwell AFB, list the target as nearby Offenburg.  Despite such slight divergences, Capt. 

Edward Piech's account of his life as a bombardier stands as an accurate and an 

invaluable resource for the study of the United States Army Air Force in World War II. 
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