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Raised in Hiroshima, Fought in Vietnam
A Conversation with Takeshi Furumoto

Tak Furumoto was born in Tule Lake Incarceration Camp in 1944. After being released from the Camp he spent 10
years in Hiroshima where his grandparents were victims of Atomic Bombing. He and his family came back to the
United States in 1956 and lived in Los Angeles. In 1968 he volunteered for the United States Army, serving in
Vietnam. He was awarded the Bronze Star Medal in 1971, but suffered from PTSD and exposure to AGENT ORANGE.

Furumoto is a Board Member of NY Japanese American Association, Founder of NY Hiroshima-Kai, life Member of
Japanese American Veteran’s Association, Founding member of The Japan History Council of New York/Digital
Museum of the History of Japanese in New York, AAPI Advisory Council under Governor Phil Murphy in NJ, and was
instrumental in getting Fred Korematsu Day established as a state holiday in New Jersey.

Jeongeun Park (respondent) is Associate Director of Rutgers Oral History Archives and a historian of the Cold War
and modern Northeast Asia. Park received her Master of Arts in History from Rutgers University-New Brunswick. 

2:00-3:30 PM | Tuesday, April 29, 2025
Teleconference Lecture Hall, Alexander Library 

169 College Ave, New Brunswick, NJ


