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     This project has its roots in my early childhood.  As a youngster, my grandfather, a 

veteran of the US Navy, and grandmother, a one-time cadet in the US Armed Services 

Nursing Corps, entertained me for hours with stories about the Great Depression and the 

Second World War.  They always focused on how they dealt with those life-altering 

events while coping with the same obstacles all young adults face.  Their tales inspired 

me to learn more about their generation.  During my sophomore year at Rutgers, I found 

the perfect vehicle for nurturing my curiosity, the Rutgers Oral History Archives of 

World War II.  During my two-and-a-half years with the project, I have interviewed 

dozens of men and women who fought the war on the battlefield and the 

homefront.  When the time came for me to choose a topic for my Henry Rutgers honors 

thesis, I had no doubt that I wanted to concentrate on the oral history of World War II.  In 

a fortuitous turn of events, the former project director, Dr. G. Kurt Piehler, suggested that 

I analyze Edward Piech's career in the Army Air Force.  Such an endeavor would 

necessitate extensive oral history interviews with Mr. Piech, but the primary source for 

his personal account would be his handwritten wartime diaries.   

     One of my first duties as an intern for the Oral History Archives was editing the 

transcript of Mr. Piech's March 2, 1995, interview; I was keenly interested in his 

story.  However, the task of transcribing, editing and authenticating his diaries presented 

a new challenge for me.  On the one hand, I had to consider Mr. Piech's wishes; on the 

other, I had to conform to the standards of historical editing established by the scholarly 

community.  Given my status, in essence, as a co-producer of this diary transcript, I had 

to learn how to be sympathetic, professional and diplomatic in my performance. 



     While transcribing and annotating the diary was unfamiliar territory for me, I 

believed, initially, that conducting the oral history interviews would be a less formidable 

task.  Yet, in three sessions with Mr. Piech, totaling more than twenty hours, I discovered 

numerous approaches to my job as an interviewer that I had not considered 

previously.  In an average two to three hour interview, an oral historian can only delve so 

deep; often, you can only uncover what the interviewee wants to reveal.  For this 

assignment, I had to assume the roles of detective and psychiatrist as well as 

historian.  Guiding Mr. Piech through the traumatic events of his twenty-five-mission 

tour over France and Germany in World War II required patience and cautious judgment 

on my part.  I certainly learned a great deal in this project, much more than I had 

originally imagined. 
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